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Statistics
Area — 10 square miles.
Population, 1977 — 23,399
REGISTERED RESIDENTS
PRECINCT PRECINCT 17 & OLDER
UNDER 17 TOTAL
1 840 2118 2958
2 890 2179 3069
3 661 2304 2965
4 882 2014 2896
5 678 2070 2748
6 791 2148 2939
7 813 2076 2889
8 889 2046 2935
6444 16955 23399
Reading Residents 65 + = 8.1% of Population.
REGISTERED VOTERS
Precinct Republicans Democrats Independent Total
1 388 542 646 1576
2 304 573 619 1496
3 318 486 622 1426
4 444 451 629 1524
5 390 497 591 1478
6 455 531 628 1614
7 477 466 657 1600
8 395 477 679 1551
3171 4023 5071 12265
HOUSING
Public Housing.
Tannerville Elderly Housing — 80 Units.
Section 8 Subsidized Housing — 55 Units.
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TYPE NO: UNITS
One Family Homes 5532 1
Two Family Homes 377 754
Three Family Homes 23 69
Four Family & Over 31 1660
Store Apartments 29 29
Commercial 137
Industrial 26
Federal:
Seventh Congressional District
Edward J. Markey — 223-2781
2100-A J.F.K. Bldg.
Boston, Mass. 02203
Senators
Edward M. Kennedy — 223-2826
2400 J.F.K. Bldg.
Boston, Mass. 02203
Edward W. Brooke - 223-7240
2003-H J.F.K. Bldg.
Boston, Mass. 02203
State:
Fifth Councillor District
Dr. John F. Markey — 1-683-8782—OFFICE
246 Turnpike St.
North Andover, Mass. 01845
First Essex & Middlesex Senatorial District
William L. Saltonstall
State House
Boston, Mass. 02133
Thirty-second Middlesex Representative District
Nils L. Nordberg — 944-5087
32 Pennsylvania Ave.,
Reading, Mass. 01867
Fourth District Court of Eastern Middlesex
30 Pleasant St. - 935-4000
Woburn, Mass. 01801
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Town Officers
1977
Term Expires
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Richard J. Ogden, Chairman 1978
Frank A. Smith, Jr., Secretary 1979
James J. Sullivan 1980
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
John W. Agnew, jr.
TREASURER
James N. Boyd, Jr.
TOWN ACCOUNTANT
Raphael W. McDonald
TOWN COLLECTOR
C. Dewey Smith
MODERATOR
Kenneth C . Latham
TOWN CLERK
Lawrence Drew
TOWN COUNSEL
Tyler & Reynolds & Craig
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BOARD OF ASSESSORS
William E. Locke, Chairman 1979
Robert I. Nordstrand, Secretary 1978
Michael T. Sullivan 1980
BOARD OF REGISTRARS
Joseph P. Riemer, Chairman 1978
Pearl E. Malphrus 1980
Daniel F. Driscoll, Jr. 1979
Lawrence Drew, Clerk 1978
BOARD OF APPEALS
John A. Anderson, Chairman 1980
John B. Tewksbury 1979
William H. Watt 1978
ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF BOARD OF APPEALS
Eugene A. Nigro 1979
PLANNING BOARD
Maureen T
. O 'Brien
,
Chairman 1979
Charles J. Keller, Secretary 1979
George V. Hines 1980
Gayllis Paynter 1980
Joseph C. Sturm 1978
PERSONNEL BOARD
John C. Newman, Chairman 1979
Winslow F. Blake 1980
John J. Castellano 1980
Bayard R. Lincoln 1980
Domenic Patalano 1979
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
Elizabeth Klepeis, Chairman 1978
Charles W. Hewitt, Vice-Chairman 1980
Carl A. Beaulieu 1978
John L. Black 1980
Theresa Bond 1979
Peter DelGreco 1979
Douglas A. Cowell 1979
James McTeague 1980
Paul T. Metcalf 1979
Walter Palmunen 1978
John M. Silvaggi 1978
Donald Trudeau 1980
Mark Whelton 1980
Mary S. Ziegler 1979
John Zorbedian 1978
BOARD OF HEALTH
John D. Cafazzo, Chairman 1979
David W. Pehrson 1980
Sandra J. Trainor 1978
DIRECTOR OF VETERANS’ SERVICES
VETERANS’ BENEFITS AGENT
Russell F. Winam
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Mary Jolene Guerra, Chairman 1978
Eugene R. Nigro, Vice Chairman 1979
W. Bruce MacDonald 1978
Louis Martinage 1979
Paul Landers 1980
Margaret Russell 1980
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Robert S. Wells
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SCHOOL PHYSICAN
Robert W. Wakeling, D.O.
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE
John B. Pacino 1977
BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Edward F. Fuller, Jr. Chairman 1978
Robert J . Fields
,
Secretary 1978
William H. Diamond 1980
Barbara E. Winkler 1979
Elia A. Danglemaier 1978
Stephen G. Viegas 1978
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
Paul C. Dustin, Chairman 1979
John W. Price, Secretary 1980
John H. Russell 1979
Lawrence R. Blood 1978
Douglas A. Cowell 1978
MUNICIPAL LIGHT BOARD
John H. Crooker, Chairman 1978
Francis H . Doughty 1980
Allan E . Ames 1979
BOARD OF CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Clifford P. Wadman, Chairman 1978
Charles E. Ellis, Jr., Secretary 1979
Carl H. Amon, Jr. 1980
Edward N. Dube 1978
Herbert F. Gent, Jr. 1980
Fred C. Kenney, Jr. 1979
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RECREATION COMMITTEE
Duane B. Heineck, Chairman 1980
Paul Landers 1978
Judith A. McCaffrey 1979
Newell H. Morton 1978
Donald I. Pierce 1979
Marvin M . Rosenthal 1979
Jack Russell 1978
William Hughes 1980
Sue Cavicchi 1980
HOUSING AUTHORITY
Philip R. White, Jr.
,
Chairman 1980
Edouard N. Dube, Vice-Chairman 1978
Frank J. Johnson, Jr., Asst., Secretary 1981
Charles Stratton, Treasurer 1981
Richard S. Dempster, Asst., Treasurer 1979
Janet Pierce, Exec., Director
COUNCIL ON AGING
Guy H. Rennison, Chairman 1979
Jean Dube 1980
James J. Dumas, Jr. 1980
Everett Lemaire 1978
Vincent Guerra, M.D. 1980
Verna Lantz 1978
Elizabeth Louanis 1980
Eugene Richey 1978
Harold Wyatt 1979
John MacDonnell 1979
SUPERINTENDENT OF MOTH WORK
Irving E. Dickey, Jr.
TREE WARDEN
Irving E. Dickey, Jr.
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INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS
Charles H . Stamatis
WIRE INSPECTOR
Blanchard K. Stoddart
INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING
William J. Murphy
GAS INSPECTOR
William J. Murphy
SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES
Charles H . Carroll
DOG OFFICER
Douglas Carpenter
INSPECTOR OF MILK & FOODS
James J. Nugent, Jr.
INSPECTOR OF ANIMALS
Gardiner A. Lester, D.V.M.
CUSTODIAN OF SOLDIERS’ AND SAILOR’S GRAVES
J. Henry Vik
DIRECTOR OF CIVIL DEFENSE
John W. Agnew, Jr.
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CONSTABLES
Sally M. Hoyt
Lloyd W. Locke, Jr.
CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT BOARD
George R. Larson, Chairman
Raphael W. McDonald, Secretary
John F. Tormey
INSURANCE COMMITTEE
Consists of Board of Selectmen, Town Treasurer
and Chairman of Finance Committee
LAW COMMITTEE
Consists of Chairman of the Following Boards:
COMMISSIONERS OF TRUST FUNDS
James W. Boyd, Jr., Secretary
Town Treasurer and Chairman Board of Selectmen Members Ex-Officio
COMMITTEE ON TOWN FORESTS
Board of Selectmen
Board of Public Works
Board of Cemetery Trustees
Board of Health
Board of Library Trustees
Planning Board
Board of Assessors
School Committee
Municipal Light Board
George R. Larson, Chairman
Ebbe Ebbeson
David E. Hersee
1979
1982
1977
George B. Perry, Chairman
Irving E. Dickey, Jr. Vice Chairman
Benjamin E. Nichols, Secretary
1979
1978
1980
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Lynn Stasz, Co-Chairman
Thomas Riley, Co-Chairman
Nancy W. Anderson
Henry W. Fienemann
Jean Westwater
Laurier Beaulieu
Sally M. Hoyt
1978
1979
1978
1979
1979
1980
1980
COMMITTEE ON ELM TREE PROTECTION
Irving E. Dickey, Jr.
Charles Stratton
MEASURES OF LUMBER
Harold B . Currell
Irving E. Dickey, Jr.
MEASURES OF WOOD AND BARK
Harold B. Currell
Irving E. Dickey, Jr.
FIELD DRIVERS
Norman B. Small, Jr
Ronald A. Winslow
REPRESENTATIVE METROPOLITAN
AREA PLANNING COUNCIL
POLICE DEPARTMENT ROSTER
CHIEF
John F. Beaudoin
Joseph C. Sturm 1979
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LIEUTENANTS
Bernard J . Paiva
Edward M . Hubbard
Fred Granelli
LIEUTENANT—DETECTIVE
Edward W. Marchand
SARGEANTS
Robert E. Marchand
William F. Keefe Gerald F. Hoyt
PATROLMAN—DETECTIVES
Leo S. Iacopucci
John Green
Richard L. Nelson
David E . Saunders
SAFETY OFFICER
Joseph W. Cormier
PATROLMEN
George A. LeFave
Evan P. Edwards
Raymond J. Doucette
Leonard P. Hoyt
William Arakelian
William Pacunas
Paul G. Peoples
Paul A. Vallee
Joseph R. Veno
Murray C. Airhart
Walter R. Franklin
Hobart E. Nelson
Michael P. Clooan
Larry E. Frederick
Bruce J. Donaghey
Herbert G. Perry
Robert A. Castine
Herbert N. McSheehy
Richard L. Wood
Paul K. Sheridan
Michael S. Conchiglia
Dennis T. Farrell
Robert J. Silva
Chester M. Thurston
Robert F. Flynn
N. Kevin Patterson
Patrick M. O’Brien
Brian A. Richards
Charles R. Pothier
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CLERK
Barbara B . Adams
POLICEWOMAN
Marie A. Cormier
FIRE DEPARTMENT ROSTER
CHIEF
Robert W. Pratt
DEPUTY CHIEF
Victor H . Cail
CAPTAINS
Theodore W. Turner, Jr.
Russell E. Carter
Leonard J. Redfem
Arthur W. Steele
LIEUTENANTS
Leslie L. Hadley
Robert H . Thomas
Donald V. Jackson
James W. Sharkey
FIREFIGHTERS
Nelson F. Andrews
Ronald D. Michelini
Frederick E. Livingstone
Donald L. Michelini
George L. Turner
Ernest G. Babcock, Jr.
Wilfred E. Boudreau Jr.
Daniel J. Doran
Willard F. Nichols
Peter R. Vincent
Malcolm W. Hubbard
Robert P. O’Brien
Joseph T. Hines, Jr.
Verlon M. Curtis
Joseph Cummings, III
Thomas W. Lyle
Anthony J. Gentile
Paul D. Murphy
Alan B. McMahon
William F. Campbell, III
Francis P. Driscoll
Richard E. Van Horn
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James A. Stevenson
John F. Beaudoin, Jr.
Roger C. Quimby
Arthur H. Vars
Stephen A. Ballou
Philip G. Dole
George E. Cress
James D. Freda
Steven M. Granelli
Donald L. Wood
Robert J. Campbell
Stephen M. Shea
Kenneth M. Campbell, Jr
David C. Bishop
John A. Faulkner
John T. Kucinski
Gordon E. Sargent
Donald E. Stead
John T. Mooney
Domenic D. Ricci
James A. Tracy
CLERK
Ruth K . Murray
MECHANIC
Albert A. Tarpin
SUPT. OF FIRE ALARM
Robert W. Pratt
FOREST WARDEN
Robert W. Pratt
DEPUTY FOREST WARDENS
Deputy Chief, Victor H. Cail
Lieut. Robert H. Thomas
Irving E. Dickey, Jr.
Benjamin E. Nichols
George B. Perry, III
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List of Jurors for 1977 - 1978
Prepared by the Board of Selectmen
Adams, Charles M., Jr.
Adams, Charlotte S.
Adams, Robert W.
Afentakis, Nicholas J.
Allan, Robert B.
Arsenault, Lisa M.
Aunchman, Patricia A.
Bailey, Richard L., Sr.
Bailey, Scott K.
Baione, Lawrence J.
Baird, Elizabeth
Baltier, Mark P.
Barraclough, Susan B.
Barrett, Lucretia L.
Beck, Josephine E.
Bennett, Elizabeth M.
Berg, Ruth M.
Bevilacqua, Frances D.
Bigwood, Brenda B.
Blakely, Ellen T.
Bliss, Vivian W.
Blunt, Ralph C.
Boness, Michael J.
Bonzagni, Richard M.
Boomazian, Aram A.
Borden, Robert A.
Boschelli, Michael J.
Bothe, Albert E.
Boudreau, Robert J.
Bradley, Robert L.
Brown. Carol Ann
Bryant, David L.
Burbine, Dynthia M.
Burbine, Ruth A
Burkholder, Louis Ann
Burns, Barbara A.
Burns, Eleanor C.
Butler, William A.
Byington, Sheila A.
Cahill, Stephen T.
Calvin, Phyllis E.
Campbell, Alfred R.
Campbell, Floyd
Campanella, Shirley R.
Carr, Gary B.
Casey, Joseph H.
Castonguay, Denise
Cataldo, Kathryn N.
169 Wakefield St.
245 Lowell St.
57 Westcroft Rd.
73 Linden St.
235 Pearl St.
23 Barbara Lane
82 Middlesex Ave.
69 Woburn St.
81 Forest St.
80 Woburn St.
227 Woburn St.
48 Charles St.
3 Beacon St.
20 Holly Rd.
60 Dana Rd.
15 Wells Rd.
154 Belmont St.
540 West St.
258 Charles St.
75 Spruce Road
64 Wakefield St.
22 Linden St.
82 Mineral St.
102 Village St.
9 Harold Ave.
11 Lakeview Ave.
116 Franklin St.
23 Middlesex Ave.
37 Mt. Vernon St.
57 Longwood Rd.
17 Bond St.
562 Summer Ave.
7 Parker St.
7 Parker St.
55 Red Gate Lane
192 Wakefield St.
89 Washington St.
4 Fielding Rd.
25 Park Ave.
462 Summer Ave.
11 Hunt St.
484 Main St.
46 Richards Rd.
88 Grove St.
539 West St.
11 Franklin St.
11 Mill St.
47 Johanna Dr.
President & Owner
Housewife
Retired
Data Proc. Sr. Analyst
Adm. Assistant
Clerk
Kitchen Help
Custodian
Optial Tech
Music Teacher
Homemaker
Student
Advertising Manager
Housewife
Bookkeeper
Tax Examiner
Admin. Secretary
Clerk Typist
Proofreader
Executive Secretary
Admin. Secretary
Admin. Secretary
Scientist
Equipment Installer
Computer Appl. Consultant
Unemployed
Student
Engineer-aide
Asst. Food Service Man.
Salesman
Student
Traffic Engineer
Executive Secretary
Payroll Supervisor
Bookkeeper
Secretary
Homemaker
Manager of Gvt. Services
Bank Teller
Photographer
Retired
Electric Truck Driver
Microwave Engineer
Legal Secretary
Student
News Agent
Mechanical Inspector
Secretary
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Ceccacci, Anthony
Ceruolo, Louis
Chamberlain, Daniel L.
Chapman, Karen E.
Cheverie, Philip
Christensen, Rachel L.
Clapper, Charles P., Jr.
Cogan, Arthur L.
Colbert, James H.
Collins, Richard H.
Concannon, Thomas J.
Connors, Frank J.
Connors, Margaret E
Connors, William P.
Conte, Oscar
Conti, John W.
Converse, Fay M.
Corindina, A. Ernest
Cosenza, Laurence R.
Costa, Anne G.
Cotreau, Laurence M.
Covino, Anthony M.
Cripps, Lucie M.
Cronin, Rosemary M.
Cross, Richard G.
Cross, Rosemary K.
Crowley, John L.
Crawford, Kenneth L.
Cryan, Raymond E.
Cullinane, Timothy J.
Dahodwala, Ashraf
Dalessandro, Antonio
Dauphinee, Kenneth S.
Davis, Evelyn M.
Davis, Mark L.
Deardorff, George B
Defuria, Anthony J.
Dickerman, John A.
Dill, Helen G.
Doherty, John F.
Doherty, Paul F.
Doiron, Robert J.
Donovan, Bernard F., Jr.
Doran, Lynn A.
Doucette, John D.
Driscoll, Joseph P.
Driscoll, William G.
Dulong, Rita M.
Eastman, Ruth
Englund, Clifton P.
Fannon, James J.
Field, Joseph A.
27 Dividence Rd.
10 Field Pond Dr.
380 Pearl St.
10 Irving St.
61 Lowell St.
12 Sunnyside Ave.
53 Maple Ridge Rd.
26 Warren Ave.
99 Haverhill St.
75 Deering St.
6 Tamarack Rd.
91 Van Norden Rd.
213 Lowell St.
12 Wakefield St.
98 Woburn St.
82 Linden St.
544 Franklin St.
194 Pearl St.
14 Evergreen Rd.
41 Batchelder Rd.
36 Westcroft Rd.
9 Kelch St.
12 Woodland St.
170 South St.
10 Willard Rd.
17 Palmer Hill Ave.
140 High St.
187 Lowell St.
14 Parkman Rd.
149 Summer Ave.
21 Field Pond Dr.
40 South St.
8 Milton Rd.
603 Main St.
10 Edgemont St.
20 Gardner Rd.
372 Haverhill St.
77 Arcadia Ave.
325 Summer Ave.
24 Tamarack Rd.
109 Wakefield St.
14 Countryside Lane
144 Prospect St.
20 Vista Ave.
145 Woburn St.
51 Intervale Terrace
336 Lowell St.
120 Howard St.
149 Pleasant St.
397 South St.
12 Sandra Lane
63 Whittier Rd.
Unemployed
Sales Manager
Retired
Student - College
International Admin.
Homemaker
Chief of Plan. & Design
Supervisor
Elec, and Gen. Contracting
Land Supervisor
Student
Bricklayer
Homemaker
Owner
Construction Laborer
District Manager
Vice Pres.
Salesman
Assist. Office Manager
Office Manager
Carpenter
Asst. Principal
Homemaker
Medical Receptionist
Printer
Clerk
Electronic Designer
Service Representative
Financial Analyst
Warehouse Man for Prod. Co.
Engineer
Self employed
Automobile Mechanic
Cook
Restaurant Worker
Geologist
Mechanical Engineer
Staff Engineer
At. Home
Electrician
Installer
Foreman
Manager
Hairdresser
Retired
Experditer
Unemployed
Warehouse Worker-Picker
Technical Services
Self-employed
Unemployed
Manager
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Flynn, Patricia A.
Foley, Robert W., Jr.
Franzone, Joseph
Frazier, Edna D.
Fuller. Gladys B.
Gardiner, Donald E.
Gaskill, Ann M.
Gildea, James J.. Jr.
Gillon, John J.
Gilman, Carl E.
Golon, Patricia N.
Goodrich, Philip M.
Gould, James E., Jr.
Grasso, Richard A.
Greene, Ethel M.
Greene, Russell B., Jr.
Grieco, John P.
Guazzaolca, William A.
Gunn, Chester P.
Haley, Grace M.
Hamer, Joyce M.
Hancock, Janette
Harlow, Virginia M.
Hart. Susan L.
Hartley. Marion G.
Hatfield, Paul E.
Hawe. Wendell I., Jr.
Hayden, Ruth L.
Henderson, James H.
Herook, John T.
Herzog, William F.
Hewitt, George A., Sr.
Hill, Elizabeth B.
Hines. James, J.
Holleran, Edward P.
Hollis, Edith M.
Holmes, Lawrence M.
Hubbard, Leonard S.
Hubbard, Paul V.
Hurley, Lois A.
Ivas, Stephen A.
Jack. Brian A.
Johnson, Frank E., Ill
Johnson, Lee F.
Jones, Wayne D.
Jesser, Richard A.
Kapitan, John J.
Kasper, Francis J., Jr.
Kelliher, Joseph M.
Kelly, Martha A.
Kelmon, Mildred E.
Kennedy, Beatrice C.
51 Bancroft Ave.
78 Scotland Rd.
13 Browning Terrace
103 Green St.
24 Shelby Rd.
35 Sunnyside Ave.
76 Forest St.
233 Haverhill St.
34 Winthrop Ave.
93 Harnden St.
140 Green St.
93 Belmont St.
44 Pearl St.
475 Pearl St.
7 Warren Ave.
31 Cape Cod Ave.
6 F. St.
61 Arcadia
237 Franklin St.
14 John St.
257 West St.
1008 Main St.
17 Village St.
37 Hanscom Ave.
139 Washington St.
80 Forest St.
191 Woburn St.
89 King St.
3 Harriman Ave.
29 Glen Rd.
14 Shady Hill Lane
23 Lee St.
40 Linnea Lane
99 Oak St.
186 Lowell St.
225 Forest St.
15 Lakeview Ave.
9 Kingston St.
7 Pilgrim Rd.
47 Whittier Rd.
451 Lowell St.
1124 Main St.
14 Bear Hill Rd.
46 Hancock St.
21 Pine Ridge Circle
6 Vale St.
246 Walnut St.
76 Village St.
10 Mt. Vernon St.
42 Knollwood Rd.
213 South St.
7 Oak Ridge Rd.
Bank Teller
Student
Jr. Civil Engineer
Unemployed
Waitress
Manager, Inventory
Selector
Tax Accountant
Industrial Engineer
Pkg. Design Engr.
Tray Aide
General Manager
Decollating Operator
Hairdresser
Cafeteria Attendant
Machinist
Clerk
Accountant
Staff Supervisor
Part-time Secretary
Medical Secretary
Secretary
Homemaker
Secretary
Hairstylist
Laborer
Controller
Homemaker
Supervisor
Service Man
Engineer
Salesman
Housewife
Quality Assurance Spec.
Claims Manager
Homemaker
Driver
Machinist
Custodian
Bookkeeper
Student
College Student
Meter Reader
Carpenter
Feeder Man
Regional Admin.
Unemployed
Supervisor
Lab Technician
Cashier
Homemaker
Personnel Assist.
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Knox, Frances
Kydd, William L., Jr.
Laier, Carl P.
LeBlanc, Roman J.
LeFave, Diane E.
Leighty, Gwen L.
Lewis, Sheryl
Lindquist, Richard T.
Lindstrom, Carolyn L.
Liotine, Marie
Lydstone, William T., Jr.
MacKay, Marjorie G.
MacLean, Forrest E.
Maddalena, Paul K.
Magrane, Florence E.
Mahoney, Kevin T.
Manghis, George A.
Mangion, Raymond C.
Manning, Bertha L.
Maria, Jennie M.
Mathews, Bernard F.
McCarthy, Charles E.
McCleery, Doroghy
McFarland, Linda H.
McHardy, Mildred M.
McLaughlin, John M.
McNamara, Helen A.
Miller, Dorah M.
Miller, Franklin B.
Miscowski, Lawrence E.
Morini, June A.
Morrison, David R.
Morrison, George J.
Murphy, Lois M.
Murphy, Patricia R.
Nalchajian, Donald W.
Nelson, Waldo
Nicholas, Marjorie W.
Nigro, Agnes J.
Noonan, Scott E.
Nordberg, Linda C.
O'Brien Marion L.
O’Brien, Peter
Olsen, Susan P.
Parker, Diana P.
Pendergast, Marjorie
Penno, Robert L.
Piani, A., Brian
Picano, Joseph H.
Polk, Kenneth L.
Pothier, Marie J.
Powers, Maureen E.
10 Torre St.
210 Main St.
1 Lakeview Ave.
24 Tower Rd
.
15 Willow St.
11 Lakeveiw Ave.
46 Tamarack Rd.
975 Main St.
18 Henzie St.
599 Summer Ave.
70 Oak Ridge Rd
.
74 Mt. Vernon St.
7 Grant St.
14 B St.
259 Grove St.
8 Greenwood Rd.
9 Smith Ave.
55 Intervale Terr.
518 Summer Ave.
29 Belmont St.
17 Wentworth Rd.
43 Woodland St.
35 Green St.
2 Maple St.
50 Orange St.
217 Washington St.
341 West St.
521 Pearl St.
1 Indiana Ave.
76 Dana Rd.
651 Summer Ave.
508 West St.
126 Charles St.
27 Colburn St.
310 Ash St.
15 Arnold Ave.
34 Sandra Lane
166 Prescott St.
77 Sturges Rd.
51 Kieran Rd.
32 Pennsylvania Ave.
166 High St.
43 Glenmore Circle
216 Summer Ave.
20 Boyce St.
77 Hartshorn St.
102 Winthrop Ave.
77 Middlesex Ave.
87 Gleason Rd.
223 Washington St.
24 Plymouth Rd.
185 Grove St.
Homemaker
Compositor
Supervisor
Journeyman Plumber
Produce Clerk
Student Nurse
Student
Engineer
Cafeteria Worker
Error Adjustment Clerk
Salesman & Treasurer
Homemaker
Meat Cutter
Engineering Aide
Bookkeeper
Student
Porter & Gas Attendent
Chemical Tech.
Homemaker
Homemaker
Engineering Tech.
Salesman
Bookkeeper
Legal Secretary
Homemaker
Filter Pump Operator
Homemaker
Homemaker
Supr. Reproduction Dept.
Marketing Specialist
Systems Engineer
Profess. Musician; Clerk
Truck Driver
Homemaker
Inventory Supervisor
Estimator
Sr. Field Engineer
Homemaker
Tester
Student
V. P. Clerk of Corp.
Microfilm Camera Operator
Student
Secretary
Clerk Typist
Secretary
Supervisor
Assist. Controller
Director, Administration
Senior Draftsman
Accounts Payable Clerk
Traffic Coordinator
Quinn, Harold S.
Rice, Richard S.
Rideout, John G.
Ripa, Thomas J.
Robbins, Christopher S.
Robertson, Ann
Robichard, Joseph W.
Robinson, Margaret M.
Roche, William K.
Roman, George
Ryan, Donald W.
Sandberg, Ronald E.
Sellars, Alma E.
Shea, Michael S.
Sheafe, Ruth S.
Sherpey, James T.
Sinatra, Patricia M.
Slocomb, Edward S. Jr.
Smith, Barbara S.
Smith, David
Smith, Edward B.
Smith, Edwin M.
Smith, James H.
Smith, Maisie E.
Smith, Susan G.
Snyder, Barbara E.
Spaulding, Jean M.
Spengler, Susan C.
Stevens, Paul R.
Stewart, Jennifer A.
Stone, Barbara L.
Stone, Russell H. Jr.
Sullivan, Anna A.
Sullivan, John W.
Surette, John M.
Swanson, Harold W.
Swenson, Donald H.
Symonds, William R.
Terrazzano, Patrick V.
Tucker, Willard B. Jr.
Twomey, Jean M.
Vaughn, David E.
Venditti, Anthony F.
Vinci, Cheryl M.
Vitale, James
Walker, Jana L.
Walsh, John, P.
Warren, Rosemary A.
Wells, Heber
Weston, Sumner H.
Wexler, Ilse H.
White, Anne K.
1230 Main St.
25 Larch Lane
68 Hopkins St.
275 Haven St.
42 Dudley St.
124 Timbemeck Dr.
15 Libby Ave.
20 Osborne Ave.
392 Grove St.
41 Avalon Rd.
31 Federal St.
896 Main St.
17 Vale Rd.
180 Washington St.
54 Temple St.
12 Pratt St.
55 Grand St.
30 Dudley St.
54 Temple St.
100 Libby Ave.
483 franklin St.
100 Libby Ave.
96 Libby Ave.
15 Mineral St.
22 Middlesex Ave.
74 Highland St.
174 Salem St.
402 Pearl St.
91 Pearl St.
125 Howard St.
27 Melbourne Ave.
47 Emerson St.
93 Summer Ave.
28 Highland St.
13 Washington St.
29 Juniper Circle
21 Harrison St.
68 Vine St.
64 Grand St.
23 California Rd.
127 Charles St.
27 Fox Run Lane
7 Springvale Rd.
12 Scout Hill Lane
19 Fairview Ave.
52 James Rd.
25 Woodward Ave.
35 Hancock St.
23 Briarwood Ave.
165 Bancroft Ave.
29 Pennsylvania Ave.
40 Vine St.
Night Custodian
Copy Editor
Drafting Supervisor
Data Tech.
Grocery Clerk
Secretary
Design Draftsman
Homemaker
Lineman
Sales Representative
Comptroller
Driver of a Truck
Clerk
Truck Driver
Homemaker
Production Engineer
Secretary
Credit Manager
Customer Service
Mason Tender
Manager
Mason Tender
Custodial Work
Homemaker
Interpretive Assistant
Housewife
Unemployed
Installation & Ser. Man.
Library Clerk
General Clerk
Housewife
Salesman
Receptionist
Store Manager
Warehouse Worker
Machine Maintenance
Unemployed
Factory worker
Clerk, Mail Carrier
Vice President
Student
Compter System Analyst
Crew Dispatcher
Unemployed
Self-employed
Student
Computer Systems
Research Assistant
Consultant
Owner, Manager
Salesclerk
Personnel Clerk
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Wilmot, Donald E.
Wood, Carl W.
Wyatt, Harold W.
Zarella, Anthony
129 Grove St.
1 Charles St.
636 Pearl St.
23 Elm St.
Supr. Customer Accts.
Adm. Assistant
Real Estate Broker
Foreman
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Report of the Town Clerk
During the period of January 1, 1977 to December 31, 1977, the
following Vital Statistics were recorded in this office:
Births 223
Deaths 163
Marriages 314
Also, during the period 1,984 dog licenses were issued as follows:
Male dogs 948
Spayed female dogs 876
Female dogs 151
Kennels 9
1,984
A total of 660 Fish and Wildlife licenses were issued during the year
1977.
A total of $17,254.48 in receipts were collected and turned over to
the Town during this time period.
Only one election was conducted during the year of 1977, which
provided an opportunity for us to catch up on many other projects; for
example, our lower vault where our older records are maintained is in
excellent condition as are the books that are stored there. The list of dog
owners who had not licensed their dogs recently was thoroughly
screened, and with the excelllnt assistance of the Dog Officer, Mr.
Douglas Carpenter, approximately $350.00 in fines was collected and an
equal number of delinquent dogs were licensed.
The condition of the storage and maintenance of election equipment
remains the same with no solution in sight.
I would like at this time to express again my sincere appreciation to
those Boards and Committees who supported this office in the per-
formance of many tasks. Without their help and cooperation our job
would have been most difficult and less effective.
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
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NOTICE TO PARENTS, HOUSEWIVES, PHYSICIANS
AND MIDWIVES
Your attention is called to the sections below taken from the revised
laws. Blank forms for return of birth may be obtained from the Town
Clerk.
GENERAL LAWS, CHAP. 46, SEC. 3
(TERCENTENARY EDITION)
(AS AMENDED BY CHAPTER 326, SECTION 1,
ACTS OF 1939
Every physician, or hospital medical officer registered under section
nine of chapter one hundred and twelve, in this chapter called officer,
shall keep a record of the birth of every child in cases which he was in
charge showing date and place of birth, the name, if any, of the child, its
sex and color, the name, age, birthplace occupation and residence (in-
cluding the street number, if any, and the ward number if in a city) of
each parent, the maiden name of the mother and the name of the
physician or officer if any, personally attending the birth. If the child is
illegitimate, the name of the other facts relating to the father shall not be
set forth except upon written request of both the father and mother,
provided that if an illegitimate child shall have become legitimate by the
intermarriage of his parents and the acknowledgment of his father, as
provided in section seven of chapter one hundred and ninety, prior to the
mailing or delivery of any report herein required such report shall read in
all respects as if such child had been born to such parents in lawful
wedlock. Said physician or officer shall, within fifteen days after such
birth, mail or deliver to the clerk or registrar of the town where such birth
occurred, a report stating the facts herein above required to be shown on
said record and also the said written request, if any; provided that if said
report is not so made within forty -eight hours after such birth, said
physician, or officer shall, within said forty-eight hours mail or deliver to
said clerk or registrar a notice stating the date and place of the birth, the
street number, if any, the ward number if in a city, and the family name.
Upon presentation to him of a certificate of the town clerk stating that
any such birth has been duly reported, the town treasurer shall pay to
such physician or officer a fee of twenty-five cents for each birth so
reported. Any physician or any such officer violating any provision of
this section shall forfeit not more than twenty -five dollars. The said town
clerk or registrar shall file daily with the local board of health, a list of all
births reported to him, showing, as to each, the date of birth, sex, color,
family name, residence, ward, and physician or officer in charge.
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Within sixty days after the date of the birth of any child bom in the
commonwealth with visible congenital deformities, or any condition
apparently acquired at birth, which may lead to crippling, the physician
in attendance upon said births shall prepare upon a form provided by the
state department of public health and file with the clerk of the town
where such birth occurred, a report setting forth such visible congenital
deformity, or any condition apparently acquired at birth which may lead
to crippling.
Said clerk shall transmit forthwith to said department such sup-
plementary report of such births. The contents of such report shall be
solely for the use of said department in connection with its functions
relative to crippled children, and such report shall not be open to public
inspection or constitute a public record.
GENERAL LAWS, CHAP. 46, SEC. 6
Parents within forty days after the birth of a child, and every
householder, within forty days after a birth in his home, shall cause
notice thereof to be given to the clerk of the town where such child is
born.
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER III
Sections 110 and 111 require physicians, registered hospitals,
medical officers, nurses or other attendants to report at once to the local
board of health, every child one or both of whose eyes become inflamed,
swollen and red and show an unnatural discharge within two weeks after
birth.
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Special Town Meeting
Walter S. Parker Junior High School Auditorium March 21, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham, at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. Ward M. Coleman of Old
South United Methodist Church, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag.
The Warrant was partially read by the Town Clerk, when on motion
of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted to dispense with further reading of
the Warrant, except the Constable’s Return, which was then read by the
Town Clerk.
ARTICLE 1. The following report was read by Elizabeth W.
Klepeis, Chairman of the Finance Committee:
Finance Committee Financial Report
(1)
Free Cash $386,486 — Surplus Revenue
(2)
Finance committee Reserve Fund $61,815.67
Date— 11/8 Real Estate Valuation Listing $275.00
11/30 Election & Registration Expense $2,995.00
9/28 Board of Health Expense (Dead Animals) $900.00
2/8 Snow and Ice Removal $80,000.00
7/8 Telephone $4,014.33
(3)
Revenue Sharing $270,510.00
for a month’s period; one more payment expected
Anti-Recession payment $37,500.00
There will be a hearing on this prior to Annual Town Meeting
(4)
Cherry Sheet
On Assessments: $137,946. more
On Receipts: $ 48,876. more
About $90,000 less than last year
School Department understands that if HBl passes, we will have
Chapter 70 aid reduced by $125,000.
Therefore: we may be facing something around $200,000 less from
the State in the coming year.
These figures include adjustments to the current fiscal year’s
receipts, so that we expect to receive all of our payments from the State.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
25
ARTICLE 1. The following report of the Planning Board was
presented by Maureen O’Brien, Chairman of the Planning Board:
On November 8, 1976 the Planning Board requested and received
from Town Meeting the sum of Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000) for
Technical Assistance for a Revision of the Reading Zoning By-Laws.
After interviewing a number of consultants, the firm of Thomas
Associates, a subsidiary of Universal Engineering, at 100 Boylston
Street, Boston was selected. The revision was begun in December of
1976.
On march 28, 1977 at 7:30 P.M. the Planning Board is going to hold
a public meeting with the intent of reviewing the proposed changes with
all interested citizens . These would include a new format or codification
of the By-Laws, additions and changes in the definitions, clarification of
the permitted and prohibited uses in each district, the changes mandated
by Chapter 808 and the By-Law options allowed by Chapter 808 such as
Cluster Zoning, Site Plan Review and Special Permits.
This meeting is scheduled to be held in Room 2 with plans to move to
the Community Center should there be an overflow crowd.
This meeting is not the final Public Hearing but an informational
forum on the changes to the By-Laws. A final Public Hearing will be
held.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
On motion of James J. Sullivan Jr., it was voted to lay Article 1 on
the table.
On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr., it was voted to lay Article 2 on
the table.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($4,500.) be
transferred from surplus revenue and appropriated for the non-
contributory pensions and annuities
,
said sum to be expended under the
direction of the Contributory Retirement Board.
ARTICLE 4. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Fifteen Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($15,600) be
transferred from surplus revenue and appropriated for Group Insurance
as defined in the Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 32B, said sum to
be expended under the direction of the Insurance Committee.
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ARTICLE 5. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Sixty-two Thousand Dollars ($62,000) be transferred
from surplus revenue and appropriated for all insurance other than Group
Insurance, said sum to be expended under the direction of the Insurance
Committee.
ARTICLE 6. On motion of Richard J. Ogden, it was voted that
the sum of Sixty-four Thousand One Hundred Ninety -five Dollars and
Ninety-four Cents ($64,195.94) be transferred from surplus revenue for
salaries of municipal employees for an additional pay week in the current
fiscal year and appropriated as follows, each item being considered a
separate appropriation:
Public Works Salaries $21,144.00
Salaries for Construction, Maintenance
and Operation ofWaterWorks 2 ,848 .00
Fire Department Salaries 16,000.00
Police Department Salaries 13,000.00
Selectmen Salaries 427.80
Town Accountant Salaries 55 1 .40
Town Treasurer Salaries 495.91
Town Collector Salaries 625 . 7
1
Assessor’s Salaries 946.52
Town Clerk Salaries 384.89
Personnel Board Salaries 189.54
Municipal Building Maintenance Salaries 725.05
Building Inspector Salaries 325.64
Dog Officer Salaries 150.00
Conservation Commission Salaries 212.56
Board of Health Salaries 460. 16
Veterans Salaries 337.12
Library Salaries 3 ,500 .00
Cemetery Salaries 1,611.43
Council on Aging 260 . 2
GRAND TOTAL SALARIES $64,195.94
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
payment, during the year 1977, of bills unpaid for previous fiscal years
for goods and services actually rendered to the Town, or take any other
action with respect thereto.
On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted that Article 7 be
indefinitely postponed.
ARTICLE 8. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Twelve Thousand Four Hundred Forty-two Dollars and
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Seventy-seven Cents ($12,442.77) be transferred from surplus revenue
and appropriated to the Fire Department Salaries Account.
ARTICLE 9. On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that the
sum of Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($11,800) be transferred
from surplus revenue and appropriated for telephone expenses under the
Selectmen’s Expense Account.
ARTICLE 10. To see what sum the Town will raise by borrowing
or from the tax levy, or transfer from available funds or otherwise and
appropriate for the purchase of oil for heating, and for electrical energy
supplied to the Reading Public Schools, or what it will do in relation
thereto.
On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted that Article 10 be
indefinitely postponed.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Edward F. Fuller, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Four Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($4,200) be
transferred from surplus revenue and appropriated for professional
assistance to the Board of Library Trustees in order to develop a program
to provide adequate facilities for the Public Library. Said sum to be
expended under the direction of the Board of Library Trustees.
ARTICLE 12. On motion of John H. Russell it was voted that the
sum of Thirty Thousand Three Hundred and Twenty-nine Dollars
($30,329.00) received, or to be received from the Commonwealth under
Chapter 765, Section 4, Acts of 1972 be appropriated for the purpose of
improving and constructing Chapter 90 Highways as requested by the
Board of Public Works.
ARTICLE 13. To see what sum of Town will raise by borrowing,
or from the tax levy, or transfer from available funds, or otherwise, and
appropriate for the Board of Public Works for Snow and Ice Removal
Salaries and Expense, or take any other action with respect thereto.
On motion of John H. Russell it was voted that Article 13 be in-
definitely postponed.
ARTICLE 14. To see what sum the Town will raise by borrowing,
or from the tax levy, or tranfer from available funds, or otherwise, and
appropriate for the Board of Public Works for Public Works Department
Salaries and Expense, or take any other action with respect thereto.
On motion of John H. Russell it was voted that Article 14 be in-
definitely postponed.
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ARTICLE 15. On motion of James R. Boucher it was voted that
the Town transfer the care, custody, management and control of the
following described parcel of land held by the Town of Reading for
conservation purposes to the Reading Board of Public Works for the
purpose of public utility construction; and authorize the Board of
Selectmen to petition the General Court for such legislation as may be
necessary to carry out the purposes of this vote.
A certain parcel of land being a portion of lot 1 on the Assessors Plat
Number 117, bounded and described as follows:
Beginning at a point on the westerly side line of Haverhill Street, 42
feet south of an iron pipe on the boundary between land now or formerly
of David L. and Florence J. Richards and the Town of Reading;
thence S. 11°24’30” E. along said side line of Haverhill Street, a
distance of 40 feet;
thence S. 78°35’30” W. by Town of Reading, a distance of 40 feet;
thence N. 11°24’30” W. by Town of Reading, a distance of 40 feet;
thence N. 78° 35 ’30” E. by Town of Reading, a distance of 40 feet
and the point of beginning.
Said parcel to contain 1,600 square feet, more or less, and being
more fully shown on a plan made by the Board of Public Works of the
Town of Reading, dated January, 1977, which is to be recorded herewith.
120 voted in the affirmative
0 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
ARTICLE 16. On motion of James R. Boucher it was voted that
the Town acquire by purchase, for conservation purposes under the
provisions of General Laws Chapter 40 Section 8C, as amended, the
following described parcel of land and that the sum of One Dollar ($1.00)
be transferred from surplus revenue and appropriated for such
acquisition.
A certain parcel of land shown as lot 41 on a plan of land entitled
“Haverhill Street, Reading” James Adams, C.E., dated April, 1899,
recorded with the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 114,
Plan Number 39; and, also shown as lot 3 on the Reading Assessors Plat
Number 198, bounded and described as follows:
Bounded on the east by land of Town of Reading, held for con-
servation purposes;
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bounded on the south and west by land now or formerly of Curt E
.
and Mildred B. Nitzsche;
bounded on the north by land now or formerly of Patrick M.
Procopio.
Said parcel to contain 11,900 square feet, more or less and to be
shown on a plan of land to be prepared for the Reading Conservation
Commission and duly recorded.
Being said parcel of land taken for taxes by the Town of Reading
from James W. Phelps in 1923.
120 voted in the affirmative
0 voted in the negative
On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted to take Article 2
from the table.
On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted that Article 2 be
indefinitely postponed.
On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted to take Article 1 *
from the table.
On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted that Article 1 be
indefinitely postponed.
On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted that this meeting
stand adjourned, sine die, at 10:35 P.M., March 21, 1977.
141 Town Meeting members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
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Annual Town Election
April 11, 1977
Pursuant to the Warrant and the Constable’s Return thereon, a
Town Election was held at the time and places specified in the Warrant
and was called to order by the Wardens in the precincts as follows:
who then partially read the Warrant, when on motion of John J. An-
dreola, Elizabeth W. Klepeis, Joseph P. Riemer, Barbara D. Winkler,
Ann Cusato, Eva C. Swift, John F. Cronin and Francis X. Day in
Precincts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ,6, 7 and 8 respectfully it was voted to dispense
with the further reading of the Warrant, except the Constable’s Return,
which was then read by the Wardens in charge.
The ballot boxes were examined by the Wardens in charge and each
found to be empty and all registered 000.
The polls were then declared open at 7:00 A.M. and were closed at
8:00 P.M. with the following results:
Precinct 1 J. Warren Killam School
Precinct 2 J. Warren Killam School
Precinct 3 Joshua Eaton School
Precinct 4 Josua Eaton School
Precinct 5 Community Center
Precinct 6 Alice M . Barrows School
Precinct 7 Highland School
Precinct 8 Memorial High School
Pearl E. Malphrus
Russell H. Stone, Jr.
Henry A. Murphy, Jr.
C . Dewey Smith
Fred C. Kenney, Jr.
Kenneth C. Latham
John H. Crooker
Edward P. Cameron
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MUNNICIPAL
LIGHT
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Total
241
188
136
328
210
318
324
215
1960
PRECINCT 1
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS for three years
Than Eight
Alexander T. Botka
Jean R. Cary
David F. Ham
Robert W. Shannon
Paul C. Neilson
Willard D. Perkins
Willard F. Perkins
Catherine A. Quimby
John P. Rafferty, Jr.
Edward D. Winkler
Blanks
Vote for Not More
125
144
139
140
132
110
95
158
116
152
617
Total 1928
PRECINCT 2
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS for three years — Vote for Not More
Than Eight
Victor H. Cail 129
George W. Cashman 117
Anthony V. Sarcone 124
Frank B. Welin 122
Gail F. Wood 122
William A. Boland 98
Charles W. Chisholm, III 123
John C. Newman 112
Timothy B. Pressey 114
Bernard 0 ’Shaughnessy 1
Blanks 442
Total 1504
TOWN MEETING MEMBER for two years - Vote for One
Henry F. Adams 6
Ruben Marrocco 1
Donald G . Bradford 1
Bernard O’Shaughnessy 1
Blanks 179
Total 188
36
PRECINCT 3
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS for three years — Vote for Not More
Than Eight
William P. Acquaviva 88
Martha H . Cayton 81
Charles A. Darby 78
John B. Jenks 72
Joyce K. Miller 91
Benjamin E. Nichols 93
Stephen G. Viegas 79
John R. Healey 74
Edward L. Kelly 80
Blanks 352
Total 1088
TOWN MEETING MEMBER for two years - Vote for One
Warren F. Moore 102
Blanks 34
Total 136
TOWN MEETING MEMBER for one year - Vote for One
Perry G . Cayton 2
Blanks 134
Total 136
PRECINCT 4
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS for three years - Vote for Not More
Than Eight
Robert B . Carlson 162
Alfred T. Doughty, Jr. 190
Francis H. Doughty 195
Myma R. Jone$ 188
Malcolm E . Reed 170
Julie A. Cosentino 118
John L. Fallon, Jr. 147
Edward F. Fuller 133
Gayllis B . Paynter 119
John W. Price 121
Linda J . Whitehead 168
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Robert P. Zitzow 129
Blanks 784
Total 2624
PRECINCT 5
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS for three years — Vote for Not More
Than Eight
Mary J . Andreola 147
Pauline B . Dishmon 141
Walter F. Matson 135
John G. Moore 143
William F. Smith 142
James R. Valentine 145
Winthrop P. Frazier 1
Camille W. Anthony 1
Arline L. Smith 1
Charlene P . Smith 1
Blanks 823
Total 1680
PRECINCT 6
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS for three years - Vote for Not More
Than Eight
Catherine K. Dolben 212
H. William Harlow. Jr. 174
Diane K. Haynes 182
Francis Michael Keane 176
Barry J. Mitchel 169
Richard A. Nihan, Jr. 163
Allan E . Ames 171
Russell S. Stein 127
Albert L . Stewart 151
Marian M . Tyminski 192
Blanks 827
Total 2544
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PRECINCT 7
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS for three years — Vote for Not More
Than Eight
Lester W. Bowen 208
Karen A. Cerretani 223
Thomas J. Flaherty, Jr. 220
George V. Hines 224
William J. Hughes, Jr. 221
Maureen T. O'Brien 231
Derek R. Beckwith 240
Charlotte Thompson 6
Lawrence Durkin 20
Enid Schmuch 1
Edward Dean 1
Blanks 997
Total 2592
TOWN MEETING MEMBER for one year — vote for One
John Zorabedian, Jr. 237
Richard Reilly 1
Bernice Dean 1
Richard Remy 1
Blanks 84
Total 324
PRECINCT 8
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS for three years — Vote for Not More
Than Eight
William C. Brown 126
Joseph DiGiovanni 124
Maxine R. Gilvey 127
Myles L. Lamson, Jr. 123
M. Frances Osborn 124
George B. Perry, II 142
George M. Richards 125
Gail F. Barrasso 109
Donald E. Sweet, Jr. 127
Blanks 593
Total 1720
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TOWN MEETING MEMBER for one year — vote for One
Elizabeth W. Klepeis
Joseph A. Barrasso, Jr.
Rodney H . Gilvey
Thomas H . Grosvenor
Roy W. Wilson
Blanks 209
1
1
1
1
2
Total 215
The polls were closed at 8:00 P.M. with the following results:
Whole number of votes cast 1,960.
The votes were declared in Open Town Meeting, sealed in ballot
envelopes and transmitted to the Town Clerk to be placed in the vault for
safe keeping.
Voted to adjourn 11:30 P.M., April 11, 1977.
A true record. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
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Annual Town Election
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium May 2, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham, at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. Lewis MacLean of the Church
of the Nazarene, and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
A moment of silence was observed in memory of Mr. A. Lloyd David
who passed away on April 23rd, 1977. Mr. David was a charter member
of the limited form of Town Meeting in the Town of Reading, and a long-
time member of the Planning Board.
ARTICLE 2. The following address was presented by Richard J.
Ogden, Chairman of the Board of Selectmen:
STATE OF THE TOWN
A bylaw change made by the Fall 1974 Town Meeting requires the
Board of Selectmen to report at each annual town meeting on the State of
the Town. This procedure is an opportunity to review the events of the
past year and to comment on the future.
1976, like any year, was marked by both achievements and
disappointments. Among the achievements was the work of the Growth
and Development Policy Committee. This Committee, consisting of
Town officers, other volunteered citizens, and chaired by Selectman
Sullivan, studied past and present Town policies and actions, for-
mulating guidelines for future Town policies and concerns. Reading’s
position in 1976 was well summed up by the Committee in their policy
statement which listed Reading’s assets as including human resources,
overall quality of environment, highway access, railroad transportation,
and location of community; and, its liabilities as including property tax
rate, lack of overall planning programs, and lack of home rule.
Work commenced in 1976 to improve the coordination and com-
munication of human services and eliminate duplication of effort. In
Reading, the School Department, Board of Health, Council on Aging,
Recreation Committee, Youth Office, Drop-in Center, Veteran’s Ser-
vices, 735, Eastern Middlesex Mental Health, Mystic Valley Home Care,
Visiting Nurses, Housing Authority, Section 8 Housing, Office for
Children, and Welfare Department all provide services to citizens in
need. The Selectmen’s Office is currently compiling an inventory of what
41
these groups are doing with the intent of publishing a catalog of human
services for providers and recipients.
The Board of Selectmen started working this year with the Per-
sonnel Board to establish a performance evaluation system for Reading
Town employees.
The Town Meeting established a new bylaw committee which has
been working throughout the year to update our bylaws. Some of their
recommendations for improvements are contained in this year’s annual
warrant.
Again in 1976 Federal funding played a major role in Reading. The
Selectmen continued their policy of pursuing only those Federal funds
needed by the Town without committing the Town in the future. In this
regard, working with the Reading Housing Authority, the Board con-
tinued with and expanded its supplemental rent program to aid the
elderly and very low income families in their housing needs. Presently, 55
units of housing are being supplemented with Federal funds. Working
with the Council on Aging, the Selectmen’s office initiated a nutrition
progam for the elderly. Under this program, each week day a hot meal is
served at lunch time to an average of 45 Reading senior citizens at the
Community Center. Federal funds are used to pay for 90 percent of the
cost of the program. The Reading Youth Office, established by the Board
of Selectmen and completely Federally funded, is in its third year of
successful operations. This office services in counseling, jobs, referral,
court advocacy, and crises intervention. The biggest function to date has
been placing Reading youth in jobs. The CETA program is currently
funding 11 full-time positions for Reading citizens throughout various
Town Departments.
A new dog officer has been appointed, and there has been a
significant increase in the number of fines.
Quarterly meetings of all Town committees and boards were
initiated to discuss and work on common problems and to improve
communications and coordination. As an offshoot of this meeting, the
Planning Board has been assigned the task of undertaking a space study
to evaluate present and future municipal space needs . The results of this
study should be of great importance considering the closing of school
buildings and future library plans. Also, several Town boards have been
working together to determine feasibility of centralized equipment
maintenance.
Town boards and officers have also been working together to assure
that the new elderly housing project on No. Main Street will be not only a
project to provide adequate housing for our elderly citizens, but also a
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project our Town will be proud of. Through the contributions and efforts
of numerous private citizens, under the leadership of Marvin Rosenthal,
Reading again had its beautiful display of Christmas lights as well as a
new Hanukkah candle, manifesting an ecumenical spirit.
During the past twelve months, the largest disappointment by far
was the performance of the non -voters under Article I of this Town
Meeting, the annual Town Election. A low voter turnout for local
elections is not unusual in Reading but the performance leading up to the
annual election and lack of performance on election day was deplorable.
Many Town officers and Town Meeting members vacancies went un-
challenged and over 85% of registered voters did not even show up.
Another disappointment is the prospect of the spiraling tax rate
increase as State aid and Federal revenue share decrease while Town
expenditures increased. In addition, our second application for funding
to construct a new police station was not granted as we nearly missed
being one of the several cities and towns selected.
Regarding the future, the work that has commenced in the areas of
human services and space must continue. Enrollment in our public
schools has already been closed, a second is being closed, and the closing
of two additional buildings is contemplated in the next two years. The
Superintendent of Schools has wisely stated that certain aspects of this
enrollment situation will call for a real team effort on the part of the
Town.
Although we all dread the thought of bigger and more expensive
Government, we must accept the need in the future for a human services
department to evaluate and coordinate present services and to provide
services not now available to our citizens in need. In addition, we must
recognize the fact that our Youth Office one day must be town funded.
We cannot continue to try to provide library services in extremely
cramped positions. Other problem areas to be solved include future water
resources, land use, traffic patterns and parking in the downtown area
and how to overcome citizens apathy. With the cooperation of all other
Town offices, Town Meeting members, and interested citizens, the Board
of Selectmen pledges to use their resources to address these matters of
concern to Reading and to preserve the character of Reading as defined
by the Growth and Development Committee in their report
:
“Its quality of life, an attractive, moderately populated, primarily
residential community with adequate open space, sufficient services,
voluntary and open government, good schools, broad social and athletic
activities, minimum industry, and well maintained homes in
general, an attractive place to live.”
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This report was received as a report of progress
.
ARTICLE 2. The following report was presented by Elizabeth W.
Klepeis, Chairman of the Finance Committee:
SUPPLEMENT TO FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
FOR FISCAL 1978
CORRECTIONS
p. 3
Asst. School Superintendent — Ed. $30,565
p. 7
TAX RATE CALCULATIONS
TOTAL TO BE RAISED: $17,147,204
ESTIMATED STATE AND COUNTY ASSESSMENTS 1,676,074
TOTAL RECOMMENDATIONS AND ESTIMATES 18,832,278
Deductions to Compute Estimated Tax Rate:
Estimated Receipts and Available Funds $5,325,504
Transfers and surplus Revenue 1,185,844 —6,511,348
$12,311,930
As Fixed FY’76 As Fixed FY’77 As Fixed FY’78
Net Amount to be Raised by
Taxation 10,657,761 11,379,413
Total Valuation 185,352,000 279,193,000
Tax Rate (per Thousand) 57.50 40.40
p. 9
TRANSFERS FROM AVAILABLE FUNDS TO:
Surplus Revenue to Contributory Retirement
Federal Revenue Sharing to Fire Salaries
Federal Revenue Sharing to Police Salaries
Municipal Light Board to Treasurer’s Salaries
Article 79 1975TM to Land Acquisition
12,311,930
282,937,130
43.50
FY’78
381,235
169,419
169,419
3,220
3,000
TOTAL TRANSFERS $1,185,844
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p. 15
Article 4 RECOMMEND 9.3
Article 5 DO NOT RECOMMEND 11:1
Article 9 RECOMMEND 11:0
Article 10 RECOMMEND 11:0
p. 16
Line Item FY’77 Fin. Comm. Fin. Comm.
Recommendation Vote
2
6 $25,000
$39,171 8:2
Total 87,658
14 16,190 13:0
Total 52,840
19 6,350 13:0
Total 60,998
24 47,494 11:1
Total Salary 53,358
Total 62,358
40 2,000 10:1
Total
p. 17
42,000
42A Maintenance of Prospect
& Lowell St. Schools 7,500 10:2
Total 112,334
GENERAL GOVERNMENT TOTAL 561,755
52 8,000 13:0
53 3,500 13:0
Total 916,767
57 31,577 11:0
Total 35,177
61 12,761 12:0
Total 21,196
p. 18
65 8,975 13:0
Total 20,423
Protection Subtotal 2,031,029
p. 18
67 51,000 10:2
68 8,400 9:1
Special Art. Sub. 65,350
PROTECTION TOTAL 2,095,773
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81 5,942
Total 109,979
p. 19
82
84
Total
86
87
Total
91
92
Total
98
Total
General Services Sub.
GENERAL SERVICES TOTAL
106
Subtotal Education
p. 20
EDUCATION TOTAL 8,487,865
p. 25
159 492,866
Subtotal 1,118,003
163 15,000
Subtotal 1,620,597
UNCLASSIFIED TOTAL 2,941,311
TOTAL RAISED BY TOWN MEETING 17,117,751
Snow and Ice to be Raised 30,000
19,013
70,000
90,735
78,625
13,025
123,250
177,344
70,294
251,988
12,800
67,200
674.440
675.440
6,755,373
8,308,084
11:0
13:0
12:1
10:1
12:0
12:0
10:1
11:0
13:0
TOTAL FOR TAX RATE SETTING 17,147,751
p. 22
Article 15 Recommend $8,400 10:0
Article 20 No Action
p. 23
Article 21 Indefinitely Postponed
Article 28 Recommend $51,000 10:2
p. 24
Article 29 Indefinitely Postponed
Article 30 Indefinitely Postponed
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p. 25
Article 37 Do Not Recommend 11:2
Article 41 Recommend 11:2
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
ARTICLE 2. The following report of the Christmas Light Com-
mittee was read by Marvin M. Rosenthal:
Report of Christmas Light Committee
Total Contributed
Interest Accrued
$5,906.26
59.57
Expenses
5,965.83
108.00
Paid on New Lights
5,857.83
2,500.00
Balance on Hand
Balance Due on New Lights
3,357.83
2,500.00
857.83
This report was accepted, with thanks.
ARTICLE 2. Sandra J. Trainor, representing the Eastern Mid-
dlesex Mental Health Association, made a slide presentation of the
works of that organization. In addition, she presented financial
statement for the Fiscal Year 1976 as follows:
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING REGARDING
EASTERN MIDDLESEX
MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION
FISCAL YEAR 1976
TAX LEVY from the Town of Reading 30,000
FEES paid by clients of Reading 7,094
Paid by 766 1,440
TOTAL 38,534
Additional Information at E.M.M.H.A.
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GENERAL FUND
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE:
Public Support —
From Communities *
Grant Income — Melrose Mini School
Grant Income — Activity Center **
Donations
139,457
20,364
17,922
748
Revenue —
Clinic Fees
Interest Income
Miscellaneous
33,516
1,084
417
TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE 213,508
Melrose Mini School — The Melrose Mini School program is a com-
munity service program under control of the Melrose Public School
Department. The Association is a conduit for funds and paymaster, and
it receives an administrative fee annually for this service.
** Sources of Grant — Dept, of Public Welfare, Office for Children,
Dept, of Mental Health.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
ARTICLE 2. The following report of the Personnel Board was
presented by John C. Newman:
The Board underwent a number of changes during this past year due
to the resignation at mid-term of Mr. David Kruger and Mr. William
Winslow whose posts were filled by Mrs. Charlotte Thompson and Mr.
Domenic Patalano. In December the Board regretted the resignation of
two long-time members, Mr. James Fandel and Chairman Leo Campbell,
who, along with other dedicated members, past and present, had helped
to make this Board a meaningful and viable Committee.
To bring the Board to its full quota of membership, the Finance
Committee appointed Mr. Bayard Lincoln, and Mr. Winslow Blake was
appointed by the Board of Selectmen.
The vacant position of Chairman was accepted by Mr. John
Newman who has been a member since 1973.
Report of the Personnel Board
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During the year the Board’s main project was the further
development of a system for preparing Standard Job Descriptions and
updating the Job Classification and Compensation Plan. It was felt that
a professional source should be used for the purpose. After contacting
three reliable firms who specialize in Municipal Plans of this genre, and
obtaining quotes for the development of such, it appeared too costly a
venture at this time.
After meetings with Department Heads and Boards it was agreed
that they would tackle the Job Descriptions, Job Classification &
Compensation Plan changes themselves with the help of the Personnel
Board. Much work has gone into this program and it is now felt that a
system is nearing completion.
A meeting was held with Precinct Chairmen to explain the purpose
of a Personnel Board and define the limits of its authority. Numerous
questions were asked of Board Members, the answers to which explain
the purpose of a Personnel Board and define the limits of its authority.
Numerous questions were asked of Board Members, the answers to
which explained the functions and purpose of the Board and clarified
many issues for the Chairmen. It was agreed that another meeting be
called before the Annual Town Meeting so that the Personnel Board
should explain the rationale of any Warrant Articles that might be
presented at Town Meeting, in order that they could be explained clearly
to Precinct Members.
The Board held its regularly scheduled Monday meetings and
besides participating in numerous sub-committee meetings, convened
with other Boards and Department Heads, and kept abreast of collective
bargaining negotiations.
JOHN C. NEWMAN, Chairman
CHARLOTTE THOMPSON
DOMENIC A. PATALANO
WINSLOW F. BLAKE
BAYARD R. LINCOLN
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
ARTICLE 2. The following report was presented by Joyce K.
Miller, Chairman of the Reading Bicentennial Commission:
REPORT OF PROGRESS
READING BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
The activities of the Bicentennial Commission have not been visible
the past few months, but work is continuing as scheduled. The three
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publications are nearing completion and should be available later this
summer. We are working with the Board of Public Works on a project to
beautify the small triangle of land in front of the Common, including
erection of a new directory and map of the Town. This should be com-
pleted by July.
We expect to return in November with our final report, including
recommendations for a continuing formal program to continue and to
preserve the work we have started.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
ARTICLE 2. The following report was presented by Maureen T.
O’Brien, Chairman of the Planning Board:
Report of the Planning Board
Zoning continued to be a topic of major interest for the Reading
Planning Board. During 1976, a new multi colored zoning map was
produced that incorporated the changes in zoning districts voted by
Town Meeting since 1970. The new map was made available to all Town
Meeting Members. A major reorganization and recodification of the
Town’s Zoning By-Laws was initiated in late 1976. The result of this
work will be a more readable, comprehensible By-Law incorporating the
mandated requirements of Chapter 808. The revised Zoning By-Laws will
be presented to Town Meeting for approval in 1977.
On April 20, 1976, the Planning Board held a public hearing on the
rezoning of a parcel of land on Jacob Way. The Planning Board issued a
positive recommendation for rezoning but the article was not passed by
Town Meeting.
On October 18, 1976, the Planning Board held a public hearing on a
proposed zoning by-law that would place a two year moratorium on the
construction of all apartment buildings in the Town. The proposed by-
law specifically cited a ban on the construction of subsidized housing
under Chapter 774. The public hearing was lengthy with heated but
orderly debate. The Planning Board gave a negative approach of
cooperation and negotiation with the developer of Chapter 774 housing.
By assuming a positive posture, the Town retains local control under
Chapter 774. If the Town assumes a negative posture, the developer of
Chapter 774 housing can appeal to the State level for relief of local
restrictions
. There does not exist a mechanism for local input and control
at State level. The proposed bylaw was not passed by Town Meeting.
Even with this development, low and moderate income housing in
the Town will continue to be in short supply. Without positive action on
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the part of the Town, we can anticipate future additonal proposals for
development of Chapter 774 subsidized housing in Reading.
The Planning Board initiated a Town Government Space Study in
September, 1976. The purpose of this study is to determine the present
and long term space needs of the Town. A questionnaire was developed
and sent to all boards, departments, commissions and committees in late
September requesting their present and future space requirements . Due
to the poor response from most portions of Town Government, the Space
Study is behind schedule. At the end of December, a total of twelve (12)
questionnaires out of 45 had been returned.
Chapter 807 was signed into law in December, 1975 by the
Governor. This law required all cities and towns of the Commonwealth to
prepare a statement on Local Growth Policy. The Planning Board took
an active role in the development of the Local Growth Policy Statement
for the Town. Reading’s statement on Local Growth Policy was in-
tegrated with other statements from the 101 member communities of the
Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) forming a Regional Report
on Growth Policy. The Planning Board and the Town had an active
participation in the writing of the Regional Report through the Town’s
MAPC representative. The major conclusion of the Regional Report was
the pressing need for property tax relief.
At the 1976 Spring Town Meeting, the Planning Board requested
full-time professional support. Town Meeting did not approve the
funding for a Town Planner. As a result, Reading continued to do in-
dividual project planning without a comprehensive Town Plan. During
the past year, several major Town projects were proposed with little or
no input from the Planning Board or other Town boards. One of these
proposed projects was a major new public facility to be located on the
current Town dump. The need for this facility had been determined, the
site selected and the funding source identified without any input or even
any awareness on the part of the Planning Board. Indeed, your Town
Planning Board became aware of this major Town project, not from other
Town officials, but from the Town’s newspaper.
It is the position of the Planning Board that the only and proper
approach to coordinate the Town’s planning function is to hire a full-time
professional planner. By instituting an objective planning function into
Town government, duplication of effort and conflicts between Town
boards will be avoided. As an added benefit, the Town will obtain ob-
jective prioritization of its needs. This policy of the Planning Board was
reinforced by the 1976 Fall Town Meeting, when, on a motion by Mrs.
Gayle Wood, Town Meeting instructed the Planning Board to include the
hiring of a full-time, professional planner in its fiscal year 1978 budget.
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The Planning Board will comply with this request of Town Meeting by
requesting a Town Planner at the Spring 1977 Town Meeting.
Planning Board
MAUREEN T. O’BRIEN, Chairman
GEORGE V. HINES, Secretary
CHARLES J. KELLER, Member
CURT E. N1TZSCHE, Member
JOSEPH C. STURM, Member
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to lay Article 2 on the
table.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of Gail F. Wood it was voted that the
Recreation Committee be instructed to give a brief report of progress
concerning the Town Pool before final adjournment of this Town
Meeting.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of Stephen G. Viegas it was voted that
the Board of Selectmen be instructed to investigate what steps all Town
Boards and Departments are taking to conserve on the use of energy, and
what, if any, long range plans the Town now contemplates which provide
for the conservation of energy in the future; and that the Board of
Selectmen report its findings to the Town Meeting as soon as practicable
after the adoption of this motion.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to lay Article 3 on the
table.
ARTICLE 4. On motion of John C. Newman it was voted that the
Town amend ' Schedule A — Classification Plan” and "Schedule B —
Compensation Plan” of Article XXIV of the By-Laws of the Town as
follows
:
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FISCAL YEAR 1978
SCHEDULE A — CLASSIFICATION PLAN
Classification of position by occupational classes, description by
specific job title and assignment of non-union positions to pay grades.
1. EXEMPT POSITIONS
JOB TITLE PAY GRADE
A. PUBLIC WORKS CLASSES
Superintendent of Public Works 12
Asst. Superintendent of Public Works — Operations 10
Asst. Superintendent of Public Works — Engineering 10
Superintendent of Cemetery Department 9
Supervisor:
Highway 9
Water & Sewer 9
Pumping Station 9
Sanitation 9
Forestry & Parks 9
Senior Civil Engineer 9
Pumping Station Engineer 8
Assistant Civil Engineer 8
B PUBLIC SAFETY CLASS
Police Chief
Fire Chief 12
C. INSPECTION CLASS
Appraiser 1
1
Building Inspector 9
Health Agent 9
D. GENERAL GOVERNMENT CLASS
Executive Secretary 1
Town Accountant 9
E. LIBRARY CLASS
Director 10
Assistant Director 8
* Conforms to M. G. L. Ch. 48, S57G
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NON-EXEMPT POSITIONS
JOB TITLE PAY GRADE
A. PUBLIC WORKS CLASSES
Sanitary Division Engineer 7
Land Surveyor 7
Administrative Assistant — Business 7
Senior Draftsman 6
Transitman 6
Administrative Aide 6
Junior Draftsman 4
Rodman 4
(All other titles in Public Works are included in collective bargaining
agreements between the Town of Reading and the American Federation
of State, County, and Municipal Employees Union, AFL-CIO, Council
#4 and Local #1703 and are thereby excluded from the Classification
Plan).
B. PUBLIC SAFETY CLASS
Police Lieutenant 10
Sargeant Detective 9
Police Sargeant 9
Police Matron 3
Fire Department Mechanic 7
Fire Alarm Line Lineman 7
Fire Alarm Groundman 6
Dog Officer 5
Assistant Dog Officer 2
(All other titles in Public Safety are included in collective bargaining
agreements between the Town of Reading and the Reading Patrolman’s
Association and the International Association of Firefighters AFL-CIO
Local #1640), and are, thereby excluded from the Classification Plan.
C. INSPECTION CLASS
None
D. GENERAL GOVERNMENT CLASS
Accountant 6
Veterans’ Agent 6
Personnel Administration Assistant 7
Conservation Assistant 5
Van Driver (C.O. A.) 4
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E. LIBRARY CLASS
Senior Librarian 7
Librarian 6
Library Associate 5
Library Technician 4
Library Clerk 3
Library Page 1
F. ADMINISTRATIVE CLASS
Administrative Assistant 6
Administrative Secretary 6
G. CUSTODIAL CLASS
Superintendent of Buildings 7
Janitor 4
H. CLERICAL CLASS
Hearing Reporter 5
Secretary 5
Principal Clerk 4
Senior Clerk 3
Junior Clerk 2
FISCAL YEAR 1978
SCHEDULE B — COMPENSATION PLAN
\Y GRADE WEEKLY
MIN. MID. MAX.
1 84 105 126
2 97 121 145
3 111 139 167
4 128 160 192
5 147 184 221
6 168 211 253
7 194 243 292
8 223 279 335
9 256 321 385
10 296 370 444
11 340 425 510
12 392 490 588
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ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to amend “Schedule B:
Compensation Plan” of Article XXIV of the By-Laws of the Town or
take any other action with respect thereto.
On motion of John C. Newman it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
ARTICLE 6. John C. Newman moved that the Town vote to
amend “Section 7, Benefits and Working Conditions” of Article XXIV of
the By-Laws of the Town, as follows:
By adding under (A) Sick Leave
“An employee who has ninety (90) days of sick leave to his credit on
January 1, 1977 shall be entitled to an additional fifteen (15) days of non-
cumulative sick leave during the calendar year commencing on said date.
In addition, the employee will be paid for any unused portion of siad
fifteen (15) days noncumulative sick leave at the rate of fifty per cent
(50%) of any of said fifteen (15) days which are unused during said
calendar year at the employee’s rate of pay in effect on July 1, 1977.
Payment will be made to the employee during January of each suc-
ceeding calendar year.” “Excluded from this plan are the ensuing
Department Heads and Chief Executive Officers;
Executive Secretary
Police Chief
Fire Chief
Supt. of Public Works
Supt. of Cemetery Dept.
Library Director
Assessor
Health Agent
Building Inspector
On motion of Nils L. Nordberg it was voted to lay Article 6 on the
table.
ARTICLE 7. On motion of John C. Newman it was voted that the
Town amend “Section 7, Benefits and Working Conditions” in accord
with Article XXIV of the By-Laws of the Town, as follows:
(1) Longevity
By deleting the last sentence “Amounts Payable. . . .December”
and inserting in its stead:
“Amounts payable annually on the first pay day of December or
upon termination of service to the Town.”
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ARTICLE 8. On motion of Maureen T. O’Brien it was voted that
the Town of Reading establish the position of a salaried Planner to serve
at the will of the Planning Board.
78 voted in the affirmative
68 voted in the negative
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned until Thursday, May 5, 1977, at 8:00 P.M. to meet in
Memorial Hall School Auditorium.
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 P.M.
172 Town Meeting Members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Adjourned Annual Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium May 5, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. John Morris of St. Agnes
Roman Catholic Church, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag.
It was moved by Ruth E. Berry that the following vote under Article
8, voted at the Annual Town Meeting of May 2, 1977, be reconsidered.
ARTICLE 8. On motion of Maureen T. O’Brien, it was voted that
the Town of Reading establish the position of a salaried Planner to serve
at the will of the Planning Board.
This motion to reconsider vote under Article 8 failed to pass.
74 voted in the affirmative
66 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
On motion of John C. Newman it was voted to take Article 6 from
the table.
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ARTICLE 6. On motion of John C. Newman as amended by
James R. Valentine it was voted that the Town amend “Section 7,
Benefits and Working Conditions” of Article XXIV of the By-Laws of
the Town, as follows:
By adding under (A) Sick Leave
“An employee who has ninety (90) days of cumulative sick leave to
his credit on January 1, 1977 or on January 1st of any subsequent
calendar year shall be entitled to an additional fifteen (15) days of
noncumulative sick leave during this calendar year commencing on said
date. In addition, the employee will be paid for any unused portion of the
fifteen (15) days non cumulative sick leave at the rate of fifty per cent
(50%) of any of said fifteen (15) days which are unused during the
calendar year at the employee’s rate of pay in effect on January 1st of
said year. Payment will be made to the employee on the first pay day in
January of each succeeding calendar year. Excluded from this right to
noncumulative sick leave are the following Department Heads and Chief
Executive Officers:
Executive Secretary
Police Chief
Fire Cheif
Supt. of Public Works
Supt. of Cemetery Dept.
Library Director
Assessor
Health Agent
Building Inspector
On motion of Duane B . Heineck it was voted to take Article 2 from
the table.
ARTICLE 2. The following report of the Recreation Committee
was presented by Duane B . Heineck in accordance with instruction voted
under Article 3 at Annual Town Meeting on May 2, 1977:
Recreation Committee Report: Status of Swimming Pool
I am pleased to state tonight that the Ethel M. Grant Municipal
Pool at Birch Meadow will open for the 1977 season and our target date
for opening will by May 30, 1977.
You will recall that the Recreation Committee came before a special
March Town Meeting last year for funds to rebuild the bathhouse and to
replace equipment lost in the fire.
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As soon as funds were appropriated bids and specifications were
sent out and a local contractor, Zina Greenwood & Sons, was awarded
the contract. A timetable was set up in hopes that the pool would be
operational by July 1, 1976. Delays occurred when the contractor and the
architect differed on the type of construction involving the footings and
through several meetings with the Recreation Committee the differences
were resolved; however, it was now necessary to move up the opening
date to August 1.
The bathhouse was completed on August 1 and the filtration system
was in working order when another unrelated problem occurred-- the
cabinet in which our filter system was housed sprung several leaks
causing water damage to the electrical system and knocking our pumps
out of commission. We immediately addressed ourselves to this problem
and found that it was impossible to patch up the old cabinet, a new
cabinet had to be installed. Again we came to the special Town Meeting
in November, 1976 to ask for funds to rebuild the filtration system and
when they were granted specs were sent out by the committee and the
only bidder, Wilmington Pump, was awarded the contract.
That brings us up to the present. Wilmington Pump has built and
installed a new cabinet that they tell us will last for 20 years. Pumps,
fixtures, and filters are now in place. The pool has been cleaned, gutters
painted, and the bathhouse readied. Plumbers are at work cleaning out
drains, installing shower heads, etc. Water will be put into the pool this
week and the system will be in operation, hopefully by the end of next
week. It will take at least another week to filter the water and by May 20
it will be fit for swimming.
Our plans call for the pool to open on Monday, May 30. Hours will
be from 8:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. until school closes. The pool will be used
by physical education classes at the high school. From 3:00 P.M. to 5:00
P.M. there will be recreation swimming for boys and girls age 9 and up.
Family swimming will take place from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. The pool
will be open on Saturday and Sunday from 1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. A set
of rules have been set up by the Recreation Committee and will be posted
at the pool and printed in the Chronicle.
Our Red Cross Swimming Program will commence on June 27th.
Two 4-week sessions will run in the following classifications: Beginners,
advanced beginners, swimmers, advanced swimmers, junior lifesaving
and senior lifesaving. Registration will take place on Saturday, June 11,
1977.
For your information the following is a recap of monies spent on the
pool over the last year and a half:
New Marsite finish, completed April, 1976 $9,500.00
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Architectural design fees for bathhouse 3,000.00
New bathhouse and equipment (fire loss) 35,996.27
(Completed August 1976)
Replacing cabinet and rebuilding filtration system 8,200
(completed May, 1977)
Grand Total $56,696.27
Less insurance settlement from fire —20,148.19
Net cost to town $36,548.08
In closing I would like to point out that over half of the monies
funded for these repairs were damages caused by vandals, not normal
wear and tear. This pool is located in an isolated area that is subject to
heavy vandalism, especially late at night when the pool is closed. It is a
distinct possibility that if this trend continues and our public facilities
continue to be barraged by vandals this body in future years might
decide not to pass large funding of capital expenditures for major repairs
caused by this type of abuse. If this sould be the case our pool could be a
permanent memorial of how the acts of a few misguided people can affect
the welfare and recreation of a town.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to lay Article 2 on the
table.
ARTICLE 9. On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted that
the care, custody management and control of the Lowell Street School,
land and building, in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts
Laws, Chapter 40, Section 15A, as amended, be and hereby is transferred
from the Reading School Committee, Town of Reading, to the Board of
Selectmen, Town of Reading, effective July 1, 1977.
140 voted in the affirmative
0 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
On motion of William C. Brown it was voted to take up Article 37 in
advance.
ARTICLE 37. William C. Brown moved that the sum of Thirty
Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) be raised and appropriated for demolition
of the Lowell Street School, and the Board of Selectmen are instructed
and authorized to carry out the purpose of this vote.
This motion did not pass.
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ARTICLE 10. W. Bruce MacDonald moved that the care,
custody, management and control of the Prospect Street School, land
and building, in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts Laws,
Chapter 40, Section 15A, as amended, be and hereby is, transferred from
the Reading School Committee, Town of Reading, to the Board of
Selectmen, Town of Reading, effective July 1, 1977.
On motion of Walter F. Matson it was voted to lay Article 10 on the
table.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) be raised from the
tax levy and appropriated for the care and lighting of the Old South
Clock.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Eighty-Seven Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-eight Dollars
($87,658.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the Board of
Selectmen as follows, each item being considered a separate ap-
propriation:
Salaries $39,171.00
Expense (including out
of state travel not to
exceed $250) 5,275.00
Miscellaneous
Special Committees 500.00
Town Report 7,000.00
Telephone 24,000.00
Memorial Day Observance 3,212.00
Duplicating Costs 8,500.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted that
the sum of Thirty-four Thousand Three Hundred Twenty-three Dollars
($34,323.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the Town
Accountant as follows, each item being considered a separate ap-
propriation:
Salaries $32,903.00
Expense (including out
of state travel not to
exceed 450.) 1,402.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted that
the sum of Three Thousand Two Hundred Twenty Dollars ($3,220.) be
transferred from the Municipal Light Department’s Operating and
Maintenance Account and be transferred to the Town Treasurer’s Salary
61
Account and that the sum of Forty -nine Thousand Six Hundred Twenty
Dollars ($49,620.) be raised from the tax levy and said sums totaling
Fifty-two Thousand Eight Hundred Forty Dollars ($52,840.) be ap-
propriated to the Treasurer as follows, each item being considered a
separate appropriation:
Salaries $36,650.00
Expense (including out
of state travel not to
exceed $450) 16,190.00
and in accordance with Chapter 41, Section 108 of the General Laws of
Massachusetts, the Treasurer’s salary is hereby set effective July 1, 1977
at $9,660.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted that
the sum of Sixty Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-eight Dollars
($60,998.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the Town
Collector as follows, each item being considered a separate appropriation:
Salaries $43,594.00
Expense 11,054.00
Collection of
Back Taxes 6,350.00
and in accordance with Chapter 41, Section 108 of the General Laws of
Massachusetts, the Town Collector’s salary is hereby set effective July 1,
1977 at $7,358.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Thirty -four Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-seven Dollars
($34,587.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the Town
Clerk as follows, each item being considered a separate appropriation:
Salaries $29,537.00
Expense (including out
of state travel not to
exceed $200.) 5,050.00
and in accordance with Chapter 41, Section 108 of the General Laws of
Massachusetts the Town Clerk’s salary is hereby set effective July 1,
1977, at $7,358.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Sixty -two Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-eight Dollars
($62,358.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the Assessors
as follows, each item being considered a separate appropriation:
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$53,358.00Salaries
Expense (including out
of state travel not to
exceed $250.00.)
Microfilming
7.000.
002.000.
00
and that in accordance with Chapter 41, Section 108 of the General Laws
of Massachusetts, the Assessors’ salaries are hereby set effective July 1,
1977 totaling $5,864, to be divided as they choose.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of One Thousand One Hundred Sixty Dollars ($1,160.) be raised
from the tax levy and appropriated to the Board of Registrars as follows,
each item being considered a separate appropriation:
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that the
sum of Twenty Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($20,800.) be raised
from the tax levy and appropriated to Election and Registration for
expense.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted that
the sum of One Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($1,800.) be raised
from the tax levy and appropriated to the Board of Appeals for salaries
and expense.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Maureen T. O’Brien it was voted that
the sum of Twenty-six Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars ($26,500.) be
raised from the tax levy and appropriated for the Planning Board as
follows, each item to be considered as a separate appropriation:
On motion of John H . Crooker it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned until Monday, May 9, 1977 at 8:00 P.M., to meet in Memorial
High School Auditorium.
Meeting adjourned at 10:50 P.M.
155 Town Meeting Members were present.
Salaries
Expense
$960.00
200.00
Salaries
Expenses
$21,500.00
5,000.00
Total $26,500.00
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
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Adjourned Annual Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium May 9, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. P. Dale Neufer of the Old
South United Methodist Church, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Elizabeth W. Klepeis, as amended by
Richard J. Ogden, it was voted that the total sum of Ten Thousand One
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($10,150.) be appropriated to the Fiannce
Committee, that of this total Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000) be
transferred from Article 18 of the 1976 Annual Town Meeting to the CPA
Audit, and Three Thousand One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($3,150) be
raised from the tax levy, and that each item be considered a separate
appropriation:
Salaries $1,300.00
Expense 350.00
CPA Audit 8,500.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Thirteen Thousand Forty-five Dollars ($13,045) be raised
from the tax levy and appropriated to the Personnel Board as follows,
each item being considered a separate appropriation:
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Forty-two Thousand Dollars ($42,000.) be raised form the tax
levy and appropriated to the Law Committee as follows, each item to be
considered a separate appropriation:
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.) be raised from the tax levy
and appropriated to the Police and Fire Indemnifications Account.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of One Hundred Sixty -nine Thousand Four Hundred Nineteen
$10,150.00
Salaries
Expense
$12,545.00
500.00
Legal Services (Fees)
Legal Services (Expense)
$40,000.00
2,000.00
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Dollars ($169,419.) be transferred from the Federal Revenue Sharing
Fund (P. L. 92-512) to the Police Department Salaries and that the sum
of Seven Hundred Twenty-five Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-nine
Dollars ($725,759.) be raised from the tax levy and that said sums
totaling Eight Hundred Ninety -five Thousand One Hundred Seventy -
eight Dollars ($895,178.) be appropriated to the Police Department as
follows, each item being considered a separate appropriation:
Salaries (P. L. 92-512 Authorized $169,419.00
Salaries 607,827.00
Expense 57,692.00
Cruiser 15,000.00
School Traffic Control 45 ,240 .00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr., as amended by
Elizabeth W. Klepeis, it was voted that the sum of One Hundred Sixty -
nine Thousand Four Hundred Nineteen Dollars ($169,419.) be tran-
sferred from the Federal Revenue Sharing Fund (P.L. 92-512) to the Fire
Department Salaries and that the sum of Seven Hundred Forty-seven
Thousand Three Hundred Forty-eight Dollars ($747,348.) be raised from
the tax levy and that said sums totalling Nine Hundred Sixteen
Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty -seven Dollars ($916,767.) be ap-
propriated to the Fire Department as follows, each item being considered
a separate approptiation:
Salaries (P.L. 92-512) Authorized
Salaries
Expense
E.M.T.A.
Fire Alarm Salary
Fire Alarm Expense
$169,419.00
700,398.00
29,450.00
6,000.00
8,000.00
3,500.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr., it was voted
that the sum of Fifty-two Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty Dollars
($52,720.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated for Hydrant
Rented.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Allan E. Ames it was voted that there
be included in the tax levy for electricity used for street lights the sum of
Seventy-nine Thousand, One Hundred Ninety-two Dollars ($79,192.)
and that said sum and the income from sales of electricity to private
consumers and for electricity supplied to municipal buildings and for
municipal power, and from service of appliances and jobbing during the
current fiscal year to be appropriated for the Municipal Light Plant and
that the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) be appropriated from
the said receipts of the Department for the service of merchandise,
equipment and utensils as provided in Section 34 of Chapter 164 of the
General Laws, said appropriation to be expended by the Manager of the
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Municipal Lighting Plant under the direction and control of the
Municipal Light Board for the expense of plant, including payment of
Bonds and Notes, servicing of merchandise, equipment, utensils as
defined in Chapter 164, Section 57 of the General Laws, or any amend-
ments thereof or additions thereto and that if said sum of Seventy-nine
Thousand, One Hundred and Ninety-two Dollars ($79,192.00) and said
income shall exceed said expense for said fiscal year, such excess up to
the amount of 50% of the net profit from operations as of December 31 of
the preceding year as defined in Chapter 164, such amount shall be paid
50% in June and 50% in December of the current year into the Town
Treasury and the balance if any shall be transferred to the Construction
Fund of said Plant and appropriated and used for such additions thereto
as may thereafter be authorized by the Municipal Light Department.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Thirty-five Thousand One Hundred Seventy-seven
Dollars ($35,177.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the
Building Inspector’s Department as follows, each item being considered
a separate appropriation:
Salaries $3 1 , 5 7 7 .00
Expense 3,600.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr., it was voted
that the sum of Two Thousand Four Hundred Five Dollars ($2,405.00) be
raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the Sealer of Weights and
Measures as follows, each item being considered a separate ap-
propriation:
Salary $2,000.00
Expense 405.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Twenty-one Thousand One Hundred Ninety-six Dollars
($21,196.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the Dog Of-
ficer’s Account as follows, each item being considered a separate ap-
propriation:
Salaries $12,761.00
Expense 8,435.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Two Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-five Dollars ($2,965.00)
be raised from the tax levy and appropriated for Civil Defense salary and
expense.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Lynn G. Stasz it was voted that the
sum of Twenty Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-three Dollars and no
cents ($20,423.00) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated for the
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Conservation Commission as follows, each item being considered as a
separate appropriation:
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Ninety Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-three Dollars
($90,753.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the Veteran’s
Department as follows, each item being considered a separate ap-
propriation:
Salaries $19,031.00
Expense 1,722.00
Aid 70,000.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) be raised from the tax levy
and appropriated for the operation of drinking fountains.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Clifford P. Wadman it was voted that
the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) be transferred from the
Cemetery Reserve Fund and that the sum of Twenty -five Thousand
Dollars ($25,000) be transferred from the Cemetery Bequest Fund in-
terest and that the sum of Sixty-one Thousand Six Hundred and Fifty
Dollars ($61,650) be raised from the tax levy, and that such sums
totaling Ninety -one Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Dollars ($91,650.) be
appropriated for the Cemetery Department as follows, each item being
considered a separate approptiation:
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Clifford P. Wadman it was voted that
the sum of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.) be appropriated
from the tax levy and that Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.) be tran-
sferred from the Cemetery Reserve Fund, said sum of Thirty Thousand
Dollars ($30,000.) to be expended for the continued development of
Forest Glen and Charles Street Cemeteries, including site clearing, the
construction of drainage, the extension of the road systems, the water
systems and the preparation of lots for sale, such sums to be expended
under the direction of the Board of Cemetery Trustees
.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Clifford P. Wadman it was voted that
the town raise from the tax levy and appropriate the sum of One
Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($1,600.00) for salaries, maintenance and
care of Veterans’ Graves.
Salaries
Expense
$11,448.00
8,975.00
Salaries
Maintenance
$78,625.00
13,025.00
$91,650.00
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ARTICLE 11. On motion of Edward F. Fuller it was voted that
the sum of Two Hundred Forty Thousand, Five Hundred Ninety -five
Dollars and fifty-two cents ($240,595.52.) be raised from the tax levy and
that the sum of Eight Thousand Four Hundred Fifty-two Dollars and
thirteen cents ($8,452.13) be transferred from State Aid for Libraries
Reserved and that the sum of Two Thousand Nine Hundred Forty
Dollars and thirty-five cents ($2,940.35) be transferred from the County
Dog License Account and that said sums totaling Two Hundred Fifty-
one Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty -eight Dollars ($251,988.) be ap-
propriated for library purposes including travel outside of state not to
exceed $350.00 as follows:
Salaries
Maintenance
Copy Service
$177,344.00
70,294.00
4,350.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Marvin M. Rosenthal it was voted
that the sum of Sixty-seven Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($67,200.)
be appropriated from the tax levy and appropriated to Recreation as
follows, each item being considered a separate appropriation:
Salary
Expense
Youth Center
$34,000.00
20.400.00
12.800.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Thirty Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Dollars ($30,850.)
be raised from the tax levy and appropriated for the Council on Aging as
follows, each item being considered a separate appropriation:
Salaries
Expense
Hot Lunch Program
Elder Home Care
$17,932.00
8,000.00
2,200
2,718.00
On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted to lay Article 11 on
the table.
On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted to take Article 10
from the table.
ARTICLE 10. On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted
that the care, Custody, mangement and control of the Prospect Street
School, land and building in accordance with the provisions of
Massachusetts Laws, Chapter 40, Section 15A as amended, be and
hereby is, transferred from the Reading School Committee, Town of
Reading, to the Board of Selectmen, Town of Reading, effective July 1,
1977.
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124 voted in the affirmative
2 voted in the negative
(2/3 voted required)
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned until Thursday, May 12, 1977 at 8:00 P.M., to meet in
Memorial High School Auditorium.
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 P.M.
149 Town Meeting Members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Adjourned Annual Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium May 12, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. Russell J. Collins of St.
Athanasius Church, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
It was moved by William E. Dunham that the following vote under
Article 11 voted at the Annual Town Meeting of May 9, 1977, be
reconsidered:
Article 11 (49 — 54)
Moved: That the sum of one hundred sixty -nine thousand four
hundred nineteen dollars ($169,419) be transferred from the Federal
Revenue Sharing Fund (P.L. 92-512) to the Fire Department Salaries
and that the sum of seven hundred forty-seven thousand three hundred
forty-eight dollars ($747,348) be raised from the tax levy and that said
sums totalling nine hundred sixteen thousand seven hundred sixty -seven
dollars ($916,767) be appropriated to the Fire Department as follows,
each item being considered a separate appropriation:
Salaries (P.L. 92-512) Authorized $169,419
Salaries 700,398
Expense 29,450
E.M.T.A. 6,000
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Fire Alarm Salary
Fire Alarm Expense
8,000
3,500
$916,767
This motion to reconsider vote under Article 1 1 failed to pass.
74 voted in the affirmative
48 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
On motion of Elizabeth W. Klepeis it was voted to take Article 2
from the table.
ARTICLE 2. The following Finance Committee report was
presented by Elizabeth W. Klepeis:
The State of Massachusetts has received approximately $40 million
more in income than had been anticipated. We have learned that between
$26-29 million should be coming back to the cities and towns in Chapter
70 school aid. Therefore we can expect an updated Cherry Sheet with
more school aid, instead of less as had been feared earlier.
Please refer to page 5 of your Finance Committee report. The figures
in the middle of the page show Chapter 70 aid. For fiscal year 1978,
Reading is entitled to $2,466,235 as per the state formula. On the Cherry
Sheet, we were scheduled to receive approximately 55% of that en-
titlement, or the $1,348,561 that you see on page 5. Last year’s Chapter
70 figures were 69% of entitlement. We expect that the $26—29 million
just mentioned will do one of two things. In the best case, it will bring us
back to last year’s level of entitlement, or a dollar increase of $353,141.
This would mean $1.25 less on the tax rate. In the worst case, it will
replace the $116,084 Chapter 70 adjustment. This would mean $.40 on
the tax rate. I must state that this additional Chapter 70 funding is not a
fait accompli, but we do have reliable information indicating that it is an
excellent possibility. Our $3.10 projected tax rate increase would then be
$1.85 in the best case or $2.70 in the worst case.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to lay Article 2 on the
table.
On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted to take Article 11
from the table.
Financial Statements
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ARTICLE 11. On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted that
the sum of One Hundred Twelve Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Four
Dollars ($112,334.) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated to the
Building Maintenance as follows, each item being considered a separate
appropriation:
Salaries $44,834
Expense 60,000
Lowell & Prospect St. Schools 7,500
ARTICLE 11. On motion of John D. Cafazzo, as amended by
Diane K. Haynes, it was voted that the sum of One Hundred Fourteen
Thousand Six Hundred Forty -Six Dollars ($114,646.) be raised from the
tax levy and appropriated for Health and Sanitation as follows
,
each item
being considered a separate appropriation:
Board of Health Salaries
Board of Health Expense
$26,382
(including out-of-state not
to exceed $300.00) 3,250
Animal Inspector Salary & Expense 550
Care of Contagious Diseases 2,360
Fluoridation 6,195
Mosquito Control 7,300
Nursing Services
Eastern Middlesex Mental Health
3,000
Care 30,000
735 Program
Eastern Middlesex Association
29,667
for Retarded Citizens 5,942
$114,646
ARTICLE 11. On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted
that the sum of Eight Million One Hundred Fifty-Three Thousand Nine
Hundred Twelve Dollars ($8,153,912.) be raised from the tax levy and
appropriated for the School Department and the sum of One Hundred
Fifty-Four Thousand One Hundred Seventy-Two Dollars ($154,172.)
received or to be received from Chapter 506 M.E.T.C.O. Funds, so
called, and the sum of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.) from
M.E.T.C.O. Revolving Account, so called, and the sum of Eleven
Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($11,300.) received or to be received
from Athletic Receipts, and the said sums totalling Eight Million Three
Hundred Forty-Four Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Four Dollars
($8,344,384.) be authorized and appropriated as follows:
General Salaries $6,837,387.
Less: METCO Chapter 506 67,014.
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METCO Revolving Account $6,745,373.25,000
General Expenses (including Travel
Outside State Not to Exceed $4,850. 1,206,438.
Less: METCO Chapter 506 87,158. 1,119,280
Special Needs Expense 187,398.
Athletic Expense 44,961.
Less : Athletic Receipts 11,300. 33,661.
Cafeteria Salary Account
Adult Education Salary Account
56,700.
11,500.
$8,153,912.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned until Monday, May 16, 1977, at 8:00 P.M. to meet in
Memorial High School Auditorium.
Meeting adjourned at 11:25 P.M.
151 Town Meeting Members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Adjourned Annual Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium May 16, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. P. Reidar Lindland of the
First Baptist Church, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Sandra J. Trainor moved that the following vote under Article 11
voted at the Annual Town Meeting of May 12, 1977, be reconsidered:
On motion of John D. Cafazzo as amended by Diane K. Haynes, it
was voted that the sum of One Hundred Fourteen Thousand Six Hun-
dred Forty-Six Dollars ($114,646.) be raised from the tax levy and ap-
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propriated for Health and Sanitation as follows, each item being con-
sidered a separate appropriation:
Board of Health Salaries $26,382.
Board of Health Expense (including
out of state, not to exceed $300) 3,250.
Animal Inspector Salary & Expense 550.
Care of Contagious Diseases 2,360.
Fluoridation 6,195.
Mosquito Control 7,300.
Nursing Services 3,000.
Eastern Middlesex Mental Health Care 30,000.
735 Program 29,667.
Eastern Middlesex Association for
Retarded Citizens 5,942.
This motion to reconsider vote under Article 1 1 failed to pass.
45 voted in the affirmative
88 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
On motion of Carl H. Amon, Jr. it was voted to lay Article 11 on the
table.
On motion of Carl H. Amon, Jr. it was voted to take Article 3 from
the table.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of Carl H. Amon, Jr. it was voted that all
Boards and Committees be and they hereby are instructed to have a
member of the Personnel Board as a negotiator present at all collective
bargaining negotiating sessions when in keeping with legal operation of
the same.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of Carl A. Beaulieu it was voted that the
Board of Library Trustees have available in their presentation of Article
4 at the Special Town Meeting, Thursday, May 19, the minimum amount
of funds necessary for preparation of minimum preliminary plans suf-
ficient to apply for Federal funds for construction of a library
.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of Donald R. Walker it was voted that the
Planning Board be instructed to call a joint meeting or meetings with the
Board of Selectmen, Board of Public Works, Board of Health, School
Committe, Library Trustees, Municipal Light Board, Cemetery
Trustees, Conservation Commission and Board of Assessors and that
these Boards be instructed to cooperate with the Planning Board to
determine how best to obtain effective use of the Town Planner
authorized by Article 8 and funded by Article 1 1 of this Town Meeting
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and that the Planning Board report back to this body no later than the
1977 subsequent Town Meeting on the general and specific agreements or
disagreements between the aforementioned boards on the proposed use of
the Town Planner for the overall good of the Town.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to lay Article 3 on the
table.
On motion of Douglass L. Barker it was voted to take Article 2 from
the table.
ARTICLE 2. The following report was presented by Douglass L.
Barker:
Report of Progress of the Police Station Building Committee
The status of the application for funds to build a new Reading Police
Station is as follows:
President Carter has signed into law a $4B appropriation to fund
additional public works facilities projects.
We expect to receive a letter from the Economic Development
Administration shortly asking us to update and/or confirm information
contained in our application made last fall. Your committee and the
Board of Selectmen will return the information requested to the E.D.A.
and it is believed as of this date that we may have an answer to our
application by mid-July.
Upon receipt of a favorable reply to our application, it is the intent of
your committee and the Board of Selectmen to request a Special Town
Meeting for the purposes of formally acepting the grant funds and to
seek transfer of the land on John Street from the Board of Public Works
to the Board of Selectmen.
Respectively submitted,
BARRY J. MITCHELL, Chairman
DOUGLASS L. BARKER, Secretary
JOHN B. MILLER
ANTHONY L. RICKLEY
RALPH E. SNYDER, JR.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
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On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to lay Article 2 on the
table.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted to take Article 11 from
the table.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of John B. Pacino it was voted that the
sum of One Hundred Seventy-nine Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-
One Dollars ($179,781) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated for
the Town’s share of the costs of operation and maintenance of the
Northeast Metropolitan Regional Vocational School.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Paul C. Dustin it was voted that the
sum of One Million Four Hundred Ninety-four Thousand Nine Hundred
and Forty Dollars ($1,494,940.) be raised from the tax levy and ap-
propriated for the Board of Public Works as follows, each item being
considered as a separate appropriation:
Salaries for the Public Works Department $858,375.
Expenses including out of State travel not
to exceed $200.00 488,215.
Snow and Ice Removal Salaries and Expense 148,350.
Total $1,494,940.
and in accord with Chapter 41, Section 108 of the General Laws, the
annual elected officer’s salary of the Tree Warden is hereby set at Four
Hundred Twenty Dollars ($420.) effective as of July 1, 1977. $420. is
included in the Public Works salaries.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Paul C. Dustin it was voted that the
sum of Six Hundred and Three Thousand Two Hundred Twenty Dollars
($603,220.00) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated for the Board
of Public Works as follows, each item being considered as a separate
appropriation:
Salaries for Construction, Maintenance and
Operation of Water Works $238,470.
Expenses for Construction, Maintenance and
Operation of Water Works including travel
outside the State not to exceed $200.00 364 , 750.
Total $603,220.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Lawrence R. Blood it was voted that
the sum of Fifty-two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($52,500.00) be
raised from the tax levy and appropriated for the purchase by the Board
of Public Works of the following:
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One (1) New Pick Up Truck
One (1) New Truck G.V.W. 37,000 lbs.
One (1) Sand Spreader
Two (2) Hydro-pneumatic scrapers
and that the Board of Public Works be, and it hereby is authorized and
empowered to sell, or transfer, or exchange upon such terms and con-
ditions as it may determine,
One 1971 Ford Pick Up Truck
One 1964 Mack Truck
and the proceeds from such sales, exchanges or transfers are to be ap-
propriated in addition to aforementioned Fifty-two Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars ($52,500.00) for the purchase of the aforesaid equip-
ment such sum to be expended by and under the direction of the Board of
Public Works.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of John H. Russell it was voted that the
sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) be raised from the tax levy
and appropriated for the purpose of maintaining, improving and con-
structing facilities in the Parks and Playgrounds, such sum to be ex-
pended by and under the direction of the Board of Public Works.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Two Hundred Thirty seven Thousand Seven Hundred
Dollars ($237,700.00) be raised from the tax levy, and that the sum of
Sixty -five Thousand Dollars ($65,000.00) be transferred from the
Municipal Light Department Operating and Maintenance Account, and
that the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) be transferred
from the Public Works Water Construction and Maintenance Ap-
propriation Account, and that the sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars
($12,000.00) be transferred from the Sewer Maintenance and Operation
Expense Appropriation and that such sums totalling Three Hundred
Twenty -nine Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($329,700.) be raised
from the tax levy and that the sum of Thirty -four Thousand Two
Hundred Forty-two Dollars and sixty cents ($34,242.60) be transferred
from the Municipal Light Department Operating and Maintenance
Account, and that the sum of Five Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-four
Dollars ($5,954.00) be transferred from the Group Insurance Dividend
Account, and that said sums totalling Three Hundred Fifty-nine
Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-three Dollars and fifty-six cents
($359,593.56.) be appropriated for group life insurance, group accidental
health and dismemberment insurance for Town employees, in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 32B of the General Laws and that said
sum be expended by and under the direction of the Board of Selectmen.
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ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of One Hundred Eleven Thousand Six Hundred Thirty Dollars
and eighty-five cents ($111,630.85) be raised from the tax levy and that
the sum of Three Hundred Eighty -one Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-
five Dollars ($381,235) be transferred from available free cash, and that
the sum of Ninety-four Thousand Three Hundred Four Dollars and
fifteen cents ($94,304.15) be transferred from the Municipal Light
Department Operating and Maintenance Account and that said sums
totalling Five Hundred Eighty-seven Thousand One Hundred Seventy
Dollars ($587,170.00) be appropriated for the Contributory Retirement
System as itemized, in accordance with the provisions of Section 22.7 of
Chapter 32 of the General Laws:
Pension Fund $572,470.00
Expense Fund 14,700.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the sum of Sixty-eight Thousand Forty Dollars and fifty -seven cents
($68,040.57) be raised from the tax levy and that the sum of Forty-four
Thousand One Hundred Sixty Dollars and forty-eight cents ($44,160.48)
be transferred from the Municipal Light Department Operation and
Maintenance Account and said sums totalling One Hundred Twelve
Thousand Two Hundred One Dollars and five cents ($112,201.05) be
appropriated for non -contributory pensions and annuities.
On motion of Carl A. Beaulieu it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned until 8:00 P.M. on . . Thursday, May 19, 1977, at the Memorial
High School Auditorium.
Meeting adjourned at 11:05 P.M.
151 Town Meeting Members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
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Adjourned Annual Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium May 19, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. Paul E. Barnes of the First
Congregational Church, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted to adjourn the
Annual Town Meeting until after the Special Town Meeting scheduled
for this time.
Special Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium May 19, 1977
The Warrant was partially read by the Town Clerk, when on motion
of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted to dispense with further reading of
the Warrant, except the Constable’s Return, which was then read by the
Town Clerk.
ARTICLE 1. On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted to lay
Article 1 on the table.
ARTICLE 2. On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted to lay
Article 2 on the table.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of Edward F. Fuller it was voted that the
care, custody, management and control of the Community Center located
between Sanborn Street and Linden Street in the Town of Reading, land
and buildings, be transferred from the Board of Selectmen and/or the
School Committee of the Town to the Board of Library Trustees of the
Town, provided that such transfer will become effective only upon a vote
of the Board of Selectmen acting pursuant to the request of the Board of
Library Trustees which request by the Board of Library Trustees must
be made no later than July 1, 1978.
127 voted in the affirmative
18 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
ARTICLE 4. On motion of Edward F. Fuller it was voted that the
sum of Sixty -five Thousand Dollars ($65,000.) be raised from the tax
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levy and appropriated for the development of plans to relocate the
present Town tenants of the Community Center, and for the payment of
consulting engineers, architectual services, plans and surveys for the
construction of a new library building to be located on land owned by the
Town of Reading between Sanborn Street and Linden Street, which land
is presently occupied by the Community Center, and for the payment of
plans and surveys for renovation of the existing library building and
Town Hall, such sum to be expended as follows:
1) $55,440 by the Board of Library Trustees
2) 9,560 by the Board of Selectmen
It was moved by Carl H. Amon, Jr. that the vote under Article 4 be
reconsidered. This motion to reconsider Article 4 failed to pass.
4 voted in the affirmative
127 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
It was moved by Carl H. Amon, Jr. that the vote under Article 3 be
reconsidered. This motion to reconsider Article 3 failed to pass.
1 voted in the affirmative
123 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted that the Special Town
Meeting stand adjourned until immediately following the adjournment of
the Annual Town Meeting.
On motion of Frank A. Smith, Jr. it was voted that this session of
the Annual Town Meeting stand adjourned until 8:00 P.M., Monday,
May 23, 1977, at the Parker Junior High School auditorium.
Meeting adjourned at 10:35 P.M.
162 Town Meeting members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Adjourned Annual Town Meeting
Parker Junior High School Auditorium May 23, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham, at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. Richard M. Woodman of the
Unitarian Universalist Church, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to take Article 1 1 from
the table.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the sum of Sixty-four Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-eight
Dollars and seventy-five cents ($64,798.75) be transferred from the
unencumbered balance of the Municipal Incinerator Construction Ap-
propriation Account and that the sum of One Million Five Hundred
Fifty-five Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-eight Dollars and twenty-
five cents ($1,555,798.25) be raised from the tax levy and that said sum
totalling One Million Six Hundred Twenty Thousand Five Hundred
Ninety -seven Dollars ($1,620,597.00) be appropriated for maturing debt
and interest as follows:
Maturing Debt. Interest
Schools
Water
Sewer
Incinerator
Planning Bonds
Garage Addition
Anticipation Loans
$525,000.00
94.000.
00
335,000.00
75.000.
00
15.000.
00
15,000.00
$1,059,000.00
$304,935.00
20.447.00
155,055.00
57.750.00
1.885.00
6.525.00
15,000.00
$561,597.00
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Elizabeth W. Klepeis it was voted
that the sum of One Hundred Fifty -one Thousand Five Hundred Fifty -
eight Dollars ($151,558.00) be transferred from Overlay Surplus Revenue
and that the sum of Forty-eight Thousand Four Hundred Forty-two
Dollars ($48,442.00) be raised from the tax rate and that said sums
totalling Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) be appropriated
to the Reserve Fund for expenditures under the direction of the Finance
Committee.
ARTICLE 11. On motion of John C. Newman it was voted that
the sum of Two Thousand Seven Hundred Ten Dollars and fifty-five
cents ($2,710.55) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated for sick
leave buy back as follows, each item being considered a separate ap-
propriation to be added to existing appropriations:
80
Contributory Retirement Salaries
Board of Health Salaries
Police Department Salaries
Library Salaries
Board of Public Works Salaries
Building Maintenance Salaries
Cemetery Department Salaries
Town Clerk Salaries
Fire Department Salaries
1,603.48
$165.32
155.40
182.80
214.16
166.39
64.00
75.40
83.60
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted to lay
Article 11 on the table.
On motion of Lawrence R. Blood it was voted to take Article 2 from
the table.
ARTICLE 2. The following report was presented by Lawrence R.
Blood for the Dump Site Committee:
DUMP SITE COMMITTEE
GENERAL SANITARY LANDFILL INFORMATION
The use of sanitary landfills is governed by strict compliance with
the Massachusetts Department of Public Health Sanitary Landfill
Regulations and the United States Environmental Protection Agency
Mandatory Sanitary Landfill Requirements . The site is constantly being
inspected by the Department of Environmental Quality Engineering
Division of General Environmental Control to insure compliance with the
permit.
The use of a sanitary landfill is a very essential link in the Solid
Waste Disposal needs of the Town of Reading. It is estimated that
approximately 10,700 tons of refuse material will be disposed of in the
existing site in FY-78. This 10,700 tons of material is primarily composed
of residential bulk items such as household furniture, appliances, tires,
pipes, swing sets, auto parts, lawn mowers, five gallon cans, oil drums,
scrap metal, mattresses, plaster, large plastic items, yard rakings,
brush, logs and diseased elm wood.
The landfill site is also used to dispose of the residue ash from the
10,640 tons of rubbish which goes through the municipal incinerator.
The actual volume of sanitary landfill which is available for disposal
of dump material represents only about 66.6% of the total volume
available within the site after all of the requirements of the permit are
complied with.
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Potential Sanitary Landfill Sites
The Board of Public Works hired Camp Dresser and McKee,
Consulting Engineers in 1963 to perform a Report on Refuse Disposal
and possible sanitary landfill sites. The investigations of this report
revealed five possible locations as shown in Figure 2. The results of the
findings were as follows:
Site No. 1.
This is the present John Street sanitary fill area and is the only site
recommended for such use. The site is located directly across the street
from the Public Works Garage and now the Municipal Incinerator and
recycling area. This allows supervision and equipment to be readily
available to the site at all times and to properly control the operation to
assure compliance with the regulations of the State Department of Public
Health. The existing site is also totally within the industrial zone.
Optimum utilization of this area should be made.
Site No. 2.
This is the large meadow to the east of the junction of Wakefield and
Haverhill Streets and contains the Federal Government’s Nike Site. The
comments on Site No. 3 apply to this site also. Site No. 2 and 3 are
drained by the Meadow Brook which flows into the Ipswich River. The
possibility of contamination to the water supply of downstream com-
munities constitutes a grave unacceptable risk.
It would be possible to construct an access road from the Nike Site
to some high ground, about half a mile to the east. The road would be
quite costly. This area could be better developed as a light manufac-
turing area or for recreational purposes, rather than for sanitary landfill.
Site No. 3.
This is the large meadow area to the east of junction of Franklin and
Haverhill Streets. This again is a large area with standing water and it
would be difficult to drain properly.
Site No. 4.
This area is bounded by Haverhill, Charles and Salem Streets. The
area is centrally located and is ringed by residences. The assignment of
this site would probably find many residents in objection. The standing
water in this meadow would rule this site out for a sanitary landfill.
Site No. 5. [Town Gravel Pit]
The access to this area is relatively poor. The area is in the nor-
thwest corner of Reading and passes through some prime residential
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areas. The use of this area for sanitary landfill would create a great
amount of traffic that would probably generate considerable protest. The
possibility of contamination to the water supply constitutes a grave risk.
The area is bounded generally by the Meadow Brook Golf Course,
the Town’s water pumping station site, Route 93 and the Ipswich River.
It is characterized by high, narrow ridges, and meadows. The gravel pit
area would be suitable for the burning of stumps, brush and demolition
lumber.
To the east of the gravel pit is some high ground that is a marginal
possibility for a sanitary landfill. The access is from the busily traveled
Route 28 and down Sanborn Lane. Sanborn Lane is a narrow, poorly
graded gravel road that contains a scattering of dwellings.
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Current Sanitary Landfill Operations
The existing sanitary landfill site consists of 34/78 acres of in-
dustrial zoned Town owned property which is located on John Street in
the southerly part of the Town. The land around the site is fairly well
developed. Apartments and residential homes are to the immediate north
of the site and industrial usage to the southeast and to the southwest
across John Street. The only undeveloped area is the generally low
wooded area to the east of the exisitng site. The southeast boundary of
the property is the Reading-Wakefield Town Line which runs ap-
proximately parallel to and about 250 feet from the right of way line of
Massachusetts Route 128.
The sanitary landfill site is currently being filled by an approved
method from the Department of Environmental Quality Engineering
Division of General Environmental Control. Plan #1 shows the three
distinct areas of operation along with the maximum fill elevations for
each of the areas.
In accordance with the approved filling plan it is estimated that the
existing site will be at capacity in 3 1/2 years or by the fall of 1980.
Proposed Modification to the Existing Sanitary Landfill
In order to utilize the site to its maximum potential it will be
necessary to relocate the man-made ditches to the side property lines.
This would allow the existing ditch area to be used for valuable sanitary
landfill purposes.
The new volume would allow the sanitary landfill operations to
continue for approximately 12 1/2 years or until 1989. At that time the
site will have approximately 25 acres of flat land. The proposed plan of
the ditch relocation along with the new maximum fill elevations is shown
on Plan #2.
The proposed ditch as shown on the plan will also intercept the
natural runoff and divert the existing ditch flow around the sanitary
landfill site. This will greatly reduce the possibility of contamination
from leachants in the landfill area. The new proposed ditches will also
have an impervious lining which will act as a further safeguard from the
detrimental leachant action.
The diversion of the existing man-made ditches to the property lines
is also consistant with the results of the Comprehensive Plan Study for
the Dump Site Re-use Analysis prepared for the Reading Planning Board
by Sasaki Associates, Incorporated, which indicates that the relocation
will allow more flexibility in future development potentials.
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Proposed Police Station Site Impact
The proposed Police Station site in the existing sanitary landfill area
as shown on Plan 2A will result in the loss of one to one and one half
years of landfill volume. This would mean that the existing filling plan
would be at capacity by mid 1979 or early 1980.
The proposed Police Station site impact on the modified landfill
procedure with the ditches relocated will result in a year or a year and a
half rjduction in the site therefore making the site at capacity around
1988.
Conclusions
The Town of Reading though its Dump Site Committee and the
Board of Public Works is constantly investigating alternatives of
disposal of solid wastes and will continue to do so. These investigations
to date indicate that the present incinerator operation together with the
use of the sanitary landfill site is still the most economical means of
disposal open to the Town.
The Town will soon be faced, however, with no sanitary landfill site
which could be as early as 1979. It is therefore imperative that the Town
actively seek the best possible long range solution and be well informed
of the costs associated and arrangements required so that a smooth
transition can be made.
This transition should be made when the alternatives become more
economical them the present operation or when the Town is forced into it
due to the sanitary landfill site being at capacity.
Recommendations
1. The ditch relocation should be made during Fy-78 to allow for con-
struction time and stabilization of approximately one year for the ditch
before active sanitary landfilling will be allowed. This is very close to the
projected capacity of the existing area with no real safety factor.
2. Encourage the recycling effort for materials that enter the landfill
site.
DUMP SITE COMMITTEE
RICHARD C. EVANS
PAUL C. DUSTIN
PETER DELGRECO
JEAN M. MACKILLIGAN
LAWRENCE R. BLOOD
WALTER F. MATSON
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This report was accepted as a report of progress.
On motion of Lawrence R. Blood it was voted to lay Article 2 on the
table.
ARTICLE 12. to see if the Town will vote to authorize the
payment during fiscal year 1977 of bills remaining unpaid for previous
fiscal years, for goods and services actually rendered to the Town, or take
any other action with respect thereto.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
ARTICLE 13. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the Town raise from the tax levy and appropriate the sum of Four
Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Dollars ($4,650.) for the purchase of
uniforms for the Fire Department.
ARTICLE 14. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the Town raise from the tax levy and appropriate the sum of Seven
Hundred Dollars ($700.00) for the purchase of protective clothing for
members of the Auxiliary Fire Service.
ARTICLE 15. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the Town raise from the tax levy and appropriate the sum of Eight
Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($8,400.) for the purchase of uniforms
for the Police Department.
ARTICLE 16. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the Town authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the
Selectmen, to borrow money from time to time in anticipation of the
revenue of the financial year beginning July 1, 1977 in accordance with
the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 4, and to issue a
note or notes therefor, payable within one year, and to renew any note or
notes, as may be given for a period of less than one year in accordance
with General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 17.
ARTICLE 17. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the Town delete in its entirety the present Gas Fee Schedule and
substitute the following:
Dwellings
$10.00 for new installations, 1 or 2 fixtures
1.00 for each additional fixture
5.00 additional work
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Commercial
$10.00 New installations up to 3 outlets
2.00 each additional unit of work
5.00 work after initial installation
Re-inspections
Not to exceed $15.00 or value of permit
Re-tests
$ 5.00 Minimum
Tanks
$ 8.00 for 1 or 2 tanks #100 or smaller
(larger tanks $8.00 and submit Plans)
(if installed under same permit, and
inspected at the same time $2.00)
ARTICLE 18. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the Town delete in its entirety the present Plumbing Fee Schedule
and substitute the following:
Dwellings
$10.00 for one to six fixtures
1.00 for each additional fixture
5.00 for water heaters
10.00
for sewer connections
8.00 for miscellaneous work (min. fee)
Commercial
$10.00 flat fee per unit
2.00 each fixture
Re-inspections
Not to exceed $15.00 or value of permit
ARTICLE 19. On motion of James J. Sullivan, Jr. it was voted
that the Town amend Section
adding the following:
121.21 of the Reading Building Code by
Commercial:
Water Heaters $3.00
Oil or Gas Burners 3.00
Additional motors .75
Temporary Service 5.00
Air Conditioners 3.00
Gas Station pumps 5.00
Exit Signs 2.00
Fire Alarm Systems 5.00
Railroad Crossing Devices 5.00
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Traffic Lights
Permits for which no fee is herein prescribed
Minimum charge for additional inspections necessary by
3.00
3.00
defective work 5.00
Each permit shall be good for a period not to exceed 3 months.
ARTICLE 20. On motion of Allan E. Ames it was voted that the
subject matter of Article 20 — “To see what action the Town will take
regarding the installation of additional street lights on the public streets
during the year 1977 or what it will do in relation thereto” — be referred
to the Municipal Light Board, and that said Board be, and hereby is,
authorized to install such additional street lights as in its judgment are
required, and to make such changes in the size, type and location of
existing street lights as it may deem advisable, the expense of the same
to be paid from the income of the plant.
ARTICLE 21. To see what sum the Town will raise by borrowing,
or from the tax levy, or transfer from available funds, or otherwise, and
appropriate for consulting engineers, architectural services, plans and
surveys for the construction of facilities for the Reading Public Library,
each sum to be expended under the direction of the Board of Library
Trustees, or take any other action with respect thereto.
On motion of Edward F.*Fuller if was voted that Article 21 be in-
definitely postponed.
ARTICLE 22. On motion of Alexander T. Botka it was voted that
the Town accept the layout as Public Ways of the following Private
Ways, Annette Lane, Beaver Road, Red Gate Lane, Indian Tree Lane,
Hodson Lane, Rustic Lane and Balsam Road as laid out by the Board of
Public Works in its reports and plans, both of which were filed in the
Town Clerk’s Office on April 27, 1977 to which reference is made for a
more particular description, and adopt the recommendations contained
therein, and that the Town authorize the Board of Public Works to take
such land in fee or rights of easement therein by eminent domain, under
the provisions of Chapter 79 of the General Laws, as amended, or acquire
said land in fee or rights of easement therein by purchase, gift or other-
wise, and to assess betterments therefore and to make entry for the
purpose of construction before all claims for damages by reason thereof
shall have been finally adjusted or determined, and that the sum of Eight
Thousand Three Hundred and Sixty-five Dollars ($8,365.00) be raised
from the tax levy and appropriated to the Board of Public Works for
expenses incurred in the layout and construction of such ways, as
follows, each item being considered as a separate appropriation:
Annette Lane
Beaver Road
$325.00
3,300.00
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Hodson Lane
Rustic Lane
Balsam Road
Red Gate Lane
Indian Tree Lane
1.050.00
800.00
460.00
2
.
200.00
230.00
Total
115 voted in the affirmative
4 voted in the negative
2/3 vote required
$8,365.00
ARTICLE 23. It was moved by Alexander T. Botka that the sum
of Fourteen Thousand Dollars ($14,000.00) be raised from the tax levy
and appropriated for the purpose of a Special Rubbish Collection, such
sum to be spent by and under the direction of the Board of Public Works.
This motion did not pass.
ARTICLE 24. On motion of Lawrence R. Blood it was voted that
the sum of One Hundred and Eighty-three Thousand Dollars
($183,000.00) be raised from the tax levy and appropriated for the
purpose of relocating a portion of the Quannapowitt Drainage System
that traverses the Sanitary Landfill located on John Street said channel
to be diverted to the North and Easterly around the Landfill Site, such
sums to be spent by and under the direction of the Board of Public
Works.
ARTICLE 25. On motion of Clifford P. Wadman it was voted that
the Town raise and appropriate from the tax levy or transfer from other
available funds the sum of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.) for the
repurchase and release of previously sold surplus graves or lots from
current owners, or what it will do in relation thereto.
ARTICLE 26. To see if the Town will vote to modify, alter or
otherwise change the composition of the membership; or the members
thereof; of the School Construction Committee as constituted by vote of
the Town under Article 43 of the 1967 Annual Town meeting, or take any
other action with respect thereto.
On the motion of Carl A. Beaulieu it was voted to lay Article 26 on
the table.
ARTICLE 27. To see what sum the Town will raise by borrowing,
or from the tax levy, or transfer from available funds, or otherwise, and
appropriate for use in conjunction with funds previously appropriated by
the Town for the purpose of repairing the concrete and completing
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construction at the Reading Memorial High School, or take any other
action with respect thereto.
On motion of Carl A. Beaulieu it was voted to lay Article 27 on the
table.
ARTICLE 28. On motion of Lynn G. Stasz it was voted that the
Town acquire by purchase, for conservation puuposes under
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 8C, as amended, the
following described parcel of land; and, that the sum of Fifty -one
Thousand Dollars ($51,000.00) be appropriated as follows for the purpose
of said acquisition:
the sum of Eighteen Thousand Three Hundred and Twenty-five
Dollars ($18,325.00) be raised and appropriated from the tax levy,
the sum of Twenty -nine Thousand Six Hundred Seventy -five
Dollars ($29,675.00) be transferred from Available Funds from the “sale
of Real Estate” account for such purposes, and
the sum of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) be transferred from
funds previously appropriated under Article 79 of the Annual Town
Meeting, May 22, 1975;
and, to authorize the Conservation Commission to enter into agreements
with State and Federal agencies for financial and other assistance in
connection with said acquisition;
A certain parcel of land, bounded and described as follows:
Beginning at a point 287.81 feet Northerly from a point on Pinevale
Avenue which is 117.88 feet westerly from a stone bound in the northerly
side line of said way;
Thence S 79° 09’ 47” W. by land now or formerly of Dana Realty,
Inc. a distance of 4.01 feet;
Thence S. 80° 13’ 56” W. by land of said Dana Realty and by land
now or formerly of James A. and Merilyn K. Russell a distance of 108.49
feet to an iron pipe;
Thence S. 75° 53’ 55” W. by land now or formerly of said Russell a
distance of 67.63 feet to a comer;
Thence S. 11° 08’ 07” E. by land now or formerly of said Russell a
distance of 197.27 feet to a comer;
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Thence S 65° 01’ 06” W. by land now or formerly of Olive K. Mikson
a distance of 205.40 feet to a comer;
Thence N. 24° 58’ 54” W. by land now or formerly of Charles M.
Byron and land now or formerly of Edward G. and Marion K. Hout a
distance of 207.53 feet to a drill hole;
Thence N. 39° 05’ 49” W. by land now or formerly of said Hout a
distance of 79.52 feet to a drill hole at a point of land now or formerly of
Alexander M. Jr. and Carolyn M. Clement;
Thence N. 38° 23’ 58” W. by land now or formerly of Phyllis Morand
and land now or formerly of Carl E. and Edla V. Anderson a distance of
239.86 feet to a drill hole;
Thence N. 26° 42’ 18” E. by land now or formerly of said Anderson a
distance of 19.59 feet to a drill hole;
Thence N. 60° 31’ 43” E. by land now or formerly of said Anderson a
distance of 165.04 feet to a drill holl;
Thence N. 58° 16’ 14” E. by land now or formerly of said Anderson a
distance of 180.14 feet to a drill hole;
Thence N. 23° 15’ 36” W. by land now or formerly of said Anderson
a distance of 261 .02 feet to a drill hole on a boulder;
Thence N. 22° 37’ 28” W. by land now or formerly of said Anderson
a distance of 85.91 feet to a corner;
Thence N. 71° 24’ 24” E. by land now or formerly of Reading
Greenhouses, Inc. a distance of 300.25 feet to a point;
Thence N. 70° 55’ 34” E. by land now or formerly of said
Greenhouses, Inc. a distance of 4. 14 feet to a point;
Thence N. 70° 55’ 34” E. by land now or formerly of said
Greenhouses, Inc. a distance of 111.89 feet to a point;
Thence N. 68° 37’ 14” E. by land now or formerly of said
Greenhouses, Inc. a distance of 48.67 feet to a point;
Thence N. 68° 30’ 54” E. by land now or formerly of said
Greenhouses, Inc. a distance of 107.89 feet to a comer;
Thence S. 27° 57’ 46” E. along the terminus of the existing layout of
Park Avenue a distance of 7. 14 feet to a point;
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Thence S. 26° 41’ 18” E. by land now or formerly of Helge and
Astrid Fransen and land now or formerly of William S. and Katherine F.
Geary, a distance of 232.98 feet to a drill hole;
Thence S. 25° 30’ 43” E. by land now or formerly of said Geary and
along the terminus of the existing layout of Pine Avenue and by land now
or formerly of Richard and Walter E. Gray Trustees a distance of 204.18
feet to an iron pipe;
Thence S. 11°00’ 08” W. by land now or formerly of Dana Realty,
Inc. a distance of 152.22 feet to a drill hole;
Thence S. 21° 00’ 46” W. by land now or formerly of said Realty a
distance of 60.30 feet to a point;
Thence S. 16° 49’ 59” W. by land now of formerly of said Realty a
distance of 61.52 feet to a drill hole;
Thence S. 17° 47’ 15 ” W. by land now or formerly of said Realty a
distance of 146.86 feet to an iron pipe;
Thence S. 19° 24’ 12” E. by land now or formerly of said Realty a
distance of 56.33 feet to a comer;
Thence N. 72° 23’ 01” E. by land now or formerly of said Realty a
distance of 153.00 feet to an iron pipe;
Thence S. 21° 30’ 59” E. along the terminus of the existing layout of
Percy Avenue a distance of 40.00 feet to an iron pipe;
Thence S. 65° 33’ 27” W. by land now or formerly of Francis B. and
Marjorie S. Robie a distance of 153.37 feet to a point;
Thence S. 78° 52’ 41” W. by land now or formerly of said Robie a
distance of 97.57 feet to a point of curvature;
Thence running by a curved line to the right having a radius of
275.83 feet by land now or formerly of said Robie a distance of 23.36 feet
to a point;
Thence S. 65° 33' 27” W. by land now or formerly of Barkley
Development Corporation a distance of 16.00 feet;
Thence N. 05° 49’ 41” W\ by land now or formerly of Dana Realty,
Inc. a distance of 144.51 feet to a comer, said point being the point of
beginning of this description.
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Said parcel containing 13.8 acres more or less and more fully shown
on the plan entitled; “Plan of Land in Reading, Mass." dated June 7,
1971, by Dana F. Perkins and Sons, Inc. recorded in the Middlesex
Registry of Deeds South District, Book 12077, Page 619; and as shown
as Plat 35, Lot 37 on the Reading Assessor’s Maps.
104 voted in the affirmative
14 voted in the negative
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned until 8:00 P.M., Thursday, May 26, 1977, to meet at the
Parker Junior High School Auditorium.
Meeting adjourned at 11:22 P.M.
141 Town Meeting members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Adjourned Annual Town Meeting
Parker Junior High School Auditorium May 26, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham, at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by Rev. Robert A. Walsh, O.S.A., of
Austin Preparatory School, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag.
ARTICLE 29. To see what sum the Town will raise and ap-
propriate or appropriate from available funds, or otherwise, to be ex-
pended by the Conservation Commission under General Laws Chapter
40, Section 8C, as amended, for the purpose of maintaining, designing,
improving and constructing facilities for the utilization of the following
described parcel of land, and to determine how any such appropriation
will be raised, whether by taxation, transfer of available funds, by
borrowing or otherwise, and, if by borrowing, to authorize the issuance of
bonds or notes of the Town therefor; and, to authorize the Conservation
Commission to enter into agreements with state and federal agencies for
financial and other assistance in connection with such program; or take
any other action with respect thereto.
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A certain parcel of land shown as lot 37 on the Reading Assessor’s
Plat number 35, containing 13.8 acres more or less.
On motion of James R. Boucher it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
ARTICLE 30. To see what sum the Town will raise by borrowing,
or from the tax levy or transfer from available funds, or otherwise, and
appropriate to be expended under the direction of the Conservation
Commission for the purpose of wetlands identification, delineation and
evaluation.
On motion of James R. Boucher it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
ARTICE 31. On motion of Philip R. White, Jr. it was voted that
the Town instruct Representative Nils L. Nordberg, its representative in
the Great and General Court, to file the necessary legislation to rescind
the action of the Town Meeting taken May 24, 1961, adopting and ac-
cepting the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 33, Section 59.
ARTICLE 32. On motion of Dorothy M. Anderson it was voted
that the Town amend General By-Laws Article II, Section 1, Rule 7 of
the By-Laws of the Town by deleting said rule and inserting in place
thereof the following new rule:
‘Rule 7. When a question is put, the vote on all matters shall be
taken by a show of hands and the Moderator shall declare the vote as it
appears to him. If the Moderator is unable to decide the vote by the show
of hands, or if his decision is immediately questioned by seven (7) or more
members, he shall determine the question by ordering a standing vote
and he shall appoint tellers to make and return the count directly to him.
On request of not less than twenty (20) members a vote shall be taken by
roll call.”
ARTICLE 33. On motion of Philip R. White, Jr. as amended by
Nancy Wilson Anderson it was voted that the Town amend the General
By-Laws of the Town, Article XI, by deleting said Article in its entirety
and inserting in place thereof the following new article:
“Article XI. Council on Aging.
Section 1. The Council on Aging shall consist of ten members
appointed by the Board of Selectmen. All members shall be citizens of
the town and at least two members shall be over 65 years of age. The
Council shall meet and organize as soon as possible after July 1 of each
year. At said meeting it shall elect its own chairman and any other of-
ficers it may deem necessary to conduct its business.
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The term of appointment for all members shall be for three years and
shall expire on the first day of July except the members of the Council
shall be appointed initially as follows: four members for the term of three
years, three for the term of two years and three for the term of one year.
Annually thereafter three or four members expire. The Council may
appoint such clerks and other employees as it may require.
Section 2. If any member of the Council is absent from two (2) or
more successive meetings or more than four (4) meetings in one year the
other members of said Council may, by affirmative vote of its majority,
request the Board of Selectmen to remove such absenting member from
his membership and the Board of Selectmen may thereafter so remove
such member and shall notify such member by mail of such removal.
Section 3. It shall be the duty of the Council to carry out programs
designed to meet the problems of the aging in the Community.
ARTICLE 34. To see if the Town will amend the last sentence of
Section 7, clause (I) — “Longevity” of Article XXIV of the By-Laws of
the Town by adding the following words “or upon termination by death
or by retirement”, so as to read “Amounts payable annually on the first
pay day in December or upon termination by death or retirement”, or to
take any other action with respect thereto.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that Article 34 be in-
definitely postponed.
ARTICLE 35. On motion of John C. Newman it was voted that
the Town amend “Section 3 — Personnel Board” in accord with Article
XXIV of the By-Laws of the Town, as follows:
By deleting the first paragraph and inserting in its stead:
“To administer this By-Law, there shall be a Personnel Board,
hereinafter called the Board, consisting of five members appointed by the
Board of Selectmen. One member of the Finance Committee, to be chosen
by the Finance Committee shall act as liaison between the Board and
Committee, and shall attend Board meetings as a non -voting observer.
All members shall be citizens of the Town, but shall not be Town Of-
ficers, nor employees of the Town, nor members of any standing board,
commission or committee of the Town, except that any or all may be
Town Meeting Members. All members shall serve without compensation.
ARTICLE 36. Move that the land and building known as the
Lowell Street School be and hereby is transferred to the Board of
Selectmen.
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On motion of William C. Brown it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
On motion of Carl H. Amon, Jr. it was voted to take Article 3 from
the table.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of Carl H. Amon, Jr. it was voted that
the Town instruct Representative Nils L. Nordberg and Senator William
Saltonstall to vote against all legislation extending compulsory
legislation for police and fire salaries and that they be further instructed
to vote to uphold the veto of such legislation in the event such legislation
is vetoed by the governor, and that a copy of this instruction be im-
mediately submitted to Governor Dukakis.
ARTICLE 3. It was moved by John Zorabedian, Jr. that the
Board of Library Trustees and the Board of Selectmen actively seek
alternative proposals prior to the awarding of contracts for architectural
and engineering services for which funding was authorized under Article
4 of the Special Town Meeting of May 19, 1977.
This motion did not pass.
ARTICLE 3. It was moved by Beverly B. Seavey that at such
time as the application for Library funding is made that the Selectmen
withdraw their application for funding for the Police Station
.
This motion did not pass.
On motion of Carl H. Amon, Jr. it was voted to lay Article 3 on the
table.
ARTICLE 38. It was moved by Virginia M. Adams that the Board of
Selectmen be instructed to lease the Reading Depot to the Reading
Heritage Museum Corporation, for one year, commencing July 1, 1977,
at an annual rental of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).
THis motion did not pass.
ARTICLE 39. To see what sum the Town will raise by borrowing,
or from the tax levy, or transfer from available funds or otherwise and
appropriate for the purpose of operating the Reading Youth Office at the
Reading Community Center, under the direction of the Selectmen, or
what it will do in relation thereto.
On motion of Stephen G. Viegas it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
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ARTICLE 40. To see what sum the Town will raise by borrowing,
or from the tax levy, or transfer from available funds or otherwise and
appropriate for the purpose of operating a youth program and/or youth
center at the Reading Community Center, under the direction of the
Selectmen, or what it will do in relation thereto.
On motion of Stephen G. Viegas it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
It was moved by Virginia M. Adams that the vote under Article 38
be reconsidered.
This motion to reconsider Article 38 failed to pass.
71 voted in the affirmative
58 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
ARTICLE 41. It was moved by Richard A. Nihan, Jr. that the
Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey upon such terms as
they shall consider proper, to Thomas L. McManus and Rose M. Mc-
Manus, the following described land:
‘Beginning at a point on the northerly sideline of John Street which is
.
north westerly from the town line dividing Reading and Wakefield one
hundred forty -nine and twenty -eight hundredths feet (149.28’) more or
less;
THENCE running northwesterly along said sideline of John Street
one hundred seventy-four and sixty-four hundredths feet (174.64’) more
or less to a point;
THENCE turning and running northeasterly sixty-five feet (65’)
more or less to a point on the sideline of a fifteen foot (15’) wide buffer
strip;
THENCE turning and running southeasterly along said sideline
seventy-four feet (74’) more or less to a point;
THENCE turning and running easterly along said sideline three
hundred ninety feet (390’) more or less to a point;
THENCE turning and running southeasterly sixty feet (60’) more or
less to a point on said town line which is northerly from the northerly
sideline of John Street six hundred twenty-six and five tenths (626.5’);
THENCE turning and running southwesterly along said town line
three hundred five feet (305’) more or less to a point;
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THENCE turning and running more southwesterly eighty -eight and
sixty-nine hundredths feet (88.69’) more or less to a point;
THENCE turning and running northwesterly forty -three and sixty
-
four hundreths feet (43.64’) more or less to a point;
THENCE turning and running southwesterly one hundred and
sixty-two hundredths feet (100.62’) more or less to a point:
THENCE turning and running southerly one hundred sixty-one and
seventy-six hundredths feet (161.76’) more or less to the point of
beginning.
SAid parcel of land containing 50,900 S.F. more or less.”
The minimum price for such conveyance shall be Sixty -Six
Thousand Dollars ($66,000.00).
This motion did not pass.
65 voted in the affirmative
53 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required.
On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted to take Article 16
from the table.
ARTICLE 26. On motion of Carl A. Beaulieu it was voted that the
provisions of Article 43 of the 1967 Annual Town Meeting pertaining to
the composition of the membership of the School Construction Com-
mittee be amended by deleting the clause “one member of the Finance
Committee chosen by it”, and by inserting after the word “Town”, and
before the word, “to”, the clause “who may be members of the Reading
School Committee”, so that the part pertaining to membership will read
as follows:
.... said Committee to consist of one member of the School Committee
chosen by it, one member of the Board of Public Works chosen by it, and
four citizens of the town, who may be members of the Reading School
Committee, to be appointed by the Moderator, vacancies from time to
time to be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.
On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted to take Article 27
from the table.
ARTICLE 27. On motion of Carl A. Beaulieu it was voted that the
sum of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) be raised from the tax
levy and added to the balance of the funds appropriated under Article 4
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of the Adjourned Annual Town Meeting of May 27, 1976 and ap-
propriated for the purpose of repairing a concrete condition at the
Reading Memorial High School. Such sums totaling Forty -eight
Thousand One Hundred Seventy-four and 55/100 Dollars ($48,174.55) to
be expended by and under the direction of the School Construction
Committee.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted to take Article 11 from
the table.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that Article 11 be in-
definitely postponed.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to take Article 3 from
the table.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
Harold B. Currell and Irving C. Dickey, Jr., be appointed Measurers of
Lumber and Measurers of Wood and Bark.
ARTICLE 3. It was moved by Walter F. Matson that the Town
seek to establish an Area Committee, and the Selectmen appoint two (2)
people from this town to contact other area towns to seek people to
represent their selectmen and towns, to plan and push for improved
public transportation.
This motion failed to pass.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that Article 3 be in-
definitely postponed.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to take Article 1 from
the table.
ARTICLE 2. The following report was given by Frank A. Smith,
Jr.
In response to Mr. Brown’s question, the Town of Reading is
obligated to provide to the MBTA and its patrons the same service as
required under the conveyance by the B & M to the Town of Reading, as
all obligations passed to the B & M successor.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that Article 2 be in-
definitely postponed.
103
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned, sine die, at 10:54 P.M.
134 Town Meeting members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Adjourned Special Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium May 26, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham, at 10:55 P.M.
ARTICLE 5. On motion of James R. Boucher it was voted that the
Town acquire the following described parcel of land in fee or rights of
easement therein, by purchase for conservation purposes under
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 8C, as amended; and,
that the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) be raised from the tax levy and ap-
propriated for the purpose of said acquisition; and, to authorize the
Conservation Commission to enter into agreements with State and
Federal agencies for financial and other assistance in connection with
said acquisition.
A certain parcel of land shown as lot 37b on the Reading Assessor’s
Plat 35, containing 12,552 square feet more or less and more fully shown
on the plan entitled: “Plan of Land in Reading, Mass.” dated June 7,
1971 by Dana F. Perkins and Sons, Inc. recorded in the Middlesex
Registry of Deeds South District, Book 12077, Page 629, bounded and
described as follows:
Beginning at a point 287.81 feet northerly from a point on Pinevale
Avenue which is 117.88 feet westerly from a stone bound in the northerly
side line of said way:
THENCE S. 79° 09’ 47” W. by land now or formerly of Dana
Realty, Inc. a distance of 4.01 feet to a point;
THENCE S. 80° 13’ 56” W. by land now or formerly of Dana
Realty, Inc. a distance of 46.00 feet to a point;
THENCE S. 12° 43’ 39” E. by land now or formerly of James A. and
Merilyn K. Russell a distance of 111.69 feet to a point;
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THENCE running by a curve line to the right having a radius of
225.83 feet by land now or formerly of said Russell a distance of 39,90
feet to a point;
THENCE S. 02° 36’ 18” E. by land now or formerly of said Russell a
distance of 119.11 feet to a point;
THENCE running by a curved line to the right having a radius of
20.00 feet by land now or formerly of said Russell a distance of 29.05 feet
to a point on the northerly side line of Pinevale Ave;
THENCE N. 80° 37’ 40” E. along said northerly side line of
Pinevale Avenue a distance of 73.83 feet to a point;
THENCE N. 22° 03’ 09” W. by land now or formerly of Barkeley
Development Corporation a distance of 143.50 feet to a point;
THENCE N. 05° 49’ 41” W. by land now or formerly of Dana
Realty, Inc. a distance of 144.51 feet to a comer; said point being the
point of beginning of this description.
120 voted in the affirmative
0 voted in the negative
(2/3 vote required)
ARTICLE 6. It was moved by Stephen G. Viegas that the Town
vote to accept Chapter 40, Section 8E of the Massachusetts General
Laws and establish a Youth Commission.
This motion did not pass.
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to have all the monies
appropriated by the Town for 735, the Reading Youth Office and the
Reading Drop-In Center be expended under the direction of the Youth
Commission or take any other action with respect thereto.
On motion of Stephen G. Viegas it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to take Article 2 from
the table.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that Article 2 be in-
definitely postponed.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to take Article 1 from
the table.
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On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that Article 1 be in-
definitely postponed.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned, sine die, at 11:10 P.M.
134 Town Meeting members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Subsequent Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium November 14, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham, at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. E. Lewis MacLean of the
Church of the Nazarene, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
The Warrant was partially read by the Town Clerk, when on motion
of Richard J. Ogden it was voted to dispense with further reading of the
Warrant, except the Constable’s Return, which was then read by the
Town Clerk.
ARTICLE 1. The following report was read by Maureen T.
O’Brien, Chairman of the Planning Board:
Progress Report
The Planning Board feels that Town Meeting should be brought up
to date on the Planning activities of the town, since much has happened
since last May.
On August 1, 1977, the Planning Board hired as the Town Planner,
Mr. Robert Mayerson, an experienced and well qualified candidate, (for
that position). On September 16, 1977 an announcement was issued that
the Planning Office was officially organized and functioning, although
the planning work had begun much earlier.
A 5 page Work Program for the year has been drawn up and on
October 18th, was presented to the Boards, Departments and Corn-
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mittees listed in Mr. Walker’s motion of May 16, 1977. The Program is
admittedly an ambitious one, which can be fully accomplished only in the
best of circumstances and with all the prerequisites as described in it
futfilled
.
It outlines all of the areas needing Planning attention within the
Town, and is broken down into the following seven (7) categories:
A.— Basic Inventories —
Base Maps, Housing & Population Characteristics, Economic Base
Studies, Land Use, Public Ownership of Land & Cultural Site In-
ventories .
B.— Projections & Forecasts:
Population & Economic Trends
C. — Area Studies:
Central Business District including Haven St., & So. Main Street
D. — Circulation:
Mass. Transit & Bikeways
E. — Community Facilities:
Town Office Space Needs, Open Space, Water Supply, Solid Waste
F. — Regulation:
Zoning and Site Plan Review & Appeals Cases.
G. — General Grantsmanship & Office Management
The Work Program lists the prerequisites needed to complete the
program as described as well as the agencies primarily involved in each
area with which the Board and Planner must interact. Meetings are
expected to continue throughout the year with the agencies mentioned,
both to complete the tasks as described and to comply with the intent of
the Walker Motion of the Annual Town Meeting. As was emphasized at
the October 18, 1977 meeting, the Work Program is not cast in concrete
and we have asked for and are receiving helpful reactions from many of
these agencies. We welcome Town Meeting’s suggestions also.
The first stage of the Work Program, the basic inventories collection
and organizing of maps and statistics, is well underway as part of the
ground work required in developing a Comprehensive Plan.
The second area in which the Planning Board has been involved, is
the Zoning By-Law Rewrite, which is in its final stages. The rewrite is
currently being reviewed by the Board of Selectmen, Public Works
Commission, Board of Appeals, the Building Inspector, the Con-
servation Commission and Town Counsel. The rewrite has been a dif-
ficult and sometimes frustrating task involving many Planning Board
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hours and in the past month the coordinating efforts of the Planner. We
hope to have the proposed By-Law ready for printing within the next 4
weeks . In order to allow time for review we hope to have it distributed to
Town Meeting Members at least four weeks prior to the first of two
Informational Meetings in January. We forsee a final Public Hearing in
Februrary, and would then be ready to come before you at a subsequent
Town Meeting for your final decision.
The Space Needs of the Town is another area with which the
Planning Board has been occupied. Originally this study was proposed
by Dr. Wells with the intention of finding a use for space made available
by school closings and building proposals. The subsequent decision to
reconstruct the old police station and the probable use of the Community
Center site for a new Library, creates an immediate reuse for the
abandoned school buildings, but raises other problems.
A town wide committee was established and a number of meetings
held. A questionnaire was distributed to all Town Agencies and just
about all have been returned and the data assessed. A summary of a
portion of this data and a tentative draft listing of town agencies most
suitable to being situated in close proximity to each other has been drawn
up and submitted to the Board of Selectmen in the past two weeks.
In view of the shifting priorities of the Space Needs Study, the
Planning Board is seeking further input from the Selectmen as to the
direction the Study should now take. A meeting on this subject is
planned with the Selectmen shortly after the adjournment of this Town
Meeting.
Finally, the Planning Board wishes to publicly thank all those and
who have contributed much time, energy and equipment to the
establishing of the Planning Office and the accumulation of data and
maps including:
The Board of Selectmen
The Executive Secretary
The Board of Public Works
The Building Superintendent
The Building Inspector
The Conservation Commission
Civic Groups
Individual Citizens
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
ARTICLE 1. The following report was read by Joyce K. Miller,
Chairman of the Reading Bicentennial Commission:
108
Report of Progress
Many Bicentennial projects are completed and the others are in then-
final stages. At one point we had hoped to make this our final report.
However, writing and editing two of the publications has required more
time than anticipated, and we felt it important to allow the time required
for a thorough preparation. Also, our project with the Board of Public
Works to beautify and provide a new welcome sign on the small triangle
South of the Main common is not complete. We now plan to file a final
report next May.
In the meantime one publication --the new edition of The Story of
Reading Government, originally written by Victor E. Pitkin in 1940, and
revised to 1975 by the League of Women Voters, is completed and
available to the public, arrangements have been made to have them on
sale at the Clerk’s office and at interested stores for $3.50 a copy. Copies
are available in the lobby tonight, and I urge you to take time to examine
and perhaps purchase a copy.
This book was originally written by Mr. Pitkin to be used in the
Junior High School, and many young people learned about their com-
munity from it. We have recently been informed that the School
Department is planning a unit on local government for the Junior High
School and would like to use this book as the text. We feel this would be
most appropriate and effective. Unless this body directs us to the con-
trary at this meeting, we propose to give the School Department ap-
proximately 500 copies to keep in the schools and use as needed.
We are very deeply concerned about the preservation and con-
tinuation of the work we have started. Recently we made two recom-
mendations to the Board of Selectmen: first and most important, that
the Town establish official archives, with a citizens committee of
professionals to assist with plans for organizing and implementing
policies and procedures; and second, that the Town establish an
Historical Commission. The Selectmen recognize the need for order in the
Town’s records and have taken the first recommendation under ad-
visement. Article 9 on the Warrant is in response to the second recom-
mendation. We urge you support it at the appropriate time.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
ARTICLE 1. The following report was read by Edward F. Fuller,
Chairman of the Board of Library Trustees:
The trustees would like to report that work is proceeding towards
construction of a new library. A contract has been signed with the ar-
chitect and preliminary site sketches have been submitted to the Board.
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The timetable outlined at the last Town Meeting is being adhered to and
we fully expect to come to the Town Meeting in the spring ready for
approved and funding.
This report was accepted as a report of progress.
ARTICLE 1. The following report was read by Barry J. Mitchel,
Chairman of the Police Station Building Committee:
Since our last report to you at the Annual Town Meeting in May,
significant progress has been made toward providing the Reading Police
Department with a modern station. Our application for $290,000 under
Round II of the Federal Public Works Employment Act of 1977 has been
accepted. Since receipt of the Offer of Grant on September 12, the
Selectmen, Police Department, Goodwin/Gallager our architect, and
your Committee have been hard at work to refine the plans and develop
bid specifications.
Advertisement for construction bids began on November 3. Sub-
contractor bids are due November 28 at 12:00 Noon and general bids will
be opened and reviewed at 8:00 P.M. on Friday, December 2 in the
Selectmen’s office. We expect to award the bid on December 8, sign the
contract on December 12 and begin construction not later than December
17, as required by the grant.
Although sacrifices in space and facilities were necessary when
compared to the previously proposed facility on John Street, we believe
that the two-story 50’ x 32’ addition to the rear of the present station,
plus renovation of the existing building will provide the department with
a good operational plant.
AS indicated previously, construction is expected to start by
December 17. The plan is to build and occupy the new addition, then
complete the renovations to the existing building. Construction is ex-
pected to take about nine months. The building will be in compliance
with State and Federal standards.
The Selectmen have hired Mr. Thomas Galvin to serve as Clerk of
the works on the project. He has retired from Thomas O’Conner Con-
struction Company in Boston and worked previously on school con-
struction projects with the architect, Goodwin /Gallager. The Committee
is pleased to have a person of his experience on this project.
BARRY J. MITCHEL, Chairman
DOUGLASS L. BARKER
ANTHONY L. RICKLEY
JOHN B. MILLER
RALPH E. SNYDER
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This report was accepted as a report of progress.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to lay Article 1 on the
table.
ARTICLE 2. Richard J. Ogden gave an oral report on the progress
towards correcting the odor from Woburn.
ARTICLE 2. On motion of Donald E. Sweet it was voted that
Town Meeting approve the appointment of a Public Safety Review
Committee to review the capabilities and needs of the Fire and Police
Departments. The Committee shall consist of four (4) Town Meeting
members appointed by the Moderator and one (1) member of the Finance
Committee appointed by that Board.
The Committee shall review the facilities, equipment and the per-
sonnel needs of both Departments and present a comprehensive report of
the next Town Meeting together with warrant articles if they are needed.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted to adjourn the Sub-
sequent Town Meeting until after the Special Town Meeting scheduled
for this time.
Special Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium November 14, 1977
The Special Town Meeting was called to order by the Moderator,
Kenneth C. Latham, at 8:30 P.M.
The Warrant was partially read by the Town Clerk, when on motion
of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to dispense with further reading of the
Warrant, except the Constable’s Return, which was then read by the
Town Clerk.
ARTICLE 1. On motion of Paul C. Dustin it was voted that the
Board of Public Works be authorized, empowered and instructed to file,
in the name of, and in behalf of the Town, an application in form and
manner required by the United States Government in conformity with
laws, and take such other actions as may be required to obtain a grant to
be made by the United States of America to the Town of Reading,
Massachusetts to be used to defray part of the cost of contract drawings,
specifications for and the construction of a sewer collection system for
the Town and that the Board of Public Works be, and it hereby is,
authorized to expend any funds received or to be received by the Town as
a result of any such application.
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ARTICLE 2. On motion of Paul C. Dustin it was voted that the
sum of One Hundred Twenty-six Thousand Dollars ($126,000.00) be
appropriated for consulting engineering services, surveys, preliminary
plans, designs, contracts, specifications, final plans and estimates for
reconstructing, remodelling, enlarging and extending the Town sewer
system and for travel outside the State, such funds to be spent by and
under the direction of the Board of Public Works, and to meet said ap-
propriation, that the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) be
transferred from surplus revenue and that the sum of One Hundred
Sixteen Thousand Dollars ($116,000.00) be raised by borrowing and that
the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, be and
he hereby is authorized to borrow said One Hundred Sixteen Thousand
Dollars ($116,000.00) and to issue at one time or from time to time bonds
or notes of the Town for said One Hundred Sixteen Thousand
($116,000.00) Dollars payable in accordance with Chapter 44 of the
General Laws so that each issue shall be paid in not more than five (5)
years from its date or at such earlier time as the Treasurer and Selectmen
may determine; said bonds or notes shall be signed by the Treasurer and
countersigned by the Selectmen, and that the Board of Public Works be,
and it hereby is authorized to proceed with the consulting engineering
services, surveys, preliminary plans, designs, contracts, specifications,
final plans and estimates for reconstructing, remodeling, enlarging and
extending the Town sewer system and to einter into all contracts and
agreements with respect thereto and to do all other acts and things
necessary or proper for carrying out the provisions of this vote.
136 voted in the affirmative
1 voted in the negative
ARTICLE 3. To see what sum the Town will raise by borrowing or
from the tax levy or transfer from available funds or otherwise, to be
used in conjunction with funds previously appropriated by the Town for
the purpose of repairing the concrete and completing construction at
Reading Memorial High School, or take any other action with respect
thereto.
On motion of W. Bruce MacDonald it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
ARTICLE 4. Maureen T. O’Brien moved that the Town of
Reading vote to approve the acceptance by Planning Board of a grant not
to exceed $7,800 from the National Endowment for the Arts, to be ex-
pended within fiscal 1978 and 1979.
This motion did not pass.
65 voted in the affirmative
76 voted in the negative
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On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned, sine die, at 9:30 P.M.
149 Town Meeting members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Adjourned Subsequent Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium November 14, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham, at 9:35 P.M.
ARTICLE 3. On motion of George R. Larson it was voted that the
Town of Reading authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the
Board of Selectmen, to appoint an Assistant Town Treasurer in ac-
cordance with the Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, Section
39A.
ARTICLE 4. On motion of George R. La4son, as amended by
John H. Crooker, it was voted that the Town of Reading transfer from
available free cash the sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
($1,500.00) and that the sum of Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00)
be transferred from the Municipal Light Department Operating and
Maintenance account and that said sums totaling Two Thousand Two
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($2,250.00) be appropriated and transferred to the
Town Treasurer’s Salary Account for the salary of the Assistant Town
Treasurer.
ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town upon the recommendation or
request of the Conservation Commission will vote to designate as Scenic
Roads under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 15C the
following roads: Pearl Street, South Street, County Road, Summer
Avenue, Franklin Street, Wakefield Street, Prescott Street, Walnut
Street, West Street and Van Norden Road, or take any other action with
respect thereto.
On motion of Nancy Wilson Anderson it was voted that this article
be indefinitely postponed.
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ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town upon the recommendation or
request of the Conservation Commission will vote to designate as Scenic
Roads under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 15C all
roads within the Town of Reading with the exception of Route 28, Route
129, Route 83, and Route 128, or take any other action with respect
thereto
.
On motion of Nancy Wilson Anderson it was voted that this article
be indefinitely postponed.
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize, empower
and instruct the Board of Public Works to file, in the name of, and in
behalf of the Town, an application in form and manner required by the
United States Government in conformity with laws, and take such other
actions as may be required to obtain a grant to be made by the United
States of America to the Town of Reading, Massachusetts to be used to
defray part of the cost of contract drawings specifications for and the
construction of a sewer collection system for the Town and that the
Board of Public Works be, and it hereby is, authorized to expend any
funds received or to be received by the Town as a result of any such
application.
On motion of Paul C. Dustin it was voted that this article be in-
definitely postponed.
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote the sum of One Hun-
dred Twenty-six Thousand Dollars ($126,000.00) be raised and ap-
propriated for the construction of sanitary sewers, sewerage work and
other sewer facilities including the acquisition of any land necessary for
the construction, such sum to be expended by and under the direction of
the Board of Public Works and to meet said appropriation, that the sum
of One Hundred Twenty-six Thousand Dollars ($126,000.00) be raised by
borrowing, and that the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board
of Selectmen be, and he hereby is, authorized to borrow One Hundred
Twenty-six Thousand Dollars ($126,000.00) payable in accordance with
Section 7 of Chapter 44 of the General Laws so that each issue shall be
paid in not more than five (5) years from its date or at such earlier time as
the Treasurer and Selectmen may determine, said bonds or notes shall be
signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the Selectmen provided
that the sum herein appropriated shall be used for the construction of
sanitary sewer, sewerage work and other sewer facilities including the
acquisition of any land necessary for the construction and that any
surplus therefrom together with any grant or grants from Federal or
State funds or both, shall be used to construct the balance of the project
herein is, authorized, empowered and instructed to file in the name of,
and in behalf of the Town, an application in form and manner required by
the United States of America, and inconformity with the Public Laws of
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the United States of America and to do whatever else may be required to
obtain a grant to be made by the United States of America to the Town of
Reading, Massachusetts sewers, sewerage work and other sewer facilities
including the acquisition of any land necessary for the construction and
enter into all contracts and agreements with respect thereto and to do all
other Acts and things necessary or proper for carrying out the provisions
of this vote.
On motion of Paul C. Dustin it was voted that this article be in-
definitely postponed.
ARTICLE 9. On motion of Richard J. Ogden, as amended by
Joyce K. Miller, it was voted that the Town of Reading establish an
historical commission for the purpose of identifying and recording
historic assets of the Town, and for developing and implementing a
program for their preservation, such commission to be composed of five
members appointed by the Board of Selectmen for terms of three years,
except that the initial appointment shall be one member for one year, two
members for two years and two members for three years
.
ARTICLE 10. On motion of Allan E. Ames it was voted that the
sum of One Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000.) be
appropriated for the enlargement of the municipal lighting plant by the
expansion and reconstruction of substations, distribution lines and
facilities appurtenant thereto, and to meet such appropriation that the
sum of One Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000.) be
raised by borrowing, and that the Town Treasurer, with the approval of
the Board of Selectmen, be and hereby is authorized to borrow said One
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000.) under the
authority of General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 8, and to issue at one
time or from time to time bonds or notes of the Town, payable in ac-
cordance with General Laws, Chapter 44, so that each issue shall be paid
in not more than ten (10) years from its date, or at such earlier time as the
Treasurer and Board of Selectmen shall determine. Bonds or notes are to
be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the Board of Selectmen.
120 voted in the affirmative
0 voted in the negative
ARTICLE 11. On motion of Corliss T. VanHom, as amended by
Barry J. Mitchel, it was voted that the Town amend the General By-
Laws adding a new Section 10 to Article I as follows:
“The Town Clerk shall be the Clerk of the Town Meeting and shall
be present at all Annual and Special Town Meetings. Should it be
necessary for him to be absent, then the Assistant Town Clerk, or a Clerk
Pro Tern elected by the Town Meeting body, shall act in his behalf.”
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On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned until 8:00 P.M. on November 17, 1977, to meet in the Reading
Memorial High School Auditorium.
Meeting adjourned at 10:50 P.M.
149 Town Meeting members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
Adjourned Subsequent Town Meeting
Reading Memorial High School Auditorium November 17, 1977
The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Kenneth C.
Latham at 8:00 P.M.
The invocation was given by the Rev. Willard C. Arnold, Pastor
Emeritus of the Old South United Methodist Church, followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
ARTICLE 12. On motion of Charles W. Hewitt, it was voted that
the Town of Reading adopt a capital outlay plan for the five year period
from fiscal year 1979 through fiscal year 1983 made up of the following
projects:
1979: Roadway Reconstruction
Storm Drain Construction
Street Betterments
Sewer House Connections
Conservation Land Acquisition
Parks and Playgrounds Development
Conservation Land Development
Cemetery Development
High School Room Partitions
High School Data Processing Equipment Acquisition
High School Athletic Field Improvement
Fire Department Pumper Replacement
New Library Construction
Sewer Main Construction
Exploration for New Water Sources
Expansion of Electric Power Distribution
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1980: Roadway Reconstruction
Storm Drain Construction
Street Betterments
Sewer House Connections
Sidewalk Construction
Conservation Land Acquisition
Parks and Playgrounds Development
Cemetery Development
High School Data Processing Equipment Acquisition
High School Athletic Field Improvement
High School Roof Replacement
New Central Fire Station Design
Old Library Building Renovations Design
Sewer Main Construction
Water Supply Redesign
Development of Water Wells and Mains
Salt Storage Building Construction
1981: Roadway Reconstruction
Storm Drain Construction
Street Betterments
Sewer House Connections
Sidewalk Construction
Conservation Land Acquisition
Parks and Playgrounds Development
High School Data Processing Equipment Acquisition
Old Library Building Renovation
Sewer Main Construction
New Central Fire Station Construction
Water Supply Redesign
Development of New Water Wells & Mains
Water Treatment Plant Construction
1982: Roadway Reconstruction
Storm Drain Construction
Street Betterments
Sidewalk Construction
Conservation Land Acquisition
Parks and Playgrounds Development
Conservation Land Development
Cemetery Backhoe Replacement
High School Data Processing Equipment Acquisition
Pearl Street and Eaton Schools Auditoriums Remodeling
Sewer Main Construction
1983: Roadway Reconstruction
Storm Drain Construction
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Street Betterments
Sidewalk Construction
Conservation Land Acquisition
Parks and Playgrounds Development
Conservation Land Development
High School Data Processing Equipment Acquisition
Pearl Street and Eaton Schools Auditoriums Remodeling
Coolidge Junior High School Roof Replacement
Further, that the town adopt the following order of priorities for the
said projects:
1 . Maintenance of a stable tax rate for funding capital projects
2. Replacement of worn-out capital equipment
3. Extraordinary maintenance
4. Disposition of unused buildings
5. Construction of new library and conversion of old library into Town
Hall Annex
6. Development of additional water supply and improved water quality
7. Development of current phase of Charles Street Cemetery
8. Construction of new central fire station
9. Reconstruction of roadways
10. Development of sewer system
11. Development of additional electric power supply
12. Improvements to school facilities
13. Development of storm drainage facilities
14. Development of land and facilities for recreational use
15. Acceptance of new streets
16. Acquisition of land for conservation purposes
17. Construction of sidewalks
18. Sewer house connections
Said plan may be reviewed and amended at subsequent annual or
special Town Meetings.
ARTICLE 13. On motion of Beverly B. Seavey it was voted that
the General By-Laws of the Town be amended by the addition of the
following new article:
Appointments
Section I . The Town Clerk shall keep a list of the names of persons
expressing an interest in being appointed to a board, commission, or
committee, and shall submit such names to the applicable appointing
authority whenever a vacancy shall occur.
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Section II. A minimum of two weeks prior to making an ap-
pointment, the appointing authority shall publicize in an appropriate
place their intent to appoint and shall request applications from in-
terested persons.
Section III. No person shall be appointed or reappointed to a
board, commission or committee without first being interviewed at an
open meeting of the appointing authority. Prior to making the ap-
pointment, the appointing authority shall consult with the chairman of
the board, commission, or committee to which the appointment is being
made.
ARTICLE 14. On motion of Beverly B. Seavey as amended by
George A. Theophanis and Nils L. Nordberg it was voted that the
General By-Laws of the Town be amended by the addition of the
following new article:
By-Law Committee
Section I. There shall be a By-Law Committee consisting of five
Town Meeting Members which shall be a Standing Committee of Town
Meeting. An Appointment Committee consisting of the Moderator and
the Chairman of each Precinct, chaired by the Moderator, shall appoint
all members for a term of three years, the terms of said members to
expire on the first day of July. The members of the By-Law Committee
shall be appointed initially as follows: two members for three year terms,
two members for two year terms, and one member for a one year term.
Annually thereafter one or two members of said Committee shall be
appointed for the term of three years as the term of office of one or two
members expires, the terms of said members to expire on the third an-
niversary of appointment or concurrently with the termination of service
as a Town Meeting member. Any vacancy of the Committee shall be
filled by the Appointment Committee.
Section II. If any member of the By-Law Committee shall be
absent for three or more successive meetings, the other members of said
Committee may, by affirmative vote of its majority, request the Ap-
pointment Committee to remove such absenting member from his
membership and the Appointment Committee may thereafter so remove
such member and shall notify him by mail of such removal.
Section III. It shall be the duty of the By-Law Committee to
report to Town Meeting on all proposed changes to the By-Laws which
are included on the Warrant for Town Meeting except the zoning by-
laws, building codes by-laws and personnel classification and com-
pensation plan by-laws. Such report shall be prepared in writing and
included in the Finance Committee report as specified in Section 7 of
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Article III of these By-Laws. The By-Law Committee may request
proposals for by-law amendments from Town boards, commissions,
committees, officers and citizens. The By-Law Committee may submit
articles to amend the By-Laws on the Warrant for Town Meeting action.
ARTICLE 15. On motion of Beverly B. Seavey it was voted that
Article III of the General By-Laws of the Town be amended by the
addition of a new section as follows:
Section XI. The Finance Committee shall present to each
November Town Meeting a five year Capital Outlay Plan to be adopted
by Town Meeting with or without amendment. Adoption of the Plan
shall not constitute authorization of the expenditure of any funds. The
Capital Outlay Plan may be amended by action of any regular or special
Town Meeting. The Finance Committee shall define expenditures which
must appear on the Capital Outlay Plan. All boards, committees,
commissions, and officers shall submit their proposed capital outlays to
the Finance Committee as required by said Committee.
ARTICLE 16. On motion of Beverly B. Seavey it was voted that
Article XIII of the General By-Laws of the Town be amended by the
addition of a new section as follows:
Section VII. Written notification of all fund applications to be
submitted by any Town board, commission, committee, or officer to any
government agency, nonprofit or private organization shall be promptly
forwarded to the Finance Committee, the Planning Board, and the Board
of Selectmen.
ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to amend the General
By-Laws of the Town by the addition of the following new article:
Regular Elections
The order in which names of candidates shall appear on the ballot for
each office in a regular town election shall be determined by a drawing by
lot conducted by the Town Clerk in the presence of such candidates or
their representatives as may choose to attend.
On motion of Beverly B. Seavey it was voted that this article be
indefinitely postponed.
ARTICLE 18. Richard J. Ogden moved that the Town vote to
establish a Special Committee of three (3) to represent the Town, to be
appointed by and to report to the Board of Selectmen. Said committee to
be known as “The Public Transportation Committee”; to work to obtain
cleaner, better and more responsive public transportation; said corn-
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mittee to solicit the establishment of similar committees in towns or
cities sharing our problems, these committees to work together; and to
appropriate from available funds the sum of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) for committee expenses.
This motion did not pass.
ARTICLE 19. On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that
the Town instruct the School Committee, and/or the School Department,
to include in the Town Report for the current School Year, a list of all new
jobs created in the School System since the 1969-70 year; to list with each
job the current salary paid and any extra costs in fringe benefits; any
reimbursements directly earned from the State or Federal Governments
to reduce the Town’s cost of a position should be noted separately at each
listed position.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to take Article 2 from
the table.
ARTICLE 2. Beverly B. Seavey moved that the Board of
Selectmen be hereby authorized and directed on behalf of the Town to
instruct Representative Nils L. Nordberg, its representative in the Great
and General Court, to petition the Great and General Court of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the enactment of the special act
entitled “positioning of candidates on the ballot in the municipal elec-
tions as these names are drawn by lot”. Said act being as follows:
In all municipal elections for public office within the Town of
Reading, including the office of Town Meeting member, the names of all
candidates including candidates for re-election shall appear on the ballot
in the order in which they are drawn by lot. To the name of each can-
didate for town office upon an official ballot who is an elected incumbent
thereof shall be added the words “candidate for re-election” after his
name. The drawing shall be conducted by the Town Clerk in the presence
of such candidates or their representatives as may choose to attend.
This motion did not pass.
ARTICLE 2. On motion of Richard J. Ogden ti was voted that
Article 2 be indefinitely postponed.
On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted to take Article 1 from
the table.
On motion of Richard J. Ogden it was voted that Article 1 be in-
definitely postponed.
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On motion of Richard J . Ogden it was voted that this meeting stand
adjourned, sine die, at 11:16 P.M.
132 Town Meeting Members were present.
A true copy. Attest:
LAWRENCE DREW
Town Clerk
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ANNUAL REPORTS
of
THE TOWN OFFICERS
of
The Town of Reading, Massachusetts
for the year ending
DECEMBER 31, 1977
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Report of the Board of Selectmen
The Board of Selectmen was organized for the year 1977 with
Richard J. Ogden, Chairman; Frank A. Smith, Jr., Secretary; James J.
Sullivan, Jr., as the third member; and John W. Agnew, Jr., as
Executive Secretary.
Continuing with their practice of two scheduled weekly meetings, the
Board’s work has increased but it has enabled them more time to meet
the ever increasing citizen’s needs and to coordinate various departments
activities within the Town government. The Board’s efforts covered a
wide range of activities including transportation, housing, traffic con-
trol, human services, capital budgeting, new construction, health,
municipal finance and recreation.
Extending their efforts to obtain Federal Funds to replace local tax
dollars in meeting municipal needs, the Selectmen’s office has secured
nine hundred thousand dollars of funding for manpower, housing, public
works, recreation, equipment and municipal building.
Through a grant award of two hundred ninety thousand dollars
secured by the Selectmen’s office from the Economic Development
Administration, the Town will realize a completely remodeled Police
Station with an increase of 5,120 sq. ft. of additional space. Working
closly with the Police Station Building Committee, the Board anticipates
the successful completion of this project will give to the Town a facility
implementing the best of todays criminal justice procedures.
Working with the Council on Aging, the Veterans Office, the Youth
Office and other regional human service agencies, the Selectmen’s office
has tried to expand and coordinate activities to meet the human service
needs of the community. The nutrition program for the elderly was
expanded to bring more hot meals to the elderly at home as well as at the
congregate meals site. A fuel supplement program was also intitated to
help those in need meet the rising energy costs.
After successfully implementing and establishing the Section 8
Housing rent supplement program, the Board transferred this program
to the Reading Housing Authority in the fall. During the two years the
Selectmen’s Office administered the program, fifty -five units of housing
were supplemented by Federal Funds. The program not only aided those
in need but enhanced property values by retaining high occupancy rates
in our existing real estate. The Board has also worked closely with other
Town Departments in the Cedar Glen Elderly Housing Complex to be
located on North Main Street. The Board has worked diligently not only
to meet housing needs of the elderly with this project but also to insure
the complex will maintain the “character” of the community.
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Through C.E.T.A. funding the Selectmen’s office has initiated four
major projects; Forward, Phenix, Sunshine and Snap. Project “For-
ward” was initiated to corrdinate and enhance human services to the
Town. The project aided existing Town Departments and increased
outreach work to the elderly and youth.
Project “Phoenix” was designed to renovate and upgrade municipal
buildings and grounds. Much needed work on older buildings was done,
updating plumbing, electrical and carpentry work. The project funds not
only supplied skilled labor but also equipment needed for the job.
Project “Sunshine” was implemented to renew, restore, and en-
chance our outdoor recreational facilities. With the Town’s growing use
of many of our ball fields, their condition has deteriorated. New sod,
seeding, grading, etc., is being done. Again, materials, labor and
equipment was federally funded.
Project “Snap” is the most ambitious and largest of the projects. It
is hoped before the project is finished most of the Town’s vital records
will be microfilmed and a complete micro film system will be part of the
Town’s operations. The project not only is designed to preserve the
Town’s records but also to take full advantage of badly needed storage
space and to offset the Town’s growing space needs. Again, all equip-
ment, materials and labor are federally funded.
The total value of labor funded under these projects is $260,000 with
$42,000 worth of equipment and supplies.
As the Collective Bargaining Agent for the Town with the Police,
Fire, B.P.W., Cemetery and Forestry Labor organizations, the Board
decided this year to try direct negotiations with some of the
organizations by by-passing the usual procedure of bargaining through
attorneys. A successful conclusion with the Police and an apparent
improved relationship with the bargaining units has improved the
process and hopefully will benefit all parties concerned.
In response to citizen input the Board placed special attention to
transportation problems. As a result of the Selectmen’s efforts, the
Mass. D.P.W. reduced the speed limits on Lowell St., and Salem St.;
Pearl St., was made one way during the hours of school opening and
closing; and the traffic lights at Woburn and High St., were finally in-
stalled. In response to the M.B.T.A.’s announcement of eliminating the
bus line on North Main St., the Board was the first to implement a new
state law regulating such terminations. The result was the initiation of a
new scheduling of the route more suited to citizen needs.
Again, in trying to respond quickly to citizen concerns, the Board
acted swiftly to correct a serious situation which developed with gas
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leaks in the Green St. area. Meeting with area residents and the Gas
Company resulted in new lines in the area.
The Board has continued its efforts to correct the problem of an
obnoxious odor caused by the construction of an industrial park in the
City of Woburn. At the direction of the Board, Town Counsel has suc-
ceeded in obtaining a series of court orders forcing work to cease which
causes the odor. Many hours have been spent on this problem and
working with other Town and State Agencies in trying to solve it.
Among the new appointments for the year was a new Town Ac-
countant. Special attention has been paid to this office and the systems
involved. Continuous apprasial and improvement of the data processing
system has been pursued by the Board.
The Building Maintenance Dept., responsible for the Municipal
Bldg., Community Center, Police Station, both Fire Stations, Police
Annex, Fire Alarm Building, the Depot and the Lowell & Prospect St.,
schools has continued its efforts under the Board toward upgrading and
centralizing its operations. A good deal of time has been spent in
planning possible moves that could relieve the ever pressing space needs
problems of the Town’s Departments.
The usual number of licenses and permits were granted during the
year and there were 58 residents drawn for jury duty.
The Reading Youth Office established by and directly under the
Board of Selectmen, and completely Federally Funded to date, is in its
fourth year of operation. The office offers services in counseling, jobs,
referral, court advocacy, Chapter 766 information and referral and crisis
information. The office is unique in the area and many of its programs
and procedures have been admired and copied by other communities and
organizations . Because it is directly under the Selectmen and thus part of
the Town’s governmental operations, it is readily available to service the
needs of our youth and aid other Town departments with their service to
Youth. It also makes the Town eligible for Federal Aid to Youths which
it would not have otherwise. Placing Youth in Jobs and Training has
been a major function of this office. This has been done through five
programs; Rent-A-Kid, Youth Employment, S.P.E.D.Y., G.E.D., and
College Work Study.
The Rent-A-Kid program is basically for Youth 12-17 years of age.
Under this program the Youth Office acts as a clearinghouse bringing
citizens who need help and young people looking for work together. Such
jobs as baby sitting, housecleaning, yard work, snow shoveling, odd
jobs, etc., are placed under the program. The office matches young
people who register with it to the jobs required. Hiring, hours and
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salaries are mutually determined by the parties concerned. During the
Great Blizzard the program was especially helpful to people needed to be
shoveled out and to get fuel supplies in. Rent-A-Kid has been started in
several surrounding Towns as a result of its success in our Town. The
program was started in October, 1974. Since that time 1232 jobs have
been placed of which 366 have been of a continuous nature. This averages
to about 400 jobs per year.
Youth Employment Program — The program is designed for those
youth between the ages of 16-22 who are seeking full-time, part-time or
summer employment. The program provides vocational counseling and
placement with businesses within our area. Career information is also
available. The program started in December of 1975. Since that time it
has placed a total of 338 young people in jobs, 195 males and 143 females.
S.P.E.D.Y. — This is a Federally Funded Program administered by
the Youth Office for young people from economically disadvantaged
families. It is for Reading young people only. It is divided into two
sections; the winter program and the summer program. During the
school year young people between the ages of 14-17 are hired to work 8-10
hours per week for various Town Departments. During the summer
months young people between the ages of 14-21 are hired also to work in
Town Departments. The following is a breakdown of the program since
1975:
Summer Programs 1975-1977
Number of Youths enrolled — 231
Federal Funds for Payrolls — $109,560
Administrative (counselors) — $8,610
Winter Programs — 1975-1978
Number of Youth enrolled — 95
Federal Funds for Payrolls — $45,631
Administrative (counselors) — $4,820
G.E.D. — This is a year round program which is Federally Funded
and administered by the Youth Office. It is designed to help high school
drop-outs to work and at the same time prepare for the G.E.D.
,
High
School Equivalency Exam to receive a diploma. Applicants must be at
least 18 years old and their original high school class must have already
graduated. The programs last 11 to 15 weeks per enrollee. Each enrolee
works for a Town Department 30 hours per week and goes to school 10
hours per week. All salaries and schooling are Federally Funded. The
program started in 1976. Since that time 15 youths have received their
diplomas. Total Federal funds received $18,116. Again, all youth are
Reading Residents.
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College Work Study — This program is administered jointly
through college student financial aid offices and the Youth Office. Under
the program college students who need financial help may work for the
Town with their salaries being paid from Federal Funds. The program is
a summer program and has been operating for two summers. During that
period a total of 10 young people were hired under the program.
The Board of Selectmen wishes to express their thanks for the
cooperation of many departments and to those citizens who have con-
tributed their time and effort in aiding them toward their goals.
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Report of the Police Department
POLICE DEPARTMENT ROSTER
CHIEF
John F. Beaudoin
LIEUTENANTS
Edward M . Hubbard
Bernard J. Paiva Fred Granelli
LIEUTENANT-DETECTIVE
Edward W. Marchand
SERGEANTS
Robert E. Marchand
William F. Keefe Gerald F. Hoyt
PATROLMAN-DETECTIVES
Leo S . Iacopucci
John Green
Richard L. Nelson
David E. Saunders
SAFETY OFFICER
Joseph W. Cormier
PATROLMEN
George A. LeFave
Evan P. Edwards
Raymond J . Doucette
Leonard P. Hoyt
William E. Arakelian
William A. Pacunas
Paul G . Peoples
Paul A. Vallee
Herbert G. Perry
Robert A. Castine
Herbert N . McSheehy
Richard L. Wood
Paul K. Sheridan
Michael S. Conchiglia
Dennis T. Farrell
Robert J. Silva
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Joseph R. Veno Chester M . Thurston
Murray C. Airhart
Walter R. Franklin
Hobart E. Nelson
Michael P. Cloonan
Larry E. Frederick
Bruce J. Donaghey
Robert F. Flynn
N . Kevin Patterson
Patrick M. O’Brien
Brian A. Richards
Charles R. Pothier
CLERK
Barbara B. Adams
MATRON
Marie A. Cormier
Honorable Board of Selectmen
Municipal Building
Reading, Massachusetts
Gentlemen:
The following is a report of your Police Department for the year
At the end of December, 1977, the Department consisted of forty-
two men — Chief, three Lieutenants, one Lieutenant-Detective, three
Sergeants, four Patrolman -Detectives, one Safety Officer and twenty
-
nine Patrolmen.
There were no retirements during the year, no promotions, and no
new Officers were hired.
The Department now has three radar units which are used in various
locations about town in an effort to keep the speed of traffic down to the
legal limits.
The facilities of the Detective Bureau of the Department have been
expanded to include photographic development equipment. The
detectives have attended special photography schools, in addition to
crime scene search and identification schools, so as to utilize the
darkroom facilities that have been set up to the fullest capacity.
Lieut. -Detective Edward W. Marchand attended the FBI National
Academy at Quantico, Virginia, and graduated in June.
1977:
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The members of the Police Reserve have rendered another year of
invaluable service to the town. These men are trained to operate all
phases of work in this Department, serve at all special occasions and
handle traffic duty for the various Churches. The time and effort ex-
pended by the men of the Police Reserve are donated without monetary
compensation, and these men deserve the thanks and appreciation of all
citizens.
Also complementing our regular Police Department is our force of
twenty School Traffic Officers who supervise the crossing of children on
their way to and from school at various locations about town. These
Officers have proved to be devoted to their duties and are a great asset to
this Department and to the town.
Following are the arrests and various services performed:
Arrests 150
Persons Held in Protective Custody 217
Motor Vehicle Violations 4154
Parking Violations 1519
Juveniles Apprehended 87
Juvenile Cases in Court 43
Special Investigations 452
Auto Accidents Investigated 311
Teletype Messages sent Approx. 3500
Fees Collected
Bicycle decals $ 51.50
Revolver Permits 1,700.00
Firearms Identification Cards 316.00
Motorized Equipment
1 1976 Ford Sedan Chiefs Car
2 1976 Ford Sedans Cruisers
1 1975 Ford Sedan Cruiser
1 1974 Ford Sedan Cruiser
1 1976 Subaru Wagon Safety Car
1 would like to take this opportunity to thank the Board of Select-
men and the citizens of Reading for their continued support of their
Police Department.
Respectfully submitted.
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JOHN F. BEAUDOIN
Chief of Police
Report of the Board of Health
TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SELECTMEN:
Citizens of the Town: The Annual 1977 Report of the Health Department
On April 11, 1977, David W. Pehrson, Sr., was elected to a three-
year term on the Board of Health.
To those of you who do not know much about the Health Depart-
ment, I will give you a little background. The Board of Health is made up
of three (3) individuals elected annually on a staggered basis as are other
boards in the town. In order that a Board of Health may carry out its
important functions and to enable the Board to take prompt action to
protect the health of a community in times of an emergency.
Massachusetts law has given great powers to local Boards of Health.
This almost autocratic power of the Board of Health, derived directly
from the legislature, makes the Board one of the most powerful branches
of the government of which it is a part. With these powers come great
responsibilities and the implied understanding that Boards of Health
shall exercise them wisely and with due consideration.
Acting under Section 30, Ch. Ill, General Laws, a local board of
health may appoint a director to act for the board. The law states that
such a director shall have all the authority that the board appointing him
has. It further states that the director shall report his activities to the
board for its approval and shall be directly responsible to it and under its
direction and control, the director is the executive officer of the board of
health and his duties are, among others:
a) Execute the orders and policies of the board of health
b) Direct the activities of the department
c) Cbnduct the general administrative work of the department
d) Prepare reports of activities for the board
e) Prepare a budget for submission to the board of health
I wish to thank the Board of Health, and fellow Department Heads,
elected Town Officials and particularly all other town employees for the
help and cooperation they continually show me. To me it’s greatly ap-
preciated.
In closing, we shall, as always, try to maintain health programs
geared to the needs of the town.
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The following report summarizes the services and activities of the
Health Department for 1977.
Respectfully submitted,
JAMES J. NUGENT, JR., R.S., C.H.O.
Agent
HEALTH EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
1. Newspaper releases.
2. Education materials are made available to individuals and groups.
3. The Agent attends health conferences and seminars.
ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION
Our responsibilities under environmental sanitation is to promote
good health in the community by controlling, as far as possible, factors
which effect public health. This is accomplished by enforcing health
regulations, amking inspections, and making laboratory tests.
RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS
Besides eating establishments, other food stores such as bakeries,
fruit markets, schools and ice cream parlors, variety stores, super-
markets, and meat and fish markets were inspected. State Food and
Drug Inspectors also came in and did spot inspections.
LABORATORY TESTS
The laboratory is a very important source of information to
determine possible causes of illness. Reading retains Lapuk Laboratories
of Watertown on a contract basis to make tests on drinking water,
swimming pool water, milk, food, and eating and drinking utensils. This
laboratory is officially approved by the State Department of Public
Health.
MILK INSPECTION PROGRAM
According to law, every city or town must have a MILK Inspector.
In Reading, the Health Officer is the Inspector. Approximately 200
saamples are taken annually.
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VENDING MACHINES AND FOOD WAGONS
All mobile food vendors, including ice cream trucks, are inspected
and licensed annually. Vending machines are under the control of the
State Department of Food and Drug. All trucks are stopped regularly to
check on their cleanliness and to make sure they are properly licensed.
These licenses must be shown on demand by police or health officials.
STORE [Markets, Restaurants, Alleys, etc.] YARDS
When personal observations and complaints reveal unsanitary con-
ditions, a clean-up order is given. Most store owners show a spirit of
cooperation and comply; it’s a never ending battle to keep these areas
clean.
RODENT—INSECT CONTROL
A number of calls are received each year regarding rats, bats, flies,
insects and other vermin. The Health Department does not do any ex-
termination of residential areas. We contract an Commercial Ex-
terminator for the Sanitary Landfill and the Incinerator only. Mosquito
Control Program is done town wide; no more than twice monthly during
the breeding season.
SEWERAGE DISPOSAL
Reading is about 85% sewered, and is part of the Metropolitan
Sewer Systems. There are, however, areas in town that still depend on
septic system. In these cases, the Health Department must review and
approve such systems. The Health Department also investigates all
complaints of previously installed septic systems.
NURSING HOMES
The licensing of Nursing Homes is the responsibility of the State
Department of Public Health. However, we do inspect them to recom-
mend either issurance or denial of the licenses.
FUNERAL PARLORS
Undertaking establishments are licensed annually by the Health
Department.
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WATER SUPPLY
Reading’s water is a well-system supply. The water is tested on a
regular basis for bacteria and coliform, and is presently being studied for
the sodium content.
SWIMMING AREAS
All public and semi-public pools in the town are inspected regularly
and samples taken ro laboratory analysis . The purity of this water must
meet drinking water standards. In addition to bacteria tests, we also
make chemical tests of pH and chlorine residule. The State Sanitary
Code is strictly enforced.
CITIZEN COMPLAINTS
Complaints are received both orally and written. They may or may
not be of public health significance. The Health Department, however,
will investigate each and every one and take action where deemed
necessary. The following is a breakdown of the various types of telephone
and written complaints received by the Health department during 1977.
The complaints were abated either by verbal instruction or Board of
Health orders.
Air Polution 400
Animals -dead 300
Birds 3
Food 20
Housing 12
Refuse 35
Rodents & Insects 40
Sewage 25
Water 37
Miscellaneous 80
RABIES PREVENTION CLINIC
The Town of Reading Biennial Clinic will take place on Saturday,
April 29, 1978. Dr. Gardiner Lester, the Town Veterinarian will be at-
tending. There were 62 animal bites reported. In all cases of dog and
other animal bites an effort is made to identify the biting animal so that
it may be examined and observed by the Inspector of Animals for the
ten-day period required by law.
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BIOLOGICAL SUPPLIES AND DIAGNOSTIC TEST
OUTFITS DISPENSED
The Board of Health continued as the distributing center for biologic
supplies and diagnostic test outfits which are supplied free of charge to
the local physicians by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.
The following were dispensed in 1977:
Diptheria, Tetanus, Pertussis Antigen
Diptheria and Tetanus Toxoid
Diptheria and Tetanus (Adult)
Immune Serum Globulin
Measles, Mumps, and Rubella
Tuberculin, PPD, Diulted (50 dose vials)
Poliomlitis Vaccine (Sabin)
Tetanus Immune Globulin
Tetanus Toxoid
Typhoid
DIAGNOSTIC TEST OUTFITS
Throat cultures
Wassermann Tubes
Enteric Cultures
Gonorrhea Smear Outfuts
Virus Serology Outfits
HEALTH DEPARTMENT LICENSES ISSUED
AND FEES COLLECTED
Milk Dealer 16 $32.00
Milk Store 36 72.00
Food Service Establishments 44 220.00
Food Service establishments,
School & Churches (no fee)
Frozen Desserts 3 15.00
Catering 8 40.00
General Licenses 51 $136.00
Sauna & Masseuse Licenses 31 155.00
Removal of Garbage 8 80.00
Septic Tank Permits 3 15.00
Burial Permits (no fee) 31
Funeral Directors (no fee)
Lead Paint Testing (no fee)
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Authentication of International
Vaccination Certificates 120
Total Receipts $765.00
HEALTH DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES
Salaries 26,382
Office Expense 3,250
Prevention of Disease (Hearing Clinic) 100
Professional Services (Nursing Services) 3,000
Contagious (Rodent control-Lab. Fees) 2,360
Fluoridation 6,195
Mosquito Control 7,300
Animal Inspection 550
Eastern Middlesex Guidance Center 30,000
735, Inc. 29,667
East Middlesex Association for Retarded
Citizens
5,942
Total Expenditures $114,746
Less Receipts 765
READING’S HEALTH RECORD IN 1977
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
Chickenpox 287
Chancroid 11
Dysentery Amebic 5
German Measles 1
Gonorrhea 9
Hepatitis 27
Salmonella 3
Streptococcal Infections 54
Syphilis 1
DEATHS AND THEIR CAUSES
During 1977, there were deaths of Reading residents within the
Town and deaths of Reading residents who died outside of Reading.
The principal causes of death were:
Number
of
Deaths
1. Heart Disease
2. Malignant neoplasms
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33
31
3. Pneumonia
4. All other causes
10
76
Total 150
1977 List of Communicable Diseases
Animal Bites 62
Chancroid 1
1
Chickenpox 287
Dysentery, Amebic 5
German Measles 1
Gonorrhea 8
Hepatitis 27
Salmonella 3
Streptococcal Infect. 54
Syphilis 1
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Reading 735, Inc.
Reading Board of Health
Town Hall
Reading, Massachusetts
The 735 Center in Reading operates primarily on a five day per week
(Monday-Friday) basis, with the 735 Hotline available at all other times
for emergencies. Our daily routine varies greatly, however our basic
schedule follows:
a) 11:00 a.m. • 1:30 p.m. we are located in the Rap Room at Reading
Memorial High School. The staff works in conjunction with the
Assistant Principals and Guidance and Special Needs Offices to involve
students in various aspects of the 735 program.
b) 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. the 735 Center on Chute Street is open for
extended talks with youth on an informal basis as well as for crisis in-
tervention, youth advocacy, workshops, activities, and unstructured
drop-in time.
c) 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. the Center is open for formal group, family,
and individual counseling. Evenings have also been used to speak with
community groups about the 735 program, drug and alcohol abuse, and
adolescent issues.
During the past year our various activities included a variety of
team sports, crafts workshops, camping trips, cross-country skiing, day
trips to museums and historical sites, guitar lessons, and yoga classes.
Also, with the help of other 735 staff, we gave our annual presentation on
drug and alcohol abuse and use to the 8th grade students at Parker and
Coolidge Junior High Schools.
During 1977 there was no turn over in staff. However, we were
fortunate enough to receive a grant that allowed us to hire a third staff
member for fiscal year 1978. Having a third staff member has been a
great help in all aspects of our work.
Staff training has included a six week family counseling workshop,
presented by the Cambridge Family Institute, and continuing education
around alcoholism with the help of the North Shore Council on
Alcoholism. The staff was also able to attend a conference on Family
Therapy by Salvador Munuchin.
During the past year several programs have been either expanded or
added to the agency. 735 Temporary Shelter in Wakefield has been
widely used in its first full year of existence. Our Foster Care placement
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and family training has expanded to serve more adolescents in the area.
Atlantis of Stoneham has been added to the 735 Outpatient Counseling
staff.
A youth employment training and placement program has been
added to the services 735 offers through a grant from C.E.T.A. In ad-
dition, the 735 Hotline has been revitalized and has expanded its
operating hours.
Respectfully submitted,
BRUCE BURKLAND
WENDY KUPSAW
MICHELLE GATTA
Report of the Eastern Middlesex
Mental Health Association
EASTERN MIDDLESEX GUIDANCE CENTER
and the
EASTERN MIDDLESEX MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION, INC.
This is an overview of the Eastern Middlesex Guidance Center in
terms of its present status and projected goals.
Eastern Middlesex Guidance Center is a private non-profit mental
health clinic under the direction of the Eastern Middlesex Mental Health
Association and in partnership with the Massachusetts Department of
Mental Health. In essence the EMMHA has signed a Partnership
Agreement with the State Department of Mental Health. EMMHA
agrees to conform to certain DMH policies and regulations in return for
numerous State employed clinicians who will provide service in the five
town area covered by EMMHA. Additional technical support and
assistance is provided by DMH but EMMHA is responsible for the total
operation of all Agency programs. The EMMHA employs out of local
funds 5% clinicians (social workers and psychologists) 3 l/2 secretaries,
and the Executive Assistant to the Director. The financial obligations of
all administrative expenses associated with the Clinic is borne by
EMMHA.
Presently the EMGC provides thousands of hours of mental health
treatment in the following five towns: Melrose, Reading, North Reading,
Stoneham and Wakefield. Clients are referred from numerous sources in
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the communities such as friends, church, school, police and private
physicians, as well as self-initiated contacts.
The predominant treatment modality at EMGC is individual
therapy which constitutes approximate 46% of our treatment services.
Family therapy accounts for 14% and our Activity Center (therapeutic
gym program) makes up another 14%. The Agency does provide couples
therapy and group therapy on a limited basis at about 8 and 9 percent
respectively. We also provide consultation services to several schools and
other agencies in the area accounting for 9% of our service efforts. The
funds EMMHA utilizes, exclusive of State support, are made up of Local
Tax Support and client fees. Approximately 76% of the total income is
from Tax support from communities and 22% from income derived from
Clinic fees including Medicaid and insurance payments. Interest and
donations make up the remaining 2% of income.
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts employs and pays salaries of
12 clinical professionals (psychiatrists, psychologists and social workers)
who are assigned to this Agency at a cost of $204,194 per annum. This
equals to approximately IV2 times the salaries paid to professional
personnel from all local sources. It costs approximately $28.40 per hour
of service to the communities. State provides $14.20, local tax support
provides $11.30 and Clinic fees provide $3.30.
Over a year ago the EMMHA Board made some far reaching policy
decisions. It was decided with the concurrence of the DMH through
DMH’s Area Director, that the Agency should require a Clinic Director
with total responsibility for all Agency operations. Concurrently, a new
location was required because of a growing professional staff. After an
extensive search, we found suitable quarters at 7 Lincoln Street in
Wakefield.
An Executive Assistant has been hired to assume the respon-
sibilities of the Business Manager as well as some of the duties
previously assigned to the Executive Director position which will no
longer be carried. Our accounting system is presently being vigorously
reviewed for modification and better comprehensibility.
The EMMHA Board was also very determined that the Agency
would strike out in new directions. Although it was felt that the Agency
was doing a fine job in terms of its individual therapy program, there was
a desire to continue and expand family, group, and couples therapy.
Additionally, the Activity Center Program, already well received
because of its uniqueness in the area, is being further enhanced to
provide additional services. We are providing preventative services
through the development of a Family Life Education Program and a
Drama Program depicting mental health issues. A Geriatric Day Care
contract with the State Department of Mental Health has been signed by
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EMGC. We are also developing plans for an emergency, crisis in-
tervention, pre-screening service for the five town area. This service will
provide 24-hour crisis intervention for emergency cases. A request was
submitted to be the Fiscal Conduit for an Adolescent Treatment
Program.
At this time our Volunteer Program provides services to adult in-
dividuals and groups. We plan to extend this program into servicing
school youth with a big brother type activity.
EMMHA and EMGC are pursuing a more diversified and flexible
approach to services. We need to be sensitive and responsive to the needs
and wishes of the communities we serve. Therefore, we now turn to the
communities and seek their support, their advice and their guidance.
EDWARD J. DOMIT
Clinic Director
JAMES L. COLOMBO
Executive Assistant
Report of the Inspector of Animals
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:
Gentlemen
:
I hereby submit my report as Inspector of Animals for the year
January 1, 1977 to January 1, 1978.
Forty two dogs, 6 cats, 1 Gerbil, and 1 Skunk were quarantined for
ten days for biting or inflicting a wound on various people.
The annual inspection of all bams and sheds housing livestock, and
the livestock within the town, was conducted as per request of the
Massachusetts Division of Animal Health, disclosing there to be 38
Horses, 26 Ponies, 3 Donkeys and 4 Steers.
No Contagious Infectious Diseases were noted.
An inspection was made at one residence that was raising two pigs
and a steer. There was nothing to indicate anything detrimental or in-
jurious to the neighborhood.
Respectfully submitted,
GARDINER A. LESTER DVM
Inspector of Animals
Report of the Dog Officer
For the year 1977, from June, when I began my duties as dog officer,
there were 367 complaints on dogs investigated, 149 dogs were picked up
and confined, 86 dogs were claimed by their owners, 35 were destroyed
and 5 were placed in new homes.
There were 130 dogs reported missing of which only 48 were found or
returned home on their own accord. The remaining 82 dogs were either
found or their owners failed to notify me that they had returned home.
Approximately 5 dogs and a variety of other animals were killed by
cars. A small variety of wild animals were destroyed because of
distemper.
For the year 1977, approximately $2,500.00 was paid directly to the
Woburn Court for violations of the town by-laws. There was $770.00
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reimbursed from the county to the Town for dogs confined and
destroyed.
I would like to thank the many people who have helped me through
the year; Mr. John Agnew & his staff, the Police Dept., the Chronicle
and the people of Reading who are cooperating with our leash law. A
special thanks to Mr. Fred Nichols, the owner of the Fairlawn Kennels,
and assistant Dog Officer, Pam Grosvner.
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Gentlemen:
I hereby submit my report to you for the year of 1977. A total of 117
permits were issued and inspected and fees were received in the amount
of $798 and turned over to the treasurers’ office.
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Gentlemen:
I hereby make my report to you for the year of 1977. For the year
211 permits were drawn and inspected by me and a total of $2,025.00 in
fees were turned in to the Treasurers Office.
Respectfully submitted,
DOUGLAS CARPENTER
Report of the Gas Inspector
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM J. MURPHY
Gas Inspector
Report of the Plumbing Inspector
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM J. MURPHY
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Report of the Building Inspector
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Gentlemen
:
79
I hereby submit my report for the year of 1977:
New one family dwellings at an estimated cost of $2,777,500
1 New two family dwelling 64,000
3 Commercial foundations 109,000
65 Additions 282,420
70 Alterations 296,193
138 Roofs 158,820
41 Pools 116,869
5 Garages 13,500
6 Fire Jobs 37,600
13 Signs 12,461
10 Razed Buildings 5,300
8 Accessory Buildings 2,725
5 Miscellaneous Structures 9,200
4 Permit Transfers
Total estimated cost of all new & remodled
buildings and structures for the year $3,885,588
Total number of Permits issued 448
Total fees received and turned over to the Treasurer
Including Certification fees for the year $14,480
Sincerely,
CHARLES H. STAMATIS
Inspector of Buildings
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Report of the Wire Inspector
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Gentlemen:
I hereby submit my report for the year of 1977. A total of 426
Permits were issued and inspected for the year and a total of $2,865.25
was collected in fees and turned over to the Treasurer.
Respectfully submitted,
BLANCHARD K. STODDART
Inspector of Wires
Report of the Planning Board
At the Annual Town Meeting in May of 1977 the position of Planner
was established and funded. On August 1, 1977 the Planning Board filled
that position and an on-going planning function was initiated in the
Town of Reading.
As was reported in the Progress Report at the November 1977 Town
Meeting, the Planning Board, consistent with Mr. Walker’s motion,
coordinated its work program with other Town departments, committees
and boards. Based upon input received from these agencies, the efforts of
the Planning Board were concentrated on the following areas:
1) Basic Inventories, including Land use
2) Area Study of Reading Center
3) Area Study of South Main Street
4) Community Facilities
5) Zoning
The Planning Office has made substantial progress in all of these
areas. The following paragraphs list the accomplishments to date.
A. Base Maps: Updated town street and lot maps have been prepared
at a 400 ft. scale. In its work, the Planning Office has built upon
material provided by the Dept, of Public Works and the Assessor’s
office, so as to avoid duplication of effort. These maps provide the
basis for graphic recording of data and proposals for any future town
wide studies, and are available to other town agencies for their use.
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B. Population Characteristics: A report using data from the U. S.
Census covering number, age, migration and family size, and an
analysis of selected population characteristics, has been completed.
C. Housing Characteristics: A report covering number, type, age, cost
and condition of housing and an analysis of selected characteristics
will be completed by the end of the fiscal year.
D. Land Use: A detailed collection and compilation of data on current
land use has been completed for Reading Center and is in progress in
the South Main Street area, with completion expected by the end of
the fiscal year.
E. Public Ownership: A public land inventory including location and
size of public sites has been completed. This inventory is intended to
be a comprehensive current listing of publicly owned real estate in or
by the Town. It includes all Town owned land, which represents the
Town’s major capital assets, and will serve as the basis for future
land management and planning decisions.
The above is a summary of this years work on basic inventories. The
inventories are the raw material which the Board needs to provide an on
going planning function for the Town. We are seeking to develop policies,
programs and criteria against which Town Meeting can evaluate future
construction, and other proposals.
To date, the primary example of planning which the Board has
initiated is a focused study of Reading Square— Haven St. or Reading
Center. At this time, the problems and potentials of the area have been
identified and data recorded and analyzed on the following maps
:
(a) Existing Building Use, to portray existing use distributions.
(b) Business and Service Uses, to portray the detailed nature of
these existing uses.
(c) Existing Zoning Districts, to provide a two dimensional com-
parison between use and regulation in the area.
(d) Non Residential Floor Area, to illustrate in three dimensions the
existing and potential within the area.
(e) Vehicular Facilities, showing location of loading access, parking,
crosswalks and bus stops.
(f) Parking Supply & Demand, to show existing, current and
potential demand for parking space.
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We wish to expand participation in decision making and to en-
courage fuller understanding of the issues. Consistent with this, the
Planning Board in April is prepared to begin presenting some of this
material to town agencies and to the public at large. This, we feel, will
make possible the timely submission of completed plans for approved by
Town Meeting.
An area study of South Main Street, similar to the work done on
Reading Center, has been started and by the end of the fiscal year should
also be at a stage where identification and evaluation of alternative
solutions can be initiated.
The Planning Board has been engaged in an on-going Municipal
Space Study, which is to consider the Town’s long range space needs. Re-
evaluation of personnel projections for each department will be com-
pleted this year and recommendations for future space will be forth-
coming shortly thereafter.
The Special Town Meeting of March 1978 adopted a completely
recodified Zoning By-law which incorporated the mandated changes of
Chapter 808. Also accepted were 19 or 21 proposed amendments to that
By-law.
The Planner assisted the Board by critiquing the work accomplished
and coordinating the views of the Town agencies involved with those of
the Board and the consultant. He also arranged the reference sections in
the By-law and did the preparations and presentations for the Hearings
and Town Meeting. His efforts were invaluable in producing a well
written By-law which was the culmination of a whole year’s work.
Although, the subject matter was at times complex, confusing and
tedious, the Zoning By-law recodification adopted by Town Meeting has
given the Planning Board a product we can work with and are proud of.
We feel there is still much to be done in the future, however, to provide
the Town with an up to date set of zoning regulations which address all of
the Town’s development problems.
The Planning Board and its Planner have been participating in on-
going studies and evaluations of periodic proposals relative to the B & M
lines, and water supply and drainage and will continue to give ap-
propriate input where needed. The Board has also offered reports and
recommendations at four Board of Appeals hearings, and plans are
underway, as of this writing, to begin formal consideration, under
Chapter 121A, General Laws, of construction of the Cedar Glen Project
for Housing for the Elderly on North Main Street.
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The Planning Board did apply to the National Endowment for the
Arts and the Department of Community Affairs for assistance in
completing the Work Program. Although these applications were denied,
the work has continued at a somewhat slower pace. Grantsmanship is an
area which the Planning Board has continually monitored and for which
it, in its capacity as a resource center, has made available assistance to
Town agencies when we felt we had information or expertise to offer.
The Planning Board has had a very busy and productive year. It is
most gratifying to realize how much has been done yet still sobering to
know how much is left to do.
MAUREEN T. O’BRIEN
Chairman
Report of the
Superintendent of Insect Pest Control
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:
I submit my report as Superintendent of Insect Pest Control for
1977
About three hundred elms were checked for Dutch Elm Disease. The
Shade Tree Laboratory at Amherst certified one hundred and twenty-
seven of these trees as being diseased. All of these trees have been
removed under the requirements of Massachusetts General Laws
Chapter 132 section 26E and 26F.
The elms on the Memorial Common wer inoculated with a fungicide
to help combat any Dutch Elm Disease. A dorman spray of
Methoxychlor was applied to major elm trees for the control of the elm
bark beetle. The spray for the control of other shade tree pests were
applied as needed during the summer months to other public trees
.
Respectfully submitted,
IRVING E. DICKEY JR.
Superintendent of Insect Pest Control
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Report of the Tree Warden
To the citizens of Reading:
I submit my report as Tree Warden for 1977.
Twenty five elm trees were removed from public property infected
with Dutch Elm Disease. It was also necessary to remove ninety-six
additional trees, 17 were removed to assist other departments, 7 were
removed under General Laws Chapter 87 section 3; and the remaining
seventy two were either dead or in a dangerous condition
.
One hundred and fifty eight trees were planted, most of these trees
were planed adjacent to the sidewalk, on private property under General
Laws Chapter 87 section 7, and one hundred and twenty trees were
planted on new developments for the Town of Reading by private con-
tractors .
The low branches and deadwood were removed from fifty-two
streets. The light wires were also cleared on these streets, and the Light
Department paid for this clearance.
Respectfully submitted,
IRVING E. DICKEY
Tree Warden
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Report of the Personnel Board
The board regretted the resignation of Mrs. Charlotte G. Thompson,
a valuable, dedicated Member. Mr. Bayard R. Lincoln, who was Fin Com
Liaison Member, resigned from the Finance Committee and was ap-
pointed to the Personnel Board to fill the vacancy.
To comply with a Motion made by David F. Ham at Annual Town
Meeting 1976, the Personnel Board prepared a revised edition of Article
XXIV of the General By-Laws of the Town which was distributed to all
Town Meeting Members.
To meet the requirements of the second portion of the Motion, the
Board, in cooperation with member of other Boards and Departments
Heads after numerous meetings developed a system for Standard Job
Descriptions and for Performing Job Classifications along with a sim-
plified Compensation Plan. These were presented at Annual Town
Meeting 1977 and approved unanimously, as was the Merit Salary In-
crease recommended by the Personnel Board with the approval of the
Finance Committee.
Under a Motion presented by Chairman, John C. Newman, at
Annual Town Meeting, the Personnel Board was increased in size from
four to five Members to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen and a
sixth liaison Member to be appointed by the Finance Committee. On
recommendation of the Board, the Board of Selectmen appointed Mr.
John J. Castellano as fifth Member. The Finance Committee appointed
Mr. Mark Whelton as liaison Member.
Various Members are meeting the requirements of a Motion made by
Mr. Carl H. Amon Jr., in attending bargaining Sessions with those
Units of the Town which are involved, and will continue to meet through
1978 until Agreements are reached.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN C. NEWMAN, Chairman
DOMENIC A. PATALANO
WINSLOW F. BLAKE
BAYARD R. LINCOLN
JOHN J. CASTELLANO
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Report of the Town Forest Committee
To the Citizens of Reading:
We submit our report for the year 1977, and through the current
date.
A fire in the Scrub Oak Hill area on April 15, 1977 burned over
approximately five acres. Fire Chief Robert Pratt believes it may have
been started by a spark from a motor bike which did not have a spark
arrestor. This is the only serious fire in the Town Forest in many years.
An up-dated map, along with the Rules of the Town Forest, was
made available for distribution.
Several Cub Scout and other youth groups were taken on guided
tours of the forest by a member of the Committee. These young people
are learning about nature, and to respect the woods, which belong to all
of us.
Year after year the Boy Scouts continue to camp and hike in the
Forest throughout the year, and do various conservation projects as part
of their Good Turn.
Each year more cross country skiing enthusiasts use the Forest. The
Forest is used by individuals and families during all seasons for hikes and
nature study.
Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE B. PERRY, Chairman
IRVING E. DICKEY, JR., Vice Chairman
BENJAMIN E. NICHOLS, Secretary
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Report of the Land Bank Committee
To the Citizens of Reading:
We submit our report for the year 1977, and through the current
date.
Your committee has continued to add information to the record files.
This includes copies of maps and deeds, along with detailed items
collected from many sources.
Your committee has furnished information to various town boards
and committees, on request from them. They have found the Land Bank
Committee a valuable resource center.
Respectfully submitted,
BENJAMIN E. NICHOLS, Chairman
GEORGE W. COCHRANE, 3rd
LESLIE D. STARK
Report of the Custodian of
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Graves
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:
In compliance with Chapter 115 — Section 9 (Revised) this report is
of veterans interred in Reading Cemeteries during the year of 1977.
WORLD WAR I
Albine LeFave, Veterans Grave 140, Forest Glen.
Joseph E. Doucette, Lot 1037-A, Forest Glen.
Edward G. Hout, Lot 455, Forest Glen.
WORLD WAR II
Russell J. White, Veterans Grave 138, Forest Glen.
Harold E. Seaward, Lot 1335, Forest Glen.
John L. Towsey, Lot 1313, Forest Glen.
Andrew Urquhart, Veterans Grave 133, Forest Glen.
Robert E. L. Harrington, Veterans Grave 93, Forest Glen.
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Daniel E. Dodge, Lot 1388, Forest Glen.
Theodore W. Connors, Lot 1140, Forest Glen.
Frank R. Gray, Jr., Lot 789, Forest Glen.
Clarence J. Arsenault, Lot 1486, Forest Glen.
Francis N. Doucette, Veterans Grave 95-A, Forest Glen.
Alfred T. Monahan, Lot 948, Forest Glen.
Arthur L. Spencer, Lot 1342, Forest Glen.
Thomas F. Good, Veterans Grave 95, Forest Glen.
Herbert T. Neol, Veterans Grave 96, Forest Glen.
Christopher J. Morris, Lot 1371, Forest Glen.
Albert W. Mitton, Sr., Lot 1336, Forest Glen.
KOREAN CONFLICT
Lloyd H. Gaw, Veterans Grave 94, Forest Glen.
David L. Castine, Lot 1423, Forest Glen.
VIET NAM CONFLICT
Richard T. Cavanaugh, Lot 1366, Forest Glen.
The following is a summary of Veterans of all wars interred in
Reading Cemeteries. Where a Veteran of the armed forces served in more
than one conflict, credit is only given for one.
Credited Service Veteran
Revolutionary War 41
War of 1812 12
Mexican War 2
Civil War 291
Indian War 1
Spanish War 29
State Guard 33
World War I 275
World War II 205
Korean War 14
United States Air Force 4
Viet Nam 14
German Occupation Force 2
934
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There were 25 Government markers for veterans set free of charge.
Respectfully submitted,
J. HENRY VIK
Custodian of Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Graves
Report of the Veterans’ Services
Board of Selectmen
Municipal Building
Reading, Massachusetts 01867
Attn: Executive Secretary
The Veterans’ Services Dept, is a State Mandated Organization duly
authorized under Chapter 115, Massachusetts General Laws, Sections 1
through 15.
Gentlemen
:
I respectfully submit the Annual Report of the activities of this
department, as Director of Veterans’ Services, Agent of Benefits, In-
vestigator, and Graves Registration Officer and Burial Agent, for the
Calendar Year period 31 December 1976 through 31 December 1977.
This Calendar Year our Administrative procedures have been
complicated by the State requirement of The Code of Human Services
Regulation, which stipulates that Services must be extended to include
individuals who are not Veterans, and are not Dependents of Veterans.
This work includes those individuals in need of Emergency Housing,
Food Stamps, Fuel, Utilities and instructions as to the Agency which
could assist in their time of need.
VETERANS 1 BENEFITS
Recipient Expenditures— Aid 5 7 ,864 .85
Recipients Aided (Ordinary Budget) 66
Medically Aided 75
Fuel Aided 35
Investigations 528
Active Cases (31 December 1977) 9
Total Cases (12 Month Period— Benefits Only) 176
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GRAVE REGISTRATIONS
Interments (22 within a 12 Month Period)
World War I 3
World War II 16
Korea 2
Vietnam 1
VETERANS 4 SERVICES
Services to others under The Code of Human Services 315
Disability Compensation and Widow’s Pension Applications 55
Screening and Assistance— Social Security Disability,
Social Security Supplemental Income for the Aged, Blind or
Disabled 63
Instruction and Assistance, Food Stamp Applications 175
Massachusetts Dept, of Employment Security Assistance 128
Registration Assistance for EEO—CETA—PSE—
Manpower Inc. Jobs for Veterans, Professional Position
Registrations, Applications and Instructions for Civil Service,
State, Federal, County and Town 257
Hospitalization—Out Patient Aid and Assistance 71
Veterans Administration and State Hospital Medical and
Psychiatric Admissions 15
Counselling for V.A. Pensions, Medicaid, Medicare, BC & BS Health
Insurance, Geriatrics, and VA Questionnaire Filing 233
Bonus Application Filing Assistance 27
School Application Assistance, College, Dependent Children
.
Vocational Schools and Vocation Rehabilitation 151
Application Assistance—On The Job Training 22
Pensions Commissioned (12 Month Period) including Veterans
Administration Service and Non -Service Connected
Disabilities—Widow’s Pensions— School Assistance for Dependent
Children— Civil Service Retirements— Life Insurance Awards—
Social Security— Retirements, Disabilities, and Supplemental In-
come 56
Appointments (Power of Attorney) 134
Returned to the General Fund the sum of $50,342.00 due to the
successful commission of Federal funds awarded for Disabilities,
Retirements, and the provisions of Section 5, of Chapter 115,
Massachusetts General Laws, plus unexpended funds from the cash aid
fund.
Yours truly,
RUSSELL F. WINAM
Agent -Director
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Report of the Board of Appeals
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:
The Board of Appeals received forty petitions during the year 1977
and met twenty-four times to act on these.
The following dispostion were made of these petitions:
24 Granted as requested
1 Granted with limitations
9 Denied
1 Majority denied
3 Withdrawn without prejudice
1 Dismissed without prejudice
1 Board voted not to hold a hearing
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN A. ANDERSON, Chairman
Report of the Cemetery Trustees
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
The following is a report of departmental activities for the year
January 1, 1977 to December 31, 1977.
Interments Laurel Hall Forest Glen Total
Adults 21 70 91
Cremation Burials 2 6 8
Stillborn 0 5 5
23 81 104
Total to date 7,847 2,113 9,960
Sale of Lots and Graves
5 Grave Lots 0 5 5
4 Grave Lots 0 3 3
3 Grave Lots 0 2 2
2 Grave Lots 0 33 33
Single Graves 0 7 7
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Baby Graves 0 2 2
Veterans Graves (free) 0 8 8
Total number of Graves sold
Lots 1,417 1,343 2,760
Single & Veterans Graves 1,144 17 1,161
Installation of foundations and markers
Monuments 0 41 41
Markers 15 19 34
Veterans markers 2 23 25
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Laurel Hill
Currently under study by the Board of Cemetery Trustees is a law
enacted in June of 1977 which would allow the sale of unused space in any
lot which has not had any activity pertaining thereto for fifty years, plus
other minor prerequisites. Implementation of this legislation would
greatly add to income to Laurel Hill Trust funds, which in turn would
make the department more self supporting.
Forest Glen
In this cemetery area an additional 91 grave spaces were laid out
during the year.
Our regular fertilizing program has improved the quality of the turf.
This part of the maintenance schedule should be carried out on a
systematic and continuing basis.
Vandalism
This problem has increased during the year. Laurel Hill had
repeated activities of headstones and monuments being tipped over.
Reparation used up time that well could have been spent on other im-
portant works.
Charles Street
A drainage construction contract was awarded to Dominic Zanni
Sons, Inc. Heavy rains through out late summer and early fall months
necessitated an extention of the completion date which now stands at late
spring.
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This years program calls for filling the rest of the area up to sub-
grade and installing avenues as far as funds will allow.
The financial status and receipts of the department may be found
under the report of the Town Treasurer.
Respectfully submitted,
J. HENRY VIK
Superintendent
The report of the Superintendent as submitted is hereby approved
by the Board of Cemetery Trustees and consitutes its Report to the
Town.
CLIFFORD P. WADMAN,Chairman
CHARLES E. ELLIS, JR., Secretary
HERBERT F. GENT, JR.
FRED C. KENNEY, JR.
CARL H. AMON, JR.
EDOUARD N. DUBE
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Report of the Recreation Department
The Recreation Department has offered a wide range of diversified
activities for tiny tots, young children, teen-agers and adults throughout
the year. These activities have been geared to meet the ever-expanding
recreational needs of the people of Reading. Judging by the active
participation of young and old, it would seem that they have met these
needs.
During the summer months seven play areas are supervised by
competent and creative leaders. Playleaders have conducted high and
low organized games, sports, and crafts. Interpark and intercommunity
participation spark the “doings”.
The Sports Clinic Day Camp held at the Hawkes Field House and on
the Birch Meadow grounds has proven to be a successful venture with
over 100 boys and girls in attendance at each two-week session.
THis past year we proceeded about 800 youngsters through the Red
Cross instructional program. Over 300 people used the pool on a daily
basis for unstructured informal swimming.
The Recreation Department has organized and supervised com-
petitive softball for men with twenty-one (21) teams of about 15 men
each. Each team played a 24 game schedule. Further, softball play was
organized for both men and women on a less competitive basis with
approximately 45 people enjoying the fun on a twice-a-week basis.
Reading’s Summerthing catered to teen-agers. Summerthmg is a
series of weekly musical dance-concerts. Outstanding musical groups
were recruited for these occasions.
This year the Recreation Department continued their “Theatre in
the Green” program at Memorial Park. The Boston Children’s Theatre,
The Puppeteers, Project TRY, The Man and His Magic were some at-
tractions .
Organized teams represented Reading, under Recreation spon-
sorship, as we participated in the Northeast Tennis League (for boys and
girls 15 and under), the Middlesex (high school) Basketball League, and
the junior and senior baseball teams in the “Olympics”.
Instructions were offered with formal sessions for youth and adults
in tennis, baseball and swimming. The Eddie Pellagrini Baseball Clinic
was held at Birch Meadow under sponsorship of the Recreation
Department.
160
Townwide outings and trips were conducted to beaches
,
amusement
parts and other places of interest. Special shows such as the annual
crowning of the king and queen of Reading’s Babyland and the annual
Gala Playground Carnival received enthusiastic support.
During the fall, winter, and spring months, commencing the second
week in October, the Recreation Department sponsored a variety of
programs at the Hawkes Field House on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
evenings and on Sunday afternoons. Unstructured basketball,
volleyball, and exercise for men and women, tennis instruction, gym-
nastics classes, an adult basketball league, youth basketball for boys and
girls (9—14), judo and karate classes, informal gym fun, and other
programs were offered as the demand and interest surfaced.
ACTIVITIES CHART
1. Arts and Crafts Exhibition — Place: Storefront window — 2nd week
in August.
2. Arts and Crafts Projects: — two sessions at each park and
playground.
3. Baseball — Clinic — last week of July
4. Basketball — Clinic — 3rd and 4th week in July
5. Basketball — Summer League
6. Basketball — Monday and Wednesday evenings from 8 — 10 p.m.
7. Beach trips — arranged on need basis
8. Bike trips — weekends — arranged on need basis
9. Girls’ Sports at 6:30 on Tuesday and Thursday at Eaton Park
10. Physical Fitness Swim — mornings — Municipal Pool
11. In-service Training Institutes — weekly meetings to discuss plans,
policies, events, etc. — Recreation Office — 8:45 to 9:45 a.m.
Monday mornings
12. Gymnastics and Teen Age Swim — Tuesday and Thursday 6:30 —
9:00 p.m. — Field House and Municipal Pool.
13. Interpark competition — leagues and tournaments — baseball,
basketball, croquet, golf, kickball
14. Men’s Softball (less competitive) Monday and Wednesday evenings
— Eaton Park — 6:30 p.m.
15. Red Cross Swimming — 8:30 — 1 p.m. at the Municipal Pool
16. Softball League (men) — softball fields, Monday through Thursday
evenings — spring and summer
17. Special Events —
a. Fourth of July Field Days b. Boston Children’s Theatre
Stagemobile
c. Zoomobile
d. Little Red Wagon
e. Canobie Lake trips
f. Inter-community Olympics
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g. Baby Show
h. Fair and Carnival
18. Sports Clinic — 4 two-week sessions late June, July and August.
19. Summerthing — Thursday evenings — 8tol0:30p.m.
20. Tennis — Northeastern League — boys and girls 15 and under —
matches Tuesday afternoon during July and August at Birch
Meadow
21. Tennis Instructions — Thursday evenings — Hawkes Field House
from 7 — 9 p.m.
22. Tennis tournaments — townwide
23. Story hours ( library building)
24. Dramatics — Quannapowitt Players club house, Community Center
and individual parks
25. Track events — jogging — Monday evenings at the high school
stadium.
26. Fall-Winter-Spring — unstructured activities at the Field House on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday afternoons —
basketball, volleyball, exercise, track.
27. Youth Basketball — Saturdays from 1:00 — 6:00 p.m. Instruction,
game play, with 24 teams age groups 9 — 10, 11 — 12, 13 — 14.
DUANE HEINECK, Chairman
JOHN B. PACINO, Superintendent
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Report of the Council on Aging
On July 1, 1977 four new members were added to the Reading
Council on Aging. At that time the summer program had already been
formulated. It consisted of a cook -out with the Wakefield Retired Men’s
Club Band providing the entertainment. A group of High School Band
members also provided another evening of music; there was a Bingo
night with cheese and crackers served, and last but not least an Ice
Cream Smorgasbord.
The Fall program is in full swing with Ceramics, Painting, Knitting
and Crocheting, Crewel and Needlepoint, and Homemaking. In addition
there are classes in Contract Bridge, a Bowling group and a Dancing
Class, where they have learned to do the “Hully-Gully”, “Hustle”, and
many others. Through courtesy of the Wakefield YMCA there is a
swimming and exercise class.
The Council Van has provided transportation to and from the
classes, council events, shopping, meetings of Senior Clubs, and various
medical appointments.
The Town provides funds for health services to the Elderly. The
combined Visiting Nurse Association operates a Blood Pressure
Screening Clinic twice a month, one is held at Tannerville and one at the
Council Office. During the Fall a Flu Shot Clinic was held at Tannerville,
210 people took advantage of this program which was paid for in its
entirety by the Patrons For Older Adults.
The Annual Dinner was held in November at St. Athanasius Church
with 325 Senior Citizens in attendance. Entertainment was provided by
two Banjo players who also led the group in a “Sing-A-Long”. Mr.
Abraham Berson of Berson’s Pharmacy very generously provided
“instant cash” for all those present. Eric Svenson of Eric’s Greenhouse
donated the corsages and Sumner Weston on Weston’s Florist donated
the floral arrangements for the tables.
The Council Newsletter, “The Elderberries” was sent in June and
September to all known elderly in Reading. Our lists are currently being
updated because we have found that many elderly have not been
receiving the newsletter.
The special discount program, co-sponsored by the Council and
Patrons for Older Adults, is now in its third year of operation and over
1200 cards have been issued.
The Congregate Meal Program is serving meals five days a week at
the Community Center. These hot meals are provided by Malden Action,
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Inc. and paid for by the Council. They are available to anyone 60 years of
age or older. We are also currently delivering 20 meals per day through
the Meals-On-Wheels” program to people confined to their homes.
We have many wonderful volunteers helping to insure the success of
our programs . To them we extend a special thanks
.
Respectfully submitted,
GUY H. RENNISON, Chairman
Report of the Civil Defense Agency
The Civil Defense Agency has continued with the same
organizational structure. The Executive Secretary has acted as Civil
Defense Director in order to make it easier for the Town to take ad-
vantage of any Federal Funds involved. Former Civil Defense Director
Forrest Benton has continued to act on the many routine but extremely
necessary matters involving the agency. The Civil Defense Director, Mr.
Agnew, does not receive any salary or compensation for his duties.
Although many may view this agency as obsolete it has become
indispensible twice within the last four years. Once during the fuel crisis
and more recently during the Great Blizzard. In both situations this
agency was the only legal vehicle the Town could use to receive federal
and state aid during emergency situations. It was also the only agency
designated to administer regulations pertaining to the emergencies.
Although many persons may associate Civil Defense with war time
activities, its operation is as much designed to meet other emergency
situations and national disasters such as hurricanes, storms or ear-
thquakes .
One of the key elements of the system is its communications team.
Reading is fortunate to have a team of experts in this area. This team is
headed by Robert Miles. In emergency situations this unit may provide
the only link to State and Federal operations and other municipalities.
The Agency enables the Town to buy and maintain emergency
equipment and government surplus property. Police, Fire, and the
B.P.W. have use of this equipment. In addition, Federal and State funds
for disaster relief came through this agency. Reimbursement for snow
removal during the Great Blizzard as well as aid from the National Guard
in the form of snow removal equipment was obtained through this
agency.
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A major portion of the agencies expenses are fifty percent reim-
bursable by the Federal Government.
During the latest disaster or the Great Blizzard, the agency coor-
dinated all relief activities. It enlisted volunteers, brought food and
medicine to the elderly and those in need, obtained fuel for those running
out of fuel, and provided food for those who needed it as well as the
emergency crews who were working. It provided special transportation
to hospitals and clearance to get supplies and people moving. It supplied
communications to other government relief agencies.
1 would like to take this opportunity to thank the Town Depart-
ments, the Civil Defense Volunteers and all the citizens for their
cooperation and aid during this blizzard.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN W. AGNEW, JR.
Civil Defense Director
Report of the Fire Department
FIRE DEPARTMENT ROSTER
CHIEF
Robert W. Pratt
DEPUTY CHIEF
Victor H. Cail
CAPTAINS
Theodore W. Turner, Jr. Leonard J . Redfem
Arthur W. SteeleRussell E. Carter
LIEUTENANTS
Leslie L. Hadley
Robert H . Thomas
Donald V. Jackson
James W. Sharkey
FIRE FIGHTERS
Nelson F. Andrews
Ronald D. Michelini
Frederick E . Livingstone
Donald L. Michelini
George L. Turner
Ernest G. Babcock, Jr.
Richard E. Van Horn
Wilfred E. Boudreau, Jr.
Daniel J. Doran
Willard F. Nichols
Peter R. Vincent
Malcolm W. Hubbard
Robert P. O’Brien
Joseph T. Hindes, Jr.
Verlon M. Curtis
Joseph Cummings III
Thomas W. Lyle
Anthony J . Gentile
Paul D. Murphy
Alan B. McMahon
William F. Campbell III
James A . Stevenson
Joan F. Beaudoin, Jr.
Roger C. Quimby
Arthur H. Vars
Stephen A. Ballou
Philip G . Dole
George E. Cress
James D. Freda
Steven M . Granelli
Donald L. Wood
Robert J. Campbell
Stephen M . Shea
Kenneth M. Campbell, Jr.
David C. Bishop
John A. Faulkner
John T. Kucinski
Gordon E . Sargent
Donald E . Stead
John T. Mooney
Domenic D . Ricci
Francis P. Driscoll
James A. Tracy
CLERK
Ruth K. Murray
MECHANIC
Albert A. Tarpin
SUPT. OF FIRE ALARM
Robert W. Pratt
FOREST WARDEN
Robert W . Pratt
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DEPUTY FOREST WARDENS
Deputy Chief Victor H. Cail Irving E. Dickey, Jr.
Lieut. Robert H. Thomas Benjamin E. Nichols
George B. Perry III
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THIRD REPORT OF THE
FIRE CHIEF
REPORT OF THE FOREST WARDEN
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE ALARM
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
Gentlemen
:
The annual report of the Fire Chief, Forest Warden and Superin-
tendent of Fire Alarm is herewith submitted.
MANUAL FORCE: The authorized permanent force consists
of Chief, 1 Deputy Chief, 5 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 44 Privates, 1 Clerk
and 1 Mechanic. Twenty-six Auxiliary men are trained and equipped and
help our department at multiple alarm fires and in many other ways
,
for
which we are extremely grateful. There are 4 vacancies in the department
due to retirements.
APPARATUS: Station 1, Pleasant Street — Engine #1, a 1000
gal. per min. Maxim (Ford chassis) pumping engine purchased in 1973;
Engine #5, a 750 g.p.m. Young (Ford chassis) pumping engine purchased
in 1969; Car 7, a Vi ton Chevrolet pickup truck (1972); Car 4, Ambulance,
a Ford chassis with Modulance body purchased in 1976; a 1972 Chevrolet
sedan used by the Deputy Chief.
Station 2, Woburn Street — Engine §3, a 1000 g.p.m. Seagrave
pumping engine purchased in 1961; Engine #2, 1000 g.p.m. American
LaFrance pumping engine purchased in 1957; Ladder 1, an American
LaFrance 85 ft. aerial ladder tiller truck purchased in 1965; Fire Alarm
Bucket truck on International chassis purchaed in 1975; Rescue Truck,
1960 Dodge and Chief’s Car, 1975 Ford sedan.
Haverhill Street Garage: Engine #4, a 1952 Chevrolet 400 g.p.m.
pumping engine, used for dump and wood fires and as a lighting plant;
also a 2-wheel 500 g.p.m. trailer pump (1944).
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SERVICE RECORD:
271 Bell Alarms, 66 of which were false
523 Still and Telephone Alarms, 3 of which were false
1155 Service Calls
737 Ambulance Runs
68 Mutual Aid calls to other communities
35 Calls to fires in buildings and dwellings
123 Grass and brush fires
47 Vehicle fires
70 Dumpster, incinerator and leaves fires
99 Tests made for gas
31 Calls for assisting persons locked out or in
14 Calls for assistance rendered to Police
PERMITS ISSUED:
67 Fire Alarm Systems
83 Power Burner and Oil Storage
33 Blasting
7 Special Permits
Ambulance fees turned over to Town Treasurer amounted to
$10,326.78 (calendar year).
Fire Loss for 1977 as reported to date on property endangered
(valuation $1,028,578) is $284,193. Insurance paid on loss is $199,628.
Uninsured loss is $84,565.
FIRE STATIONS: Station 1 on Pleasant Street. This building
was built in 1893. Serious rotting and decay is still going on. There is not
adequate room to house 9 men and the apparatus that is assigned there.
With the size and weight of the modem equipment and the storage of
necessary backup equipment it is almost impossible to work in there.
Station 2, Woburn Street. This station is in good condition. The
trim was painted this past year.
TRAINING AND EDUCATION: We use the training area on
Haverhill Street; some state-wide classes have been held there. Some
men are working on Associate Degrees in Fire Science.
FIVE PREVENTION: Routine inspections of commercial and
public buildings has continued. Inspection and testing of home fire alarm
systems, required by State law, is also done.
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FIRE ALARM: A new Fire Alarm office was installed,
replacing an antiquated mechanical repeater. All Fire Alarm boxes were
retimed. We continue to replace the old iron wire in the system. New
master boxes were installed at commercial properties.
I would like to thank all the men of the Reading Auxiliary Fire
Service for the much appreciated help given to the department during the
year.
Also, a thank you goes to the members of this department for their
faithful performance of their duties. All other town officials and
departments are also thanked for their continued cooperation with this
department.
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT W. PRATT
Chief of Fire Department
Forest Warden
Supt. of Fire Alarm
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Report of the Town Counsel
During the year nineteen hundred and seventy -seven the law firm of
Tyler & Reynolds & Craig continued to represent the Town of Reading as
Town Counsel. All the attorneys in the law firm were available to provide
legal services to the Town, and the principal attorneys from the firm
representing the Town as Town Counsel during the year were Donald L.
Connors, Esquire, and H Theodore Cohen, Esquire.
This was a very active year for Town Counsel, since the Town’s legal
affairs covered an expanded range and number of matters. The legal
affairs included: extensive labor negotiations, personnel matters, real
estate acquisitions and conservation matters, conflict of interest
questions, the issuance by the Board of Appeals of a comprehensive
zoning permit for low and moderate income housing, preparation and
review of documents for construction of an interceptor sewer system and
preparation and review of documents for alterations and additions to the
police station. In addition Town Counsel was deeply involved in the
revision of the Town’s Zoning By-Laws.
The major issues of litigation and disputes during the year were:
personnel matters for the Reading Public Schools including arbitration of
teacher disputes and defense of charges of age and sex discrimination,
personnel matters for the Council on Aging, petitions for assessment of
damages, enforcement of building code requirements and of the Town’s
Zoning By-Laws and the defense and enforcement of town boards’
decisions regarding the issuance of firearm licenses, the disposition of
dangerous dogs, and conservation orders of conditions.
In addition, suit was brought by the Town against the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority to enjoin termination of
bus service; and, after the failure of much negotiation with the owners of
the land, the Attorney General and various state agencies, suit was
brought in early 1978 to enjoin excavation in the City of Woburn which
causes the “Woburn Odor.”
General legal services were also rendered on a regular basis to
various town officers, boards, committees and departments, and services
were rendered in the preparation for and holding of the Annual Town
Meeting and Special Town Meetings.
Respectfully submitted,
H THEODORE COHEN, Esquire
Tyler & Reynolds & Craig
Town Counsel
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Report of the
Sealer of Weights and Measures
Board of Selectmen
Town Hall
16 Lowell Street
Reading, Massachusetts 01867
Gentlemen:
During the past year the Weights and Measures Department tested
a total of 414 weighing and measuring devices, a slight increase over the
previous year. Income for the year totaled 551 dollars and twenty cents.
This also was a slight increase over the previous year.
During this past legislature year Section 56 General Laws Chapter
98 was amended, increasing the fees for testing and sealing weighing and
measuring devices. The increased fees will result in an increase in income
of about twenty percent for the coming year. The last time these fees
were increased was 1965. The increase in sealing fees is nominal and
should be quite acceptable by the members of industry who rely on these
necessary services. A copy of the new fee schedule is attached.
In 1977 two complaints were registered at the department regarding
the sale of gasoline. Both complainants stated that the total gallons
purchased was more gasoline than the tanks could hold. The retail
outlets in question were kept under surveillance for a period to determine
if the dispensers were being operated in accordance with applicable
weights and measures laws and regulations. It was determined they
were. The dispensers in question were then tested and both were found
accurate. In both instances the complaints involved dual dispensers. The
operators of these locations agreed to rebate to these complainants a sum
which would reduce the purchase to a reasonable and acceptable amount
to both complainants. It would appear that the attendants read the
wrong side of the dual dispenser for the purchase made and whereas this
department had only one complaint at each location it was determined no
further action was necessary.
Reweighing of commodities totaled 1,363 items. These items were
checked for accuracy as to weight and price. Prepackaged meat, produce
as well as other food items are included in this total. Reweighings of
commodities put up in advance of sale is a priority function of weights
and measures officials in this modem era of prepackaging.
This past year thirty-seven Unit Pricing inspections were conducted
in the retail outlets required to post Unit Price information. End displays
71
and items on sale were given special attention as these areas are the most
troublesome as far as enforcement is concerned. Through repeated in-
spections noncomplaince in these areas has been greatly reduced
.
Attached is a list by catagories of all commercial weighing and
measuring devices tested during this past year.
In closing, I would like to thank the Board of Selectmen, Mr. John
Agnew, Executive Secretary and Town Department Heads for their
cooperation during this past year.
Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES H. CARROLL
Sealer of Weights and Measures
List by Category of Devices Tested During 1977
Scales Adjusted Sealed Not Sealed Condemned
Over 10,000 lbs. 1 3 0 0
100-5,000 lbs 1 5 0 0
10-100 lbs. 14 29 0 1
Under 10 lbs. 4 15 0 1
Weights
Avoirdupois 0 14 0 0
Metric 0 66 0 0
Apothecary 0 39 0 0
Meters
GAsoline 17 133 8 5
Gear Grease 0 12 0 1
Vehicle Tank 7 15 0 0
Liquid Measures
One gallon or under 0 17 0 1
Linear Measures
Yardsticks 0 5 0 0
Totals: 414 44 353 8 9
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THE COMMONEEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Advance Copy 1977 Acts and Resolves
PAUL GUZZI, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Chap. 338. AN ACT INCREASING FEES FOR SEALING CER-
TAIN WEIGHING AND MEASURING DEVICES.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
SECTION 1. Chapter 98 of the General Laws is hereby amended
by striking out section 56, as appearing in chapter 55 of the acts of 1965,
and inserting in place thereof the following section:—
Section 56. Except as otherwise provided, sealers shall receive the
following fees for sealing the following weighing or measuring devices:
(a) Each scale with a weighing capacity of more than ten thousand
pounds, twenty -five dollars.
(b) Each scale with a weighing capacity of five thousand to ten
thousand pounds, fifteen dollars.
(c) Each scale with a weighing capacity of one thousand to five
thousand pounds, ten dollars.
(d) Each scale with a weighing capacity of one hundred to one
thousand pounds, five dollars.
(e) Scales and balances with a weighing capacity of more than ten
pounds and less than one hundred pounds, three dollars.
(f) Scales and balances with a weighing capacity of ten pounds or
less, two dollars.
(g) Each liquid capacity measure, except vehicle tanks, of the
capacity of more than one gallon and measures on pumps, fifty cents.
(h) Each liquid measuring meter, except water meters, the
diameter of the inlet pipe of which is one half inch or less, two dollars,
more than one half inch but not more than one inch, four dollars; for each
such type of liquid measuring meter, the diameter of the inlet pipe of
which is more than one inch, the following shall apply, vehicle-tank
pump eight dollars, vehicle-tank gravity ten dollars, bulk storage twenty
dollars, bulk storage user furnishes certified prover ten dollars.
(i) Each taximeter or measuring device upon vehicles to determine
the cost of transportation, four dollars.
(j) Each machine or other mechanical device used for determining
linear or area measurement, two dollars.
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(k) Milk bottle or jars, four dollars per gross.
(l) Vehicle tanks used in the sale of commodities by liquid measure
shall be charged for each hundred gallons or fraction thereof, one dollar.
An additional fee of two dollars per sealed indicator shall be received.
(m) All weights and other measures, twenty cents each.
They shall also receive reasonable compensation for the use of
special facilities, necessary repairs, alterations and adjustments made by
them.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect on January first, nineteen
hundred and seventy -eight.
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Report of the Public Library
Once again the probjem of SPACE Has dominated the year and
required much time and attention from the Director, as well as from the
Board. However, the work has differed from that in previous years —
harder but less frustrating.
BUILDING PROGRAM:
A special Town Meeting in February appropriated money for
professional assistance in site selection for additional library space. The
firm of Architects Design Group Two was selected for this feasibility
study, and after a comprehensive review of possibilities, strongly
recommended a new library building on the site of the Community Center
and renovation of the present library as a Town Hall annex. The Annual
Town Meeting in May directed the Selectmen to turn the Community
Center over to the Library Trustees at the request of the Trustees,
provided such request was made before July 1, 1978, and appropriated
money for architectural plans through design development. The contract
was awarded Architects Design Group Two, and plans for a new building
are well under way.
OPERATION:
Lack of space continues to hamper planning and hinder efficient
operation. Much that needs to be done cannot be handled, but changes
have been made where possible to take advantage of new developments
or ease old problems.
In February we began purchasing catalog cards for adult non-fiction
from the Boston Public Library on an experimental basis. This procedure
has been an unqualified success. The service is rapid, satisfactory and
inexpensive. The reduced amount of in-house card production allowed us
to reduce the catalog department staff by one-half position, and the
whole procedure has the added advantage of adding our non-fiction
acquisitions to the data base of the Boston Public Library computer
system. Plans call for developing this base into a major bibliographic
center that can be used for computerized circulation systems as well as
cataloging services. Time and expense of building a data base are the
biggest problems in subscribing to computerized systems. Libraries
whose acquisitions have been recorded will have a distinct advantage in
using the system if and when they choose to.
This was our first full year of operation with the policy of allowing
fifth and sixth graders to use the adult collection with parental per-
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mission. On the whole, the policy is successful, but has created some new
problems while solving others. Many parents and students have ex-
pressed pleasure at the new freedom and take full advantage of the
possibilities. Others prefer a more supervised use of the library. This
system has greatly reduced the times the Children’s Librarian must
borrow temporarily from the main collection to meet needs of older
children. It has also provided access to such materials as periodicals,
indexes and copy service. On the other hand, this procedure has put new
pressures on an already over-burdened staff and work space. Older
children tend to bring younger friends with them and to request
assistance with microfilm “for fun” or in an attempt to use materials
beyond their reading levels. Curiosity is commendable and the staff
exhibits much patience, but has limited time for supervising stacks or
assisting with homework. Problems of where to study will be partially
alleviated when more space is available. The question of what materials
to use is more difficult, involving attitudes and understanding (by
parents and teachers as well as children) and acceptance of the fact that
the collection and assistance in the Adult Room Eire not necessarily
superior to that in the Children’s Room. Materials and service in the
Children’s Room have been planned for older children as well as those in
the lower grades.
In August we completed four years of operation with a security
system. Inventory of the “control” blocks of materials confirmed earlier
indications that the system more than pays for itself.
INVENTORY TEST BLOCKS
Security System Installed August, 1974
Number of Missing & Percentage
Category vols. counted withdrawn of loss
Dewey Number 133-144
(parapsychology May ’72 456 78 17
& occult) Feb. ’75 200 22 11
Feb. ’76 200 11 5
Aug. ’77 265 2 .07
Dewey Number 780-790
(music) Feb. ’75 335 35 10
Feb. ’76 335 0 0
Aug. ’77 800 11* .01
Dewey Number 910-914
(ancient world) Feb. ’75 100 4 .04
Feb. ’76 100 1 .01
Aug. ’77 464 4 .008
Most of these items are small paperback books of musical scores —
valued at $25.40.
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Missing books are no longer a problem, but unretumed ones con-
tinue to demand time-consuming, expensive procedures and to deprive
others of badly needed materials. Approximately 30 to 35 items each
month are listed as “lost” and many must be reordered, simply because
they have been checked out over six months and the borrower ignores all
notices, phone calls and bills. This is particularly frustrating when one
borrower has checked out several expensive items on one subject.
Reasons for such behavior vary from carelessness, to lack of respect for
shared resources ( “Who else could possibly want this?”) to cheerful
admittance that this is the best material available and hard to find
(‘‘That’s why I need it”).
In December, with the cooperation of the Reading Rotary Club, we
had a Fine Free Week, which brought back over 200 items with an
estimated value of over $5,000. However, this is a small portion of the
overdue materials lost to the collection, and an occasional fine free period
is not the solution. This is an area that must receive attention in the near
future.
Reports, paperwork and even policy continue to be affected by
increased regulation by the Board of Library Commissioners through its
Administrative office. Free use by non-residents remains a condition for
state aid (37 1/2 cents per capita or $8,452 for Reading), and
qualification for state aid is a condition for receiving federal aid through
LSCA grants. This year the requirement of “filing an annual report” was
interpreted to include any information requested by the Commissioners
with sixty days notice and is not limited to a once-a-year report on
meeting minimum standards for library service. Most of the statistics
kept on a monthly basis are designed to meet state requirements for
annual reports. LSCA grants are not available for local needs but to
develop directed programs (i.e. for the deaf, for bilingual, for in-
stitutions, for law collections etc.) and recently have even included lists
from which materials must be selected.
USE:
Overall use of the library continues to be heavy, and in-house use of
materials increases steadily. Although circulation statistics show a
decline, this figure must be viewed in relation to numerous factors. First,
everything from library service to children to the stock market grows and
develops in erratic spurts rather than a straight line. The total picture is
more important than any one peak or valley. For some reason this past
year brought a decline in circulation figures in all surrounding com-
munities — not just in Reading. Locally the situation was undoubtedly
compounded by crowded aisles and unshelved books. Complaints about
inability to find materials reflect user frustrations. Analysis of the
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figures from numerous approaches all reflect the same pattern. Overall
circulation is down but the number of active borrowers increase steadily.
The number of children registered declined slightly but not nearly as
much as might have been expected from declining school enrollments.
Circulation by adults dipped by 4% but the number of registered adult
borrowers increased by nearly 4%. The total number of registered
borrowers has increased 24% in ten years, but the number of adult
borrowers has increased 43%. Clearly more and more of the adult
population is using library service.
Circulation figures record the number of items checked out and the
gate count provides a rough estimate of the number of people actually in
the building on any given day. However nothing documents or records
in-house or telephone use of materials and reference assistance. This is
the aspect of service that is growing most rapidly — and it is an area that
requires the very best in up-to-date information and professional com-
petency. Attention should be given to developing a useful method of
measuring the quantity of in-house use and the quantity and quality of
reference assistance.
SERVICES:
Existing programs have been maintained and developed, but no new
programs have been undertaken. The popularity of the winter Noontime
Book Reviews resulted in a series of noontime movies in March, all on
some aspect of American art and artists. The series was introduced with
a Sunday afternoon program and Open House introducing thirty new
framed prints, all by American artists. This was the first of three
programs for Library Week. Public response to the film series led to a
summer series “Wednesday Night at the Movies.” Attendance varied
from 25 to standing-room -only crowds.
The Children’s Room provided the usual series of story-hours and
added fourteen special programs at the Park or in the Library, three film
programs and one evening of folksingers for children and parents. The
Summer Reading Club read a record number of books while they built a
magnificant castle with towers to reflect books read.
We continue to develop a local history collection. Steps are being
taken to expand the number of old records available on microfilm.
Organization and indexing is improving access to many old records.
Most of this work is being handled by Mrs. Ann Blaisdell, who has in-
dexed Vignettes of Reading History and the Reading Chronicle 1974-
1977 on her own time.
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SCHOOLS:
We continue to provide many services to the schools. The number of
books requested for classroom deposits varies from year to year. The
growth of school libraries and the addition of general materials to their
curriculum resources means as many deposits are requested for special
themes or subjects as for general reading. The Children’s Librarian
continues to give many programs or Book Talks in the schools. This year
there were 55 such visits plus several class trips to the library. The old
program of bringing sixth grade classes to the library was replaced by a
series of visits to the seventh grades by the Young Adult Librarian.
These will continue.
Unfortunately we have had an increasing number of problems with
assignments requiring quantities of specific materials. The basic problem
seems to stem from a lack of familiarity with our resources and facilities
and a lack of a clear understanding of the differing responsibilities of a
school library and the public library. Efforts have been taken to increase
communication between the systems and to develop a new Joint Policy
Statement. These efforts will be continued. This is a area that must
receive attention, for the relationship must not be allowed to deteriorate.
PERSONNEL:
After several years with few staff changes, we had several changes
this year. In June, Catharine Gravel left to return to school. Her position
was not filled. In September, Marie Murphy left to become Assistant
Director in Melrose, and in October, Jean Nyang’ani moved to
Maryland. Their positions were filled by Brian Boutilier and Velda
Model.
As usual the staff contributed to numerous professional activities.
The Director served on the Executive Board of the Eastern Region
Advisory Council and on a special study committee for the Com-
missioners, and also on a program for New England Library Association.
The Assistant Director was active in the Massachusetts Library
Association, and the Children’s Librarian participated in numerous
professional activities, including the Executive Board of the New
England Round Table of Children’s Librarians, giving Story Telling
Workshops for the Round Table, attending the Ohio State University’s
Renaissance Festival as guest storyteller and participating as guest
performer in the N.Y. City summer series of Story-Hours near the Hans
Christian Anderson statue in Central Park.
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION:
Once again we express our appreciation to the many individuals and
organizations in the community who have contributed to library service
with both time and money. The June Book Sale, the numerous public
programs and home delivery service would not be possible without the
Friends of the Library . Holiday decorations and outside floral urns were
provided by the Garden Club, borrower-card protectors by the Reading
Cooperative Bank, bookmarks and book rain bags by the Reading
Savings Bank, and pocket calendars for the Fine Free Week by the
Rotary Club. In addition, 121 books were given by individuals as
memorials to friends or relatives. It is gratifying to see so many in the
community voluntarily recognize and assist with library needs.
Our problems continue. It becomes increasingly difficult to provide
services at a satisfactory level. We are barely holding our own— even
slipping at times. We could not manage as well as we do without the
extraordinary effort and patience of a dedicated staff. However this year
was memorable in that it brought a major breakthrough and first step in
what we trust will be a successful program to provide badly needed new
facilities
.
BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
EDWARD F. FULLER, JR. (1979)
Chairman, effective October 1977
ROBERT J. FIELDS (1978)
Secretary
GEORGE M. RICHARDS (1978)
Chairman, resigned October 1977
ELIA A. DANGLEMAIER (1978)
Appointed October 1977
JANE H. CELEHAR (1980)
Resigned July 1977
STEPHEN G. VIEGAS (1978)
Appointed August 1977
BARBARA E. WINKLER (1979)
WILLIAM H. DIAMOND (1980)
STAFF
December 31, 1977
JOYCE K. MILLER, Director
Wilma J. Lepore
Karen I . Meek
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Assistant Director
Children’s Librarian
Harriett J. Carter
Velda M. Model
Brian G. Boutilier
Alma L. Black
Ann I . Blaisdell
Jeannette F. Warren
Edna M. Shaw
Michele Dodge
Ruth H. Dresser
Louisa LeBaron
Edith M . Bickford
Reginald A. Didham
Gladys R. Ogle
Marilyn A. Parsons
Elaine Singleton
Irene A. Sunbury
Eleanor Zanni
Cataloguer
Reference Librarian
Young Adult Librarian
Circulation Librarian
Library Technician
Library Technician
Part-time Technician
Library Clerk
Library Clerk
Library Clerk
Part-time Clerical
Part-time Clerical
Part-time Clerical
Part-time Clerical
Part-time Clerical
Part-time Clerical
Part-time Clerical
PAGES
Richard P. Fotino, Jr.
James Goddard
Jeffrey Grammer
Alicia M . Lawless
Karen Menard
CUSTODIAN
Louis B . Bacigalupo
APPENDIX A
LIBRARY STATISTICS FOR 1977
Adult Dept. Children’s Dept.
[Includes Young Adult] [Pre-School — Grade 6]
CIRCULATION
Fiction 75,104 46,855
Non-Fiction 72,249 15,076
Periodicals 9,941 689
Phonorecords 8,743 1,237
Films & Filmstrips 261 50
Prints 726 —
Other 531 41
School Loans — 5,079
TOTAL 167,555 69,027
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Total Library Circulation: 1977 236,582
1976 249,493
Non-Resident Circulation: 1977 6,427
(included in total) 1976 6,677
*Per Capita Circulation: 9.8
Per Registered Borrower Circulation : 19.7
Inter-Library Loan: Borrowed — 137 Loaned — 149
^Population as of Dec. 23, 1976: 24,145
1976 [290 days] 1977 [290 days]
Average Daily Circulation
Adult Department 605 578
Children’s Department 255 238
Total Average Daily
Circulation
860 816
REGISTERED BORROWERS
Adult 6,353 6,600
Young Adult 2,592 2,321
Children 2,732 2,599
Non-Resident 499 482
Total Registered
Borrowers
12,176 12,002
Number of Hours Library is open each week
Winter Schedule Summer Scl
Adult Department 68 1/2 60
Children’s Department 57 1/2 49
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APPENDIX B
LIBRARY RESOURCES
Adult Children’s Total
Dept. Dept.
Books. Dec. 31, 1976
Books Added
58,783 15,922 74,505
Fiction 946 631 1,577
Non-Fiction 3,122 630 3,752
Young Adult 418 — 418
Total 4.486 1,261 5,747
Gifts & Memorials (included above) : 121
Books Rebound: 341
Books Withdrawn
Adult 2,224
Young Adult 421
Total 2,645 1,103 3,748
Net Increase 1,999
Books. Dec. 31, 1977 60,624 16,080 76,704*
Non-book Material. Dec. 31, 1977
Pamphlets
Phonorecords
Frained Prints
Mounted Pictures
Filmstrips
Newspapers
Periodicals
Microfilm (reels)
Cassettes
2,190
3,503
133
6,496
302
13 (5 daily, 8 weekly)
285
920
156
*This figure does not include 1,405 paperback volumes and 181 popular
phonorecords for young adults which do not go through the normal
cataloging procedures.
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Report of the
Conservation Commission
On February 15, 1977, the Conservation Commission reorganized
with Lynn Stasz and Thomas Riley accepting the positions of Co-
chairmen. Two new members were welcomed during the year, Mrs. Sally
Hoyt and Mr. Laurier Beaulieu. Withdrawing from the Commission were
R. Gary Gilbert and James R. Boucher, both of whom contributed much
time and energy to the community through their efforts on the Com-
mission. Patricia Trombly, a geologist with experience in environmental
planning, joined the staff as Conservation Administrator.
Regular meetings were held on Monday evenings. Additional
evening and week-end meetings were necessary to accomplish an in-
creased workload and to perform field inspections pursuant to the
Commission’s regulatory authority.
Recognizing the fact that many regional and state planning efforts
could establish policies which would directly impact Reading, the
Commission through its members and staff participated on a number of
committees and studies. Among these were the Massachusetts
Association of Conservation Commissions, the Route 129 Working
Committee, the Division of Water Pollution Control Ipswich River
Study, the M.A.P.C. Water Quality Studies for the Ipswich, Saugus,
and Mystic River Systems. In association with the Board of Public
Works, the Commission continues to participate in the North Reading
Drinkwater case.
The responsibilities of the Reading Conservation Commission as
established by the General Laws of the Commonwealth are the promotion
and development of the natural resources and the protection of the
watershed resources of the community. Two major programs have been
established to accomplish these duties: the Resource Regulatory
Program and the Land Acquisition and Development Program.
RESOURCE REGULATORY PROGRAM
Under the provisions of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act, all activities within and adjacent to wetlands and lands subject to
flooding must receive a permit from the Commission. During 1977,
twenty-five cases were considered under this statute. Of these, five
involved appeals and further litigations with the State Department of
Environmental Quality Engineering. Three of the appeals were with-
drawn leaving the Commission’s permit standing, a fourth resulted in the
issuance of a superseding Order by the State. No action has been taken
on the fifth appeal.
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A review of the Wetlands cases of the past five years evidences two
trends. Projects are of a larger scope and diversity, multi-lot sub-
divisions in contrast with the single lot development of previous years,
expanded Public Works sewerage and drainage programs, and com-
mercial and utility development. With the declining availability of
buildable land, the pressure for development of marginal parcels has
increased. The responsibilities of the Administrator’s position have
expanded to include technical review of proposals and inspection of
works in progress.
Referrals pertaining to the location and delineation of the Reading
Flood Plain and Wetlands District zones, together with inquiries from
banks, insurance agencies, and the public regarding the HUD Flood
Hazard boundaries, are received and processed through the Commission
staff.
LAND ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Based on the recommendations established in the 1976 Conservation
Plan, the 1977 program focussed on the densely populated southern
section of the community. Analysis of the available open land within this
area together with consideration of the recommendations outlined in the
Board of Public Works Parks and Recreation Study (December 1976)
resulted in the request to the Annual Town Meeting for the purchase and
development of Pinevale Park, a 14 acre tract off Pinevale and Percy
Avenues. The first phase of this project, acquisition was accomplished.
Through the State Self-Help program, fifty percent of the purchase price
will be reimbursed to the Town. Additional reimbursement funds from
the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund are being pursued.
Plans and cost estimates for the development phase have been
assembled to present to the Town meeting. Geared to providing open
space and recreational opportunities for the entire family, the proposal
details a skating pond, jogging trails, a bikeway, an open play area, and
nature study stations which may be utilized by the area schools.
Other Town Meeting actions pertaining to land acquisition included
the transfer of a small section of Timbemeck Swamp from Commission
custody to the Board of Public Works for a sewerage pumping station
site; and, the transfer of a parcel of tax title land within Cedar Swamp to
the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission.
During 1977, the Town received $34,223.86 in reimbursement funds
through the Self-Help Program for the Englund and Cedar Swamp
acquisition.
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The Town has acquired parcels significant to the protection of water
supply and flood control. Although these critical functions must be the
primary consideration, a number of areas can be utilized for more active
uses without diminishing these natural values.
During the summer, under the supervision of a CETA employee, the
S.P.E.D.Y. Youth Corps, organized by the Reading Youth Office, ac-
complished extensive work on the Bare Meadow and Kurchian Woods
properties. These youngsters repaired and maintained the boardwalks
and trails. Restoration of the Bare Meadow fields which had begun to
reforest was begun.
The Community Gardens at Bare Meadow produced an abundance
of vegetables and flowers. Under the Chairmanship of Walter Matson of
the Community Gardens Association, this project has expanded in
response to an increased citizen interest.
Preliminary work was begun on the establishment of a bikeway
system. Carol White, research assistant, assembled information on
bikeway construction and possible funding sources. With the en-
couragement and assistance of the Board of Selectmen, a “Bike Safety
Clinic” was run by Ms. White. Over 300 youngsters and adults par-
ticipated in this program. Special thanks are extended to Safety Officer
Joseph 'Cormier for his advice and assistance.
Under the direction of Carole Palmunen, environmental intern, a
summer education program was conducted. Open to Reading youth, ages
nine to twelve, this program included nature study and bike trips to the
Town Forest and Conservation areas.
The continued efforts of the Reading Scouts are again appreciated.
Trail clearing at the Thelin Bird Sanctuary, signs for Kurchian Woods
and Bare Meadow, and a trail guide for Kurchian Woods were the result
of these volunteer efforts.
In August, the Commission was awarded a $800 grant from the
Middlesex Conservation District to develop a Water Conservation
Education Program. This grant will be utilized in developing an
educational package of six lectures with slides and other resource
material to identify water as a prime natural resource, substantiate the
need for its protection and proper utilization, and illustrate practical
methods for conservation on an individual level.
The Commission’s work in all areas has expanded. Development of
marginal areas requires thorough and expert review. Land management
programs have been established to provide expanded open space and
recreational opportunities for the citizens. Participation in regional
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activities has increased. Cooperative efforts with other Town agencies
such as the Board of Selectmen. Board of Public Works, Planning Board,
have evidenced the needs of the citizens and the long-range planning
necessary to meet these needs.
The Commission looks forward to continued participation with its
colleagues on other Town Boards and Committees in working toward a
high quality of life for the community. It also recognizes that this cannot
be accomplished without the efforts of individual citizens, clubs, and
organizations whose support and assistance has proved invaluable in the
past.
Respectfully submitted,
MR. THOMAS RILEY
MRS. LYNN STASZ
MRS. NANCY ANDERSON
MR. LAURIER BEAULIEU
MR. HENRY FIENEMANN
MRS. SALLY HOYT
MRS. JEAN WESTWATER
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Report of the Housing Authority
The Reading Housing Authority’s Housing for the Elderly Project,
consisting of 80 units on Frank D. Tanner Drive has now completed its
11th year in the management phase.
The Reading Board of Assessors again granted the Authority a tax
exemption on this property for the year 1976.
In the Fall of 1976, the Authority had become aware of the plans
of McNeil Associates of Westwood to build a 120 unit low income
complex on North Main Street. Representatives of that company at-
tended a regular meeting of the Board to give them first hand in-
formation about their proposed project. Now, in February of 1977, they
returned to an Authority meeting to give them an up-date of their
current plans. It was explained that after further study of the layout of
the land in question, it was decided to build only 114 units for the elderly
who are of low and moderate income. The Authority gave this project
their support since it would greatly alleviate the long waiting list that the
Authority is carrying for their elderly project.
At the Annual Meeting in April, the Authority elected the following
officers for the ensuing year:
Mr. Philip R. White, Jr. — Chairman
Mr. Edouard N. Dube’ — Vice-Chairman
Mr. Charles Stratton — Treasurer
Mr. Richard S. Dempster — Asst. Treasurer
Mr. Frank J. Johnson, Jr. — Asst. Secretary
and Mrs. Janet Pierce was appointed Executive Director and therefore,
also Secretary of the Authority, in accordance with the By-Laws.
A few major improvements were made to the Project in the Spring.
On the recommendation of the Reading Fire Department and the
Authority’s Fire Alarm Service Company, additional heat detectors were
installed in the Recreation and Office Building, and inside alarm bells
added in each apartment building which previously had only outside
bells. Also, landscaping work was done throughout the area, bringing
the project’s grounds to original standards.
The most important decision of this year for the Authority was to
cancel a Contract with the Town of Reading for the administration of the
federally -funded Section 8 Program which subsidizes the rents of low-
income people in privately-owned apartments. Since the Program began
in December of 1975 with 33 units, it had grown to include 55 units and
worked well for both the landlords and the tenants of lower income.
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However, the Authority felt that they would be more closely involved in
the administration of the Program if it were handled through their office
at Frank D. Tanner Drive. They engaged a consulting firm known as
Dave Scott, Inc. of Wilmington which is performing the administrative
work involved with this program under supervision of the Authority who
is the policy-making Board.
On November 1, 1977, all material and paperwork relative to this
Program were delivered to the Authority’s office by Town personnel and
at this time, the administrative transition is still in process. However,
the Authority is confident and optimistic for the future of this Program
in Reading.
Meanwhile, activites among the tenants at the Authority’s Housing
for the Elderly Project, "Tannerville”, continue to enhance the lives of
those living there, as well as Reading’s Senior Citizens who participate in
the recreational events held at the Project. The ever-present feeling of
security and contentment in the development is a truly rewarding ex-
perience to those of us involved.
Respectfully submitted,
JANET PIERCE,
Executive Director and Secretary
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Report of the
Contributory Retirement Board
Board of Selectmen,
Reading, Mass.
Dear Sirs:
Enclosed is a copy of the financial statement for the Reading
Contributory Retirement System for the calendar year ending December
31, 1977.
Yours truly,
READING CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT BOARD
RAPHAEL W. MCDONALD
Secretary
Statement of Financial Condition
Reading Contributory Retirement
System at December 31, 1977.
Assets:
Bonds
Bank Stock
Deposits on interest
Cash
Accrued Interest
Certificate of Deposit
$2,756,756.00
361,644.50
50,000.00
43,458.80
58,369.92
201,050.00
$3,471,279.22
Liabilities
:
Annuity Savings Fund 2,186,838.98
Annuity Reserve Fund 701,644.61
Special Military Service Fund 2,437.55
Pension Fund 571,227.67
Expense Fund 8,981.27
Workman’s Comppensation Fund 149.14
$3,471,279.22
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditures
for the year ending December 31, 1977.
Cash Balance January 1, 1977
Receipts
:
Investments
Investment Income
Contributed by Members
Pension Fund
Town Appropriation
Light Department
Housing Authority
From other cities and towns
Expense Fund
Credit-from 1976
$579.76
1,252,088.23
238,718.78
259,818.04
482,165.85
94,304.15
2,530.00
411.81
14,700.00
527.37
Total Receipts $2,345,843.99
Expenditures:
Investments $1,568,097.73
Accrued Interest 3,309.29
Expenses Paid 12,437.20
Reimbursement to other cities & towns 1,138.44
Refunds from Annuity Reserve 6,740.07
Annuities Paid 6 1 ,899 .84
Pensions Paid 637,366.30
Refunds-Members withdrawn
from system 11,396.32
Total Expenditures $2,302,385.19
Cash Balance December 31, 1977 43,458.80
192
ANNUAL REPORT
of
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
of
the Town of
Reading, Massachusetts
For the year ending
DECEMBER 31, 1977
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IN MEMORIAM
Ara A. Karakashian
1960-1977
1954-1960
Principal, Reading Memorial High School
Director of Guidance
David L. Castine
Guidance Counselor, Reading Memorial High School 1970-1977
English Teacher, A. W. Coolidge Jr. High School 1967-1970
William E. O’Keefe
Social Worker/Adjustment Counselor, Pupil Services 1974-1977
School Adjustment Counselor 1957-1974
Grade 6 Teacher, Pearl St. and Highland Schools 1954-1957
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RETIREMENTS
Teaching Staff
Mr. Willis E. Anderson Social Studies
Reading Memorial High School — 1955 - 1977
Miss Helen R. Knight English
Walter S. Parker Junior High School — 1946 - 1977
Custodial Staff
Mr. Richard L. Bailey, Sr.
Pearl Street School, Birch Meadow School,
Arthur W. Coolidge Junior High School — 1958 - 1977
Cafeteria Staff
Mrs. Lois M. Piper
Pearl Street School — 1947 - 1951
Supervisor — 1951 - 1977
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Mrs. Mary Jolene Guerra, Chairman
126 Belmont Street
Mr. Eugene R. Nigro, Vice-chairman
11 Middlesex Avenue
Mr. Paul E. Landers
35 Hemlock Road
Mr. W. Bruce MacDonald
67 Prospect Street
Mr. Louis Martinage
41 Harvard Street
Mrs. Margaret Russell
91 Spruce Road
Term expires 1978
Term expires 1979
Term expires 1980
Term expires 1978
Term expires 1979
Term expires 1980
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Robert S. Wells 19 Oak Street
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Assistant Superintendents
Dr. Robert J. Munnelly, Instruction & Personnel
Mr. Ronald A. Winslow, Business
40 Winter Street
Nahant, MA 01908
44 Oak Ridge Road
SCHOOL COMMITTEE OFFICE
34 Gould Street
Office Hours — Monday through Friday — 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 1977
To the Citizens of Reading:
There were many important issues to be identified and challenges to
be addressed during 1977 as we moved forward in our continuing effort to
improve our educational programs in Reading. Let’s glance back over
these past twelve months and highlight some of those key issues which
challenged our Board.
Redistricting of elementary students generated a great deal of
thoughtful and sensitive planning as 1977 marked the beginning of our
three phase plan for closing schools in response to the significant decline
in pupils in the Town. Phase One, which got underway in September,
closed down Prospect Street School and redistricted some neighborhood
attendance zones from Eaton, Pearl Street, and Barrows Schools to other
schools. In preparation for the transfer of students, orientation sessions
were held during May and June for the children and their parents. School
visits were worked out by the reading teachers, guidance counselors,
speech therapists, and resource room specialists to see that the in-
dividual programs developed in one school would be carried over into the
next. With your continued support, Phases Two and Three of this
comprehensive plan will be effectuated in as orderly an approach as
possible.
During the year, the School Committee formally introduced its plan
for the education of the young people of our Town through the publication
of two goals’ booklets incorporating kindergarten through grade 12.
These booklets should assist individual students and their parents in the
educational planning process so as to help every student take full ad-
vantage of the educational opportunities provided by our system. They
also serve as an overview document aimed at expressing the School
Committee’s effort to provide “Educational Opportunity for All.”
Hopefully, you will use these booklets to promote public knowledge and
understanding of the cirriculum goals and programs of the public school
system in our Town.
On a regular basis throughout the months of 1977, the educators on
the staff of our public schools evaluated the results of their programs in
an open forum environment with the Committee, parents, citizens, and
students. By outlining the course objectives, the process used to fulfill
these objectives, the general program offerings, and the evaluation of
results, we are able to ascertain the quality of curricular programs in our
schools. From Physical Education, Business Education, Language Arts,
Elementary Mathematics, Reading to Decisions III or FOCUS at
Reading Memorial High School, these curriculum evaluations, for the
most part, demonstrated that the respective organization accomplished
what it said it would accomplish.
197
In an effort to arouse the interest of citizens in educational affairs
and create unity of action and citizen support upon which the education
of pupils depends, the School Committee supported and encouraged the
formation of a townwide Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) through policy
action. The purpose of this Council is to assist the School Committee by
reviewing and making recommendations on educational programs, the
budget, use of school facilities, giving advice on curricula, student
discipline, vandalism and any other topic of concern to the community.
The School Committee will give full consideration to suggestions from
such Council in order that these citizens may share in the important
decisions for their schools. The CAC will prove to be of immeasurable
assistance to us in striving toward our ultimate goal of formulating
through board policies an educational philosophy which reflects the
needs and desires of the entire community.
The process for evaluating the Superintendent of Schools was vastly
improved during 1977 as we formally adopted a cooperative,
management -by -objective approach to evaluation which we believe will
be quite productive to our school system. Under the provisions
established, the Superintendent will submit near the beginning of the
school year a personalized list of performance aspirations to the Com-
mittee for approval. Evaluation sessions would be conducted on a bi-
annual basis to provide the foundation for a helping relationship focused
on results. At the end of the school year, an annual summary evaluation
on all performance responsibilities would be made. We firmly believe that
the productivity of the Superintendent as well as the School Committee
itself can be positively affected by the use of this constructive evaluation
program/
Responding to the constantly deepening challenge of adapting to
an environment where the allocation of resources is limited, the School
Committee pursued the need for a more effective budgeting process . This
new kind of budgeting need not add heavily to the burdens of budget
-
making. In fact, efficiently planned and properly managed, it should
actually reduce them through the elimination of inconsistencies,
misunderstandings, and insufficient communication. Although some
actual details of implementation were used in 1977, the full potential of
this improved process will not be felt before 1978. Additionally, we
supported the Finance Committee’s request to all Town Boards by
submitting our proposed five-year capital outlay plan in hopes of leveling
capital funding in future years and thereby, stabilize our tax rate.
A thorough needs assessment in electronic data processing for our
entire school system revealed an out-dated approach with gross
deficiencies. On the basis of our need to overcome and eliminate the
inadequacies in our data processing system, the School Committee
approved the replacement of our obsolete machinery with the provision
that the new equipment significantly improve our basic requirements of
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speed, accuracy, flexibility, and economy. Additionally, the new system
must provide for future expansion through increased academic, ad-
ministrative, and business applications.
The METCO Program celebrated its tenth anniversary in the
Reading School System. During this period, the program has expanded
from 9 students attending one school to 87 inner city students in at-
tendance at 7 schools. More importantly, our children as well as all of us
have benefitted in multi-dimensional proportion — socially and
emotionally — which will serve to promote a closer working cooperation
between urban and suburban families.
Policy decisions reached by the School Committee during 1977
included rescinding the tuition charge for the Drive Education Course
conducted on an after-school basis, endorsing the Student Advisory
Council’s proposal to rectify the litter problems on the high school
premises by the lengthening of the homeroom period and the use of that
time for cleanup, and approval of separate job descriptions for Director of
Physical Education and Director of Interscholastic Athletics due to the
complexity, nature, and size of the two programs.
At year-end, negotiations continued with the Reading Teachers’
Association for a new contract beginning with the 1978-1979 School
Year.
Standing on a firm educational foundation as 1977 passes, we await
1978 and the future with eager expectation.
Respectfully submitted,
MRS. MARY JOLENE GUERRA, Chairperson
MR. EUGENE R. NIGRO, Vice Chairperson
MR. PAUL E. LANDERS
MR. W. BRUCE MacDONALD
MR. LOUIS MARTINAGE
MRS. MARGARET RUSSELL
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Committee and the Citizens of Reading:
This appears to be a good year to reflect upon the past. The need of
our people and the Nation as a whole indicates a willingness, yes, even a
desire, to swing back to a more conservative stance in social programs.
The era of massive social experimentation is behind us.
Our local school growth problems in terms of enrollment and new
facilities are also behind us even though they leave us with a different set
of problems to solve.
The loss of our colleague, Ara Karakashian, who served as Principal
for our High School during this period of growth and innovation, gives
one more reason to pause in respect for the monumental burden that was
his responsibility.
Finally, the fact that Town Meeting requested a statistical report for
the past decade that is designed to show the changes in the numbers of
our employees also calls for a quick review of the events that have af-
fected our school system in recent years.
Our schools do reflect the views of society in general and the will of
the people as expressed in legislation at the Federal, State and Local
level. During the past decade our schools have experienced a series of
events ranging from explosive - such as, student unrest triggered by a
series of events ranging from incidents like the Kent State affair and the
bombing of Cambodia - to others, such as, the Civil Rights Movement,
the Equal Rights Movement, a host of Great Society Programs that
involved the first major effort by the Federal Government into Local
Education Governance.
During the same period of time the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts was mandating new programs for local school systems to
adopt - expensive and far-reaching programs, such as the Kindergarten
program mandated in 1973 that forced us to employ eleven (11) ad-
ditional teachers, and to lease three (3) portable classrooms.
This was closely followed by legislation now known as Chapter 766
that dealt with programs for children with Special Needs. This Program
became far more expensive to support than the kindergarten program,
and, in fact, caused us to make significant changes in programs and to
add a significant number of specialists to our staff.
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During this same period of time, precisely 1969-1977, Reading was
experiencing a significant population growth that caused a series of
building programs to be undertaken.
In September of 1969 the J. Warren Killam School opened - giving
the Town an additional twenty-four classrooms that were much needed at
that time. One month later (October 1969) much of the elation for having
relieved our elementary school overcrowding was quickly dissipated
when school officials were informed that the St. Agnes School was
closing its doors in June of 1970. This necessitated the staffing of an
additional 16-room school, now known as the Woburn Street School.
It was in the fall of 1970 that construction began on the Reading
Memorial High School Addition - an addition that was to double the
capacity of that facility to house approximately 2000 students. Our
school population in the fall of 1969 was 5527 - this was to increase by 450
students to 5977 in 1970 due to the closing of the St. Agnes School. In
1973, the year we initiated Kindergartens, our enrollment peaked at 6231
students. We are now in a period of declining enrollment and had 5617
students as of October 1, 1977. Two schools have already closed - Lowell
Street and Prospect Street Schools - and the Woburn Street School is
scheduled to close in the Spring of 1979.
Increasing enrollments to declining enrollments - the need for more
facilities to surplus facilities - a teacher shortage to a teacher surplus - all
in a decade!
Many significant program changes have occurred - more elective
courses for our High School youth and more students taking more
courses than they did.
Youngsters with serious disabilities - physical, mental, emotional,
and multihandicapped from age 3 to 21 - are now being educated in public
schools to give them better opportunities and a better life.
These are the highlights of the past ten years - frustrating,
exhausting, confusing and expensive - but, in the final analysis, each of
them represents the kind of change that a free and democratic society
struggles with continuously in the hope that each succeeding generation
will be the beneficiary!
The following report was requested and voted upon at the Reading
Town Meeting of November 14, 1977:
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GUIDANCE
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$14,388.
(1
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FURTHER EXPLANATION
a. FRINGE BENEFITS: The only FRINGE BENEFITS are Blue
Cross-Blue Shield, Town Insurance, and Contributory Retirement for
non-professionals
.
BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD Individual coverage = $24.07
per month; Family coverage = $60.35 per month.
TOWN INSURANCE = $1.08 per month on $2,000. basic life
insurance policy. Town pays nothing on optional insurance.
RETIREMENT; Town makes no contribution to the TEACHERS’
RETIREMENT FUND which is 5% State Funded. Non -professional
staff = 5% of each employee’s salary hired before January 1, 1975. 7%
of each employee’s salary hired after January 1, 1975.
*b. DIRECTORS: In 1969 one person served as our Director of Physical
Education and Athletics.
At present we have one person serving as Director of Physical
Education with some physical education teaching duties. Our present
Director of Athletics teaches 3 classes of mathematics daily.
*c. KINDERGARTENS: A State mandated program as of 1973. We
added 11 Kindergarten Classrooms, but hired only 6 additional teachers
— in effect, a drop of 5 classrooms Grades 1-6.
*d. CLASSROOM TEACHERS:
Reading Memorial High School — 9th Grade ADDED in 1970.
1969-70 1977-78 Difference
Classroom teachers 62 83 + 21
Junior High Schools — 9th Grade left in 1970.
1969-70 1977-78 Difference
Classroom teachers 56 48 -8
Elementary Schools: WOBURN
1970 ( + 16 classrooms).
STREET SCHOOL ADDED in
Classroom teachers
:
1969-70 1977-79 Difference
Barrows . 14 12 -2
Birch Meadow . .18 16 -2
Eaton . .18 17 -1
Highland . .13 12 -1
Killam . 20 19 -1
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Pearl 18 17 -1
Woburn 0 14 +14
Lowell 4 0 —4
Prospect 4 0 —4
LOWELL STREET SCHOOL CLOSED IN 1976
PROSPECT ST. SCHOOL CLOSED IN 1977
SIX CLASSROOMS AT WOBURN STREET TO BE
CLOSED IN 1978.
*e. SPECIAL NEEDS: Chapter 766, a State mandated program,
initiated in September 1974.
*f. FOCUS PROGRAM: This program initiated in September 1976 was a
3-year grant funded by the Federal Government for a total of $84,000. At
the completion of three years, funding will be the responsibility of the
Reading School Department.
*g. MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT: carpenter/maintenance — this
man’s salary is offset by fewer small jobs being contracted out.
*h. CAFETERIA WORKERS: Salaries paid from income received from
meals
.
ALL OF THE SALARIES LISTED THAT ARE NOT
FEDERALLY FUNDED, NOR 100% SUBSIDIZED BY THE STATE,
SUCH AS, METCO AND SPECIAL NEEDS, ARE SUBSIDIZED BY
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS FOR AP-
PROXIMATELY 25% OF THE TOTAL THROUGH CHAPTER 70
FUNDS.
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERTS. WELLS
Superintendent of Schools
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The enrollment of the Public Schools as of October 3, 1977, was
5617. In addition, there were 90 students from Reading enrolled in
Grades 9 through 12 at Austin Preparatory School for Boys, making the
total school population in Reading as of October 3, 1977, 5707. There
were also 88 boys and girls enrolled in Grades 9 through 12 at the Nor-
theast Metropolitan Regional Vocational School.
ENROLLMENT STATISTICS
Six -Year Summary of Public School Enrollment
Grade 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
K 403 412 338 345 302
1 453 446 438 440 402 390
2 487 456 451 424 419 402
3 499 481 461 436 417 403
4 543 509 487 466 438 412
5 489 542 497 486 453 443
6 532 483 547 489 486 455
7 532 539 486 547 486 481
8 526 532 537 486 540 483
9 462 476 482 483 441 472
10 468 446 481 470 469 439
11 446 450 437 463 448 453
12 418 425 439 415 430 429
Special Needs 39 36 32 30 43 53
Class for Deaf 7 7 6 5 0 0
5901 6231 6193 6038 5817 5617
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REPORT FROM THE ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
FOR
CURRICULUM
Extensive, in-depth evaluations of four curriculum programs in the
Reading Public Schools were conducted this past year. Written reports
giving the assessments in some detail have been prepared and are
available for study by the citizens. In short form, here are some of the
results:
Business Education
The performance of Reading students who take occupational skill
courses is high; the group of courses which introduce students to
American business and its practices do meet the needs of students. Some
concern was expressed about the present quality of our data-processing
course.
Physical Education
Overall, the picture of physical education in the Reading school
system is encouraging although areas needing improvement were in-
dentified. Students at the elementary and junior high school level show
high performance in physical fitness tests, motor development activities
and knowledge of high-organization game rules and procedures. For
example, 90% surpass minimum physical fitness standards. However, at
12th grade only 63% of the females and 70% of the males were attaining
minimum standards.
Language Arts — Writing
Our staff made an effort to assess the writing attainments of our
students. The State of Massachusetts data on Writing of 9-year olds and
17-year olds was used as a base for comparing the performance of
Reading students.
On the whole, our students did better than comparable students in
the State and in residential suburban communities similar to Reading.
Our faculties, however, are far from impressed with the performance and
have recommended that we continue to seek improvements in the general
writing competence of our students.
Reading
Reading students in their performance on national achievement
tests and on the Massachusetts Reading Assessment exceeded by a wide
margin the averages for the state and the nation. Even in comparison
with students in residential suburbs in Massachusetts, our students
compare most favorably. The scores indicate that on the whole the
215
Town’s reading is on very sure ground, however there is a question raised
by the data. The very favorable difference between Reading’s scores and
those of other communities in the Northeast decreases as the age of
students increases. Our studies to date show this to be a pattern of many
other Massachusetts communities in comparison with data from other
states in New England and in the rest of the country.
Changes in Program Leadership
During this past year, the School Committee appointed Marc
Alterio to be Director of Physical Education for the Reading Public
Schools. Marc has experience as director of physical education in Newton
and is an official in the Mass. Association for Health, Physical Education
and Recreation. John Hollingsworth, longtime coach at R.M.H.S., took
over as Athletic Director. Dr. Pamela Almeida, formerly the director of
language arts in Arlington, became Director of Reading for the school
system. Kaidi Bowden, who taught in East Africa before earning her
Master’s degree, joined the staff as coordinator of the METCO program.
All of these major appointments were preceded by intensive effort by
selection committees made up of classroom teachers, specialists, and
building administrators. The committees, as a working process, win-
nowed the corps of candidates down to a group of finalists from which the
appointments were made. This careful process insures a high quality
person in the leadership of our curriculum programs.
216
ANNUAL REPORT 1977 — 1978
DEPARTMENT OF PUPIL SERVICES
This past year has been one of continued achievement. At the
secondary level a series of inservice training programs were planned and
implemented by Ms. Morrison, Ms. Duvinsky, and Ms. Mosher for
regular classroom teachers. In a continuing effort to support the value of
mainstream placement, grant funds were obtained to implement
classroom support services. With the direct support of grant funds Ms.
Margo Vangeli and Ms. Diana King, counselor-psychologists, were
assigned to Highland School, Parker Jr. High, and Coolidge Jr. High.
This has resulted in further program flexibility for students, parents, and
staff. We are of the opinion that the increase in our program flexibility
will further decrease our reliance on out -of-district placements. More
importantly, we believe that we can deliver superior programs for those
students who require intensive support and assistance.
The Focus Program, at Reading Memorial High School, continues
to provide program flexibility in meeting the educational needs of various
youths. Forty students are currently enrolled in the program. Through
the provision of a core curricula, combined with a career education/work
study component, the Focus program is fulfilling the expectations of
students, teachers, administrators, and others directly involved in the
program. The program offers an intensive core educational experience for
all students, while encouraging the pursuit of mainstream courses at
Reading Memorial High School. We view Focus as a valuable part of the
programs and services currently available for high school students.
Guidance and Psychological Services consisted of a variety of ac-
tivities and undertakings during the past year. At the high school active
planning was conducted for the Decisions II Course which will provide all
sophomores with a guided learning experience in career exploration and
education
Our speech and language program has placed an increased emphasis
on developing services based within the regular classroom. In addition,
through outside grant funds, the School Department has been able to
maintain intensive therapy services for severely communication-disabled
students.
The Health Department conducted state-mandated health
screenings throughout the year. The nursing staff was also available to
deal with emergency health conditions and traumas.
The SEEM collaborative provides intensive classroom programs for
students who encounter major difficulties in learning within typical
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classroom structures. We have increased the scope of work study, pre-
vocational, and vocational offerings available to students with severe
special needs. This area of program development has been made possible
through the acquisition of a three-year grant award to the seven-town
SEEM collaborative. In addition, a continuing inservice program has
been conducted throughout the school year. The inservice program
brings together teachers from various participating SEEM communities
to mutually share and participate in staff development activities.
This year marks the debut of a pre-school class in the Reading
Public Schools. Twelve children, aged 3 to 6, are attending half day
sessions at the Barrows School. These children reside in the SEEM
Collaborative communities
,
and are receiving special need services under
the new Federal Law (PL 94-142) and the Massachusetts Chapter 766.
The pre-school program is both diagnostic and remedial in nature
and the children’s capabilities and needs cover a wide range. The most
important skills the children learn are cooperative play and appropriate
school behavior, with a heavy stress on independent functioning. Areas
of instruction include self-help, communication, motor, and readiness
skills. In addition, the children enjoy typical pre-school activities such as
painting, rhythm band, and block building.
On the direct community level, the School Department has been
involved in the Eastern Middlesex Area Planning Team which includes
representatives from other state and local human service agencies.
Through such participation, we hope to be able to influence the direction
of policy-making so that public schools will receive increased direct
program support from human service agencies.
In closing, we note the loss of three colleagues and friends. Mr. Ara
Karakashian, principal of Reading Memorial High School, and Mr. Dave
Castine, Guidance Counselor of Reading Memorial High School, were
colleagues who continuously offered support, direction, and en-
couragement to those they came in contact with. Mr. Bill O’Keefe
worked in the Department of Pupil Services as our school adjustment
counselor and Community Liaison. His concern for youth found ex-
pression in a creative and vigorous marshalling of community and
agency support to meet the needs of youth. During his long tenure in
Reading Public Schools, Mr. Bill O’Keefe was a continuing source of help
for students, parents, teachers, and others throughout the school and the
community. He will be missed.
Respectfully submitted,
ALEX ALEXANIAN
Pupil Services Department
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
ANNUAL REPORT
Curriculum study is an ongoing process in the Reading Public
Schools. Every staff member has the responsibility for studying the
effect of the curriculum and progress on the students.
As part of an overall curriculum study, a close look was taken at the
status of the present elementary school mathematics program. This
assessment was carried out in three steps:
a. The Massachusetts Mathematics Assessment Test, 1974*1975,
was administered to 25 fourth graders and 25 sixth graders in each of our
seven elementary schools and the results were tabulated and compared to
the scores of suburban Massachusetts fourth graders.
b. A questionnaire was prepared and presented to classroom
teachers, grades K-6.
c. Interviews were conducted with elementary principals and junior
high math department heads.
The Massachusetts Mathematics Assessment Test results indicated
that, as would be expected, our sixth grade students scored considerably
higher than either the suburban Massachusetts fourth graders or our
own fourth graders . It also indicated that our local fourth graders scored
higher than the suburban Massachusetts scores in five of eight
categories
.
The teacher questionnaire, and principals and department head
interviews provided positive feed-back in the main. Our present math
texts, Addison-Wesley Publishers, are satisfactory at present time.
Supplementary materials and texts are also used and as long as they are
evaluated and updated periodically, they should continue to be
satisfactory.
Children moving from elementary to junior high school have a good
knowledge of mathematical concepts. There was no one area that stood
out as being distinctly weak.
While there were no serious areas of concern indicated by the needs
report, the following recommendations were submitted:
1. Staff members should have results of assessment test and
questionnaire made available to them.
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2.
A committee be formed to:
a. examine supplementary math materials and manipulatives
available commercially,
b. develop a curriculum guide/scope and sequence chart.
3. Administrative decision must be made as to our approach to metrics.
4. Instruction should be provided classroom teachers in means of
working with special needs children in the regular classroom.
TITLE I PROGRAM
Commencing September 20, 1977, the Town of Reading began its
third academic year Title I program, entitled “Mission Success ’77—
’18”. Funded by the federal government under the Elementary and
Secondary Acts of 1965, “Mission Success” budget entitlement was
$59,966.58.
These funds are being used for supplemental educational programs
in four target schools — Highland, Pearl Street, Woburn Street and
Reading Memorial High School.
An added dimension to “Mission Success ’ll— ’18” during this
academic year was the implementation of a Reading Skills Instructional
Specialist at Reading Memorial High School. Dealing with referred
students in grades 9 and 10, the Instructional Specialist sees students in
small group ratios approximately three periods per week. Two periods
deal with individualized instruction and the third relates these skills to
the students content areas. Students also receive additional service on a
volunteer basis before and after the regular school hours.
STANDARDIZED TESTING
This past year there has been a re-examination of the standardized
testing program conducted in the Reading Public School System. Ad-
ministrators, teachers, department heads, guidance personnel, and other
professional staff members have studied the standardized testing
program and have made revisions which give promise of improving and
updating our testing program.
Standardized testing which gives a nation-wide base of comparison
assists us to assess individual student and program needs.
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The information gathered through our standardized testing program
will be a valuable supplement to local assessment and evaluation
procedures conducted through the school system.
Reading’s plan for standardized testing program is as follows:
Grade Two Stanford Achievement Test and
Otis-Lennon Test of Mental Ability
Grade Three Stanford Diagnostic Tests of
Reading and Math
Grade Four Stanford Achievement Test
Grade Five Stanford Diagnostic Tests of
Reading and Math
Grade Six Stanford Achievement Tests and
Otis-Lennon Tests of Mental Ability
Grade Eight Differential Aptitude Test
Stanford Achievement Test
Grade Nine Otis-Lennon Test of Mental Ability
Grade Ten California Occupational Preference Survey
Grade Eleven Strong Campbell Interest Inventory
SUMMER SCHOOL - 1977
Reading’s summer school program for 1977 was conducted for five
weeks. The program, with a staff of 21 professionals and 2 aides, served
approximately 650 children through a well-balanced variety of courses
designed to benefit both elementary and secondary school students by
providing for maintenance of skills, make-up credit, and enrichment.
One of the programs is worth special mention. The Music Workshop
was held at the high school and was a fine experience for the participants.
The music the kids were exposed to was of high quality. The workshop
was divided into four sections: two instrumental, one vocal, and one lab
for exploration. The majority of students participated in two or more
sections.
Students from the workshop played in concert for Reading’s senior
citizens during one of the Council on Aging-sponsored summer
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programs. It was an enjoyable evening for both groups. Another concert
which featured the organ in the Church of the Good Shepherd was a
unique experience for the students and an entertaining evening for the
audience.
As a grand finale, a public concert was given at the high school
auditorium the evening of July 28 . Both instrumental groups and a Jazz
group which grew out of the lab section performed delightfully and the
Trial by Jury” done by the vocal group was a huge success. The several
hundred people in the audience had a very enjoyable evening.
Respectfully submitted
HERBERT BARON
DONALD B. FARNHAM
PAUL A. GUERRETTE
JOHN F. MORABITO
DENNIS F. MURPHY
CHARLES N. PAPANDREOU
ELIZABETH A. TWOMEY
DONALD WELFORD, Title I
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JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL REPORT
The past school year was somewhat typical in that many varied
developments occurred at the two junior high schools. There was
evidence of change and growth mixed with a determination to retain
some tried and true practices.
There were a number of developments that are worth noting:
1. Members of Parker Junior High’s Credo Club were again awarded
medals by the Freedom Foundation of Valley Forge for their efforts.
2. The Credo Club has been renamed the American Heritage Club and
Coolidge Junior High has formed a like group under the direction of
Jennifer Lindquist.
3. A week -long Career Awareness program was successfully conducted
at Coolidge with many townspeople helping to create a rich op-
portunity for students.
4. Mrs. Margo Vangeli, a clinical psychologist, was hired to serve both
junior highs with funding made possible by a federal grant. Her
presence will reduce the case load of the present guidance counselors
and adds an additional dimension of service capability.
5. Last year marked the full implementation of the Homeroom
Guidance Program at Parker with positive results. It emphasizes the
personal management and development of students and is designed
to assist students through the difficult early -teen years.
The staff at Coolidge has been working during the past year to
develop its own response to the concerns of young people.
6. Both schools initiated more comprehensive orientation programs for
incoming students and parents last year. A variety of activities was
conducted to reduce the transition difficulties as students move from
elementary to junior high school.
Both schools continue to emphasize the development of students’
basic skills in an atmosphere that is orderly and marked by extensive
staff and student interaction.
There has been a major focus on curriculum evaluation consistent
with the effort going on throughout the school system. Each year
different subject areas are subjected to intensive scrutiny as part of a
long range plan.
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The past year was also marked by the retirement of Miss Helen
Knight, English Department Head at Parker, after many productive
years in Reading. We hope she enjoys the many happy and healthy years
of retirement that she deserves after giving so much to the youth of our
town.
In closing we wish to recognize the outstanding work of our
custodians. Visitors rarely fail to comment favorably on the cleanliness
and general appearance of our schools.
We also wish to thank the many parents who have given freely of
their time and energy. The support and assistance of so many fine people
contribute greatly to the pleasure and satisfaction of working in Reading.
Thank you.
ALBERT A. LAHOOD, Principal
Coolidge Jr. High
JOHN D. DELANEY, Principal
Parker Jr. High
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
READING MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL FOR 1977—1978
During 1977, considerable progress was made in advancing those
educational programs that were planned and prepared earlier and
initiated in 1976. The Focus program, the alternative school-within-a-
school, has been in existence for almost a year and a half and appears to
be well on the way to becoming a permanent dimension of the school.
According to plan, enrollment in the Focus program was increased to 35
in February and to 40 in September. Miss Iris Adler was added to the
staff as the career education teacher-counselor. Enrollment will rise to 45
in February 1978 and ultimately to about 55 or 60 by September 1979.
The Decisions III program was introduced as a full-year
requirement of all juniors in September 1977 and appears to be fulfilling
our expectations as a needed and welcomed addition to the curriculum.
Thanks to the efforts and the enthusiasm of the teachers who helped plan
and develop curricular materials and methods over several years, the
program is operating smoothly.
Curricular materials for the Decisions II course which will be
required of all sophomores beginning in September 1978, were developed
during the summer and will be developed further this summer.
For a variety of cogent reasons, the weekly schedule of class
meetings was changed from the traditional five-day cycle to a six-day
cycle without causing any consternation. Students and teachers en-
countered no difficulties in identifying days by number rather than by
names. Among the benefits of moving from the five-day cycle to a six-
day cycle were: equalization of class meetings for minor subjects, im-
proved teacher and student assignments for all physical education
classes, and added flexibility in scheduling laboratory periods for
sciences and industrial arts.
The study of our grading policies and practices led to a method of
weighting grades that should encourage able students to elect the most
demanding and rigorous courses without fear of being put to a disad-
vantage when grade point averages and rank-in-class are computed. One
desirable feature of the present practice is to provide the opportunity for
any student in any subject to contract for extra weighting with the
approval of his teacher, department head and assistant principal.
Formal mid-year and final examinations were conducted over a four
day period near the end of each semester with two-hour examinations in
major subjects scheduled each morning and afternoon, and two one-hour
examinations in subjects meeting three or fewer times each week
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scheduled for each morning and afternoon. Students were required to
attend school only to take examinations. Most teachers and serious
students expressed satisfaction over the formal examination schedule
and this program will be continued.
The outdoor smoking area experiment is still continuing with erratic
cooperation on the part of smokers who utilize the areas. The smoking
area outside the foyer in front of the girls’ gymnasium is seldom kept as
clean as it should be, and many of the smokers who use this area do not
deposit their butts in the containers that are provided. Occasionally
graffiti appears in the area and none of the smokers seems willing to
accept any responsibility for preventing this condition or correcting it
when it does occur. All too often, despite regular reminders and war-
nings, the doors leading into the lobby are kept open. The glass in the
trophy case in the lobby has been broken and removed and graffiti mars
the cork board on the interior of the case. Temporary shut-downs of
smoking areas bring about short-term improvements that may become
cumulative in time.
The smoking area outside the link in back of the commons presents
similar problems. The link itself and the doors leading to the outside from
it are in a state of chronic disrepair. Repairs and replacements seldom
survive the day they are made. During lunch periods (per. 4-7) when this
smoking area gets its heaviest use, the doors to the outside are seldom
closed despite repeated requests and reminders. The traffic bumps that
were installed in the roadways leading to the back parking lot have
reduced but not eliminated automobiles and motorcycles from entering
the areas, parking and/or driving in ways and at speeds which endanger
the safety of students congregated in the area. The offending motor
vehicles are often operated by persons who are not presently in school
and who have little or no desire to obey school rules or regulations . Some
of these outsiders bring such contraband as alcoholic beverages, drugs or
narcotics onto the school grounds for sale or other distribution to
students. These people manifest reluctance to comply with requests or
orders of school officials to leave the school grounds. They argue that
they have a right to be on public property . They literally challenge school
officials to make them move, and when they finally do move, they “burn
rubber” or otherwise make their disdain and disrespect for school of-
ficials patently apparent to amused student onlookers.
This growing, brazen hostility to authority is perhaps the un-
derlying reason why the large majority of law-abiding students are
disinterested in any form of peer supervision. It also influences this
administrator’s judgment that it would be disadvantageous to the total
educational effort of the school to require teachers to be exposed to the
demeaning confrontations that teacher supervision of this area would
entail. It is for these reasons that I have asked for two paraprofessionals
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to provide constant supervision during school hours to the back parking
lots (upper and lower) and to the link itself.
On a more positive note, the results of a five-day “stop-smoking”
program that was conducted in the spring by personnel from the New
England Memorial Hospital in Stoneham seem to indicate that con-
tinuing programs of this type might be effective in combatting the
smoking, not only as an environmental problem but as a menace to
personal health. Most of our students who smoke understand the danger
of smoking and many would like to “kick the habit” but can’t muster
quite enough determination and self-discipline to break the habit per-
manently. Regular continuing reinforcement of their resolve to quit
appears necessary to help those who make a sincere attempt and then
surrender their efforts to ever-present temptation.
The daily clean-up of school grounds by teams of five or six students
from fourteen homerooms during morning homeroom periods proved
quite successful in the fall. Students, with few exceptions, have been
willing to pitch in and do their share without complaining or malingering.
This program, which was proposed jointly by student government and
administration and endorsed by the School Committee, will be resumed
in the spring of 1978. Hopefully, students will learn through their par-
ticipation that the best way to control littering is not to litter in the first
place. In justice to our students, however, a good portion of the litter
that they clean up is deposited on school grounds outside of school hours
by parties unknown.
Worthy of note is the social conscience displayed by many students.
Student Council collections for the Globe Santa fund amounted to
$1,063.00. Under the leadership of the Student Council, a large amount
of canned or packaged foods and clothing collected and donated by school
children in all schools was given to the Home for Little Wanderers.
R.M.H.S. students, teachers and other staff personnel donated 111 pints
of blood in May and 71 pints in December to the American Red Cross.
R.M.H.S. personnel were involved significantly in compiling data
and making self-evaluation reports on the scope sequence and ef-
fectiveness of certain curriculums of the Reading Public Schools. Miss
Virginia Bartlett, Assistant Principal Charles Symonds, and members
of the Physical Education staff were involved in preparing and
presenting the report on Physical Education. Mr. Symonds, Miss Jane
Reed, and members of her staff were involved in preparing and
presenting the report on Business Education. Assistant Principal
Leonard D ’Orlando, Wendell Hodgkins, and other members of the
English Department were involved in the evaluation of the Language
Arts program which concluded with the recommendation that there be
further studies and modifications in this area.
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The month of December brought much sadness to the Reading High
School community with the deaths of Mr. William O’Keefe and Mr.
David Castine after long periods of illness. The retirement of Mrs. Lois
Piper for reasons of health also removed another valued friend and
associate from our midst.
Respectfully submitted,
ARA A. KARAKASHIAN
Principal
Ara A. Karakashian passed away on January 20, 1978. Ara was
principal of Reading Memorial High School during the turbulent 1960’s
and 1970’s. Instantaneous T.V. communication of images, changing
social values, increased use of drugs and alcohol, the high mobility made
possible by the automobile, as well as traumatic upheavals caused by the
assassinations of national leaders, Vietnam, Watergate, the worst
economic recession coupled with inflation since World War II, all shaped
the most difficult time in recent history to have been a professional
educator.
Part of the changing times was the drive to humanize education; to
break the lockstep of schooling. It reached its full flower at Reading High
School under Ara Karakashia* with a change from a traditional
curriculum to a flexible variety of electives. The emphasis was on making
school interesting, on fostering individual responsibility rather than
imposing more rules. He believed that more freedom for students was
necessary so they might learn to conduct themselves as young adults.
When they graduated to further education or to employment, to the
adult world, they would be expected to act responsibly. So high school
was the place and time for them to test themselves, to make errors and
learn from their mistakes, to develop their own personal self-discipline
rather than have it imposed on them arbitrarily by others.
Through these trying times, Ara Karakashian never forgot that a
balance between freedom and discipline was essential to the discovery of
truth. It is this important legacy which Ara Karakashian leaves to all of
us who remain at R.M.H.S.
Respectfully submitted,
LEONARD F. D’ORLANDO
Acting Principal
R.M.H.S.
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SCHOOL ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
To be eligible for admission to the Reading Public Schools a child
must have reached the age of four years and eight months on or before
August 31 of the entering year. Under no circumstances will children
younger than 4 years 8 months be admitted.
Under laws of the Commonwealth, each child shall attend school
beginning in September of the Calendar year in which he attains the age
of six.
Children entering a public school for the first time will be assigned
either to kindergarten or first grade by the building principal after a
thorough consideration of pre-school registration information.
Registration is normally held in the early spring of each year.
Upon entering school each child is required to present a birth cer-
tificate. Certificate of vaccination is no longer required.
NO SCHOOL SIGNALS
“No School” will be announced over Radio Stations: WEEI,
WBZ, WHDH, WRKO, WEZE, & WMEX - between 6:45 a.m. and
7:30 a.m. Please do not phone the police or school officials.
It is the policy in Reading to have school on all scheduled days and
for parents to decide when conditions are such that it would be unwise for
their child to attend. However, when travel conditions are such that
buses cannot run or the school yards cannot be opened, or other ex-
traordinary conditions exist, school may be cancelled for all schools or for
the elementary grades only. This decision will be made by the
Superintendent of Schools.
->q
SCHOOL CALENDAR — 1978 - 1979
Teachers’ Workshops —
FOR ALL TEACHERS Tuesday— September 5, 1978
Wednesday— September 6, 1978
SCHOOLS OPEN Thursday— September 7, 1978
Columbus Day (no session) Monday—October 9, 1978
Teachers’ Convention (no session) Wednesday— October 25, 1978
(Veterans’ Day — Saturday, November 11, 1978)
Thanksgiving Recess—close at NOON Wednesday—November 22, 1978
open on Monday—November 27, 1978
Christmas Vacation —
close end of school day Friday— December 22, 1978
open on Tuesday—January 2, 1979
Martin Luther King Day (no session) Monday—January 15, 1979
Kindergarten Sessions Reverse Monday—January 29, 1979
Winter Vacation —
close end of school day Friday— February 16, 1979
open on Monday— February 26, 1979
(Washington’s Birthday celebrated 2/19/79)
Spring Vacation —
close at NOON for Good Friday April 13, 1979
open on Monday—April 23, 1979
(Patriot’s Day celebrated 4/16/79)
Memorial Day (no session) Monday—May 28, 1979
Schools CLOSE FOR YEAR -
For students Friday—June 22, 1979
For teachers Monday—June 25, 1979
Calendar Adopted
February 22, 1978
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RESIGNATIONS
Mr. Raymond G. Sunbury
Miss Camilla Browne
Director of Reading
Metco Coordinator
Reading Memorial High School
Ms. Lynne M. Cavanaugh (on LOA)
Mrs. Lois Coit
Mrs. Frances M. Cook
Miss Paula G. Gallup (1-yr. contract)
Mr. Ric L. Guilbert
Mr. John A. Kelly
Mr. David Nathans
Mr. Gene A. Pisano
Mrs. Catherine Pratt (1-yr. contract)
Ms. Anne Stewart
Mrs. Judith D. Wheatley
English
English
IPS, Biology
Physical Education
Focus
Health
Mathematics
Industrial Arts
Business Education
Social Studies
English
Arthur W. Coolidge Junior High School
Ms. Katherine Farquhar
Miss Anne Huff
Social Studies
French/English
Alice M. Barrows School
Mrs. Marcia Brown (on LOA)
Mrs. Kathleen A. Doiron
Miss Deborah Kasper
Grade 5
Grade 1
Grade 5
Birch Meadow School
Mrs. Carol J. Hagins Grade 2
Joshua Eaton School
Mrs. Ruth H. Bowers Elementary Music
Highland School
Miss Christine Price Grade 3
J. Warren Killam School
Miss Marsha Nicolai Emotionally Disturbed
Pearl Street School
Mr. Bernard Creeden
Mrs. Beverly Mattatall
Mrs. Harriet S. White
Mrs. Deborah Witherell
Grade 1
Kindergarten
Grade 6
Reading
Woburn Street School
Mrs. Katharine Friedel Learning Resource Specialist
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LEAVES OF ABSENCE
Sabbatical
Mrs. Lois Murphy, Woburn Street School
Maternity/Child Rearing
Mrs. Martha Cook,
Reading Memorial High School
Mrs. Eleni LoPorto (1-yr. extension)
Reading Memorial High School
Mrs. Elaine Andruchow, Birch Meadow School
Mrs. Carol O. Everson (1-yr. extension)
Joshua Eaton School
Health
Miss Priscilla H. Smalzel, J. Warren Killam School
Voluntary
Mrs. Susan Wheltle
Kindergarten
Chemistry
English
Grade 1
Grade 5
Grade 3/4
Elementary Art
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CHANGES IN PERSONNEL
Appointments
Dr. Pamela M. Almeida [12/12/77] Director of Reading
Mr. Marc J. Alterio Director of Physical Education K-12
Mr. John A. Hollingsworth Director of Athletics
Ms. Kaidi Brown METCO Coordinator
Pupil Personnel Services
Mrs. Margaret J. Vangeli Staff Psychologist (Grant)
Reading Memorial High School
Mrs. Iris Adler
Mr. Stephen J. Arsenault
Miss Marjory G. Berkow
Mrs. Judy H. Doob
Miss Gail A. Finkle
Miss Melanie Guzelian
Mrs. Phyllis K. Leith
Mr. Carl H. Mellin
Mr. Howard C. Murphy
Mr. Robert G. Pushkar
Mr. William Tufts III
Focus (Grant)
Industrial Arts
Mathematics
U.S. History
Part-time Mathematics
Social Studies
Focus
Science
Chemistry
English
Health
Arthur W. Coolidge Junior High School
Mr. Mark Burton
Mrs. Cynthia Dollard
Mr. Andrew P. LeCompte (1-yr. contract)
Mr. Joseph A. Terilli, Jr.
Guidance
French/English
Social Studies
Social Studies
Walter S. Parker Junior High School
Ms. Elizabeth M. Small English
Alice M. Barrows School
Ms. Jana C. Leichtman
Mrs. Angelika Papke
Pre-school Special Ed.
Grade 1
Joshua Eaton School
Mrs. Sarah D. Merchant Elementary Music
Highland School
Mrs. Diana King
Mrs. Louise W. Ward
Guidance/Psychologist
Speech/Language
J. Warren Killam School
Ms. Margaret-Mary Dailey
Mrs. Roberta K. Messina
Ms. Nancy Stapen (1-yr. contract)
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Emotionally Disturbed
Grade 3-4
Elementary Art
Pearl Street School
Ms. LisaM. T. Christie
Ms. Robin J. Dewey (12/21/77)
Mrs. Elizabeth J. Mello
Miss Martha Williams
Woburn Street School
Mrs. Mary Finnon
Mrs. Victoria L. Griffin (1-yr. contract)
Grade 6
Elementary Music
Grade 1
Grade 1
Learning Resource Specialist
Grade 3
SCHOOL DIRECTORY
(Date after name indicates year of appointment)
Robert S. Wells. B.S., M.S.Ed., Ed.D. (1965) Superintendent
Robert J. Munnelly, B.S., M.A., C.A.S., Ed.D. (1970) Asst. Superintendent
(Instruction & Personnel)
Ronald A. Winslow, B.A. M.Ed. (1973) Asst. Superintendent
(for Business)
Pupil Personnel Services
Alexander J. Alexanian. B.S., Ed.M. Ed.D. (1974) Director
Sally C. Billig. A.B.. M.Ed. (1974) School Psychologist
Roberta T. Engel. B.S., M.Ed. (1975) Special Needs Education Supervisor
Margaret J. Vangeli. B.A., M.S.W., M.A. (11/17/77) Staff Psychologist (Grant)
Health Staff
Robert Wakeling, D.O. 125 Main Street
Evora P. Bacon. R.N. (1964) Barrows
JoAnn E. McMahon, B.S. (1975) Coolidge
RuthE. Schubarth, R.N. (1972) R.M.H.S.
Myrtle A. Waelde. R.N. (1963) Killam
School Physician
Supervisor of Health
School Nurse
School Nurse
School Nurse
Directors
Pamela M. Almeida, B.A., M.A.T., Ed.D, (12/12/77)
Marc J. Alterio. B.S., M.Ed. (1977)
John A. Hollingsworth, Jr.. B.S.
,
M.Ed. (1955)
J. Douglas Oliver. A.B.. M.Mus.Ed. (1948)
Roberta D. Thresher. B.S. Ed.M. (1959)
Carol A. (Kaidi) Bowden. B.S. .M.Ed. (1977)
Reading
Physical Education
Athletics
Music
Art
METCO Coordinator
Reading Memorial High School
Ara A. Karakashian. B.S., M.Ed. (1954)
Leonard F. D'Orlando. A.B.. M.A.T. (1958)
Ernest G. Spence. B.S., M.S. (1951)
Charles G. Symonds. B.S., M.B.A. (1970)
Iris S. Adler. B.A., Ed.M. (1977)
Bruce Appleby, A.B., M.Ed. (1963)
Stephen J. Arsenault, B.S. (1977)
Supervising Principal (1960)
Asst. Principal (1969)
Asst. Principal (1960)
Asst. Principal (1974)
Focus (Grant)
Social Studies
Industrial Arts
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Samuel E. Baker, B.S., M.Ed. (1976)
Virginia Bartlett, B.S.M.Ed. (1958)
Franklin R. Berkey, B.A., B.D., M.Ed., C.A.E
Marjory G. Berkow, B.A. (1977)
Thomas W. Blaney, B.S., M.S. (1969)
Everett A. Blodgett, B.E., M.S. (1970)
Philip Blum, A.B., M.S. (1970)
Harold E. Bond, B.A., M.A. (1956)
Leslie C. Bowers, B.A. (1974)
Edward P. Brady, B.S., M.A. (1968)
David L. Brett, B.S. (1965)
Martha K. Brinson, B.A. (1976)
Theodore L. Bryson, B.S., M.A. (1976)
Walter T. Cahill, B.S. (1960)
Joseph F. Cain, B.A., M.Ed. (1973)
William J. Carroll, B.A. (1975)
Carolyn M. Clark, B.A. (1974)
Robert I. Cohen, B.S., M.A. (1976)
Arlene V . Cohn
,
B A. ( 1976)
Norman P. Cormiti
,
B.A., M.Ed. (1971)
arold A. Croft, B.A. (1970)
Thomas C. Darrin, B.A. (1974)
Emery W. DeBeck, A.B., M.Ed. (1967)
Pearl M. Dee, B.Ed., M.S. (1963)
Francis A. DiLuna, B.S. (1973)
Robert P. Donovan, B.A. (1970)
Judy H. Doob, B.A. (1977)
Robert H. Dunbar, A. B., M.Ed. (1957)
Susan J. Duvinsky, B.A., M.Ed. (1975)
Myrna M. Evans, B.S. (1974)
Kenneth J. Feit, B.A., M.A. (1974)
GailA.Finkle, B.A. (1977)
Claire Kroll Fusaro, A.B., Ed.M. (1975)
David L. Garland, B.S. Ed.M., M.S. (1956)
Richard C. Gillis, B.S., M.Ed. (1966)
Peter B. Greene, B.A., M.Ed. (1966)
Marguerite E. Grimes, A.B. (1973)
Stephen M. Gucciardi, B.S., M.A. (1975)
Melanie Guzelian, B.A. (1977)
Richard W. Ham, A.B., A.M. (1958)
Michael F. Harney, B.S.E. (1970)
Helen M. Hart, A.B., M.A. (1957)
William J. Hart, B.A. (1972)
Wendell W. Hodgkins, A.B., M.A. (1957)
John A. Hollingsworth, Jr., B.S., M.Ed. (1955)
Ronald W. Howland, B.A. (1973)
SaraM. Ingber, B.S. (1976)
Elizabeth M. Irwin, B.S., M.Ed. (1976)
Eugene Kaczowka, B.S., M.Ed. (1968)
Karen J. Kaman, B.S. (1976)
John J. Kelly, Jr., B.S., M.A., Ph.D. (1972)
Sandra J. Kelly, B.S. (1976)
Focus
Physical Education/Health
.S. ( 1971) Guidance
Mathematics
Business Education
Chemistry
Physics
English
English
Guidance
Business Education
English
Health/Physical Education
English
Media Specialist
Social Studies
French
Biology
Spanish
English
English
U.S. History
Mathematics
Home Economics
Biology
uiish
American History
Social Studies Dept . Head
Resource Room
Home Economics
English
(Part-time) Mathematics
Social Studies
Biology & Anatomy Dept. Head
Business Education
Social Studies
Mathematics
Mathematics
Social Studies
Foreign Language Dept. Head
Industrial Arts
Guidance Dept. Head
English
English Dept. Head
(Part-time) Mathematics
English
Physical Education
Multiple Handicapped
Mathematics
Mathematics
History
Mathematics
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Leo P. Kenney, B.S. (1970)
Mary F. Lanouette, B.A., M.A. (1970)
Dorothy J. Lebach, A.B. (1970)
Maureen K. LeClaire, B.S. (1970)
Phyllis K. Leith, B.A. (1977)
Kenneth M. Levesque, B.S., Ed.M. (1967)
Donald J. Lovely, A.B., M.Ed. (1957)
Michael E. McGuire, B.Ed., M.S. (1975)
Carl H. Mellin, B.A. (1976)
Kathryn M. Montejunas, A.B., M.A.T. (1975)
Russell E. Morris, B.S.E.E., M.S.E.E. (1975)
Joan E. Morse, B.A., M.Sc. (1972)
Peter M. Moscariello, B.A. (1976)
Eunice Mosher, B.S., M.Ed. (1972)
Howard C. Murphy, A.B. ( 1977)
James T. Murphy, B.S., M.Ed., M.S. (1953)
Thomas F. Myslicki, B.S. (1972)
Barbara C. Nevils, B.A., M.A. (1972) (1974)
Joseph V. Nisco, B.A. (1959)
Anna F. Normand, B.S. (1974)
Cheryl I. O’Brien, B.S. (1968)
Phyllis J. Onusseit, B.S. (1974)
John B. Pacino, B.S., M.Ed., C.A.G.S. (1945)
Walter G. Paskowsky, B.S., M.A. (1960)
Robert F. Patterson, B.S.E. (1959)
Jerome H. Perry, B.S., Ed.M. (1957)
Robert G. Pushkar, B.S., M.A. (1977)
E. Jane Reed, B.S., Ed.M., C.A.G.S. (1958)
Steven A. Rhodes, B.A. (1966)
Gladys M. Roberts, B.S. (1968)
James L. Roth, A.B., M.M.Ed. (1957)
Geraldine F. Roy, B.S., M.A. (1950)
Biology
Latin
French
Physical Education
Focus
Distributive Education
Social Studies
IPS/Physics
Science
English
Electronics
Learning Resource Specialist Coord.
Mathematics
Special Needs Resource Room
Chemistry
Science Dept. Head
Physical Education
Mathematics
French
American History
Business Education
English
Guidance
Guidance
Industrial Arts
Physics, Earth Science
English
Business Education Dept. Head
Mathematics
Business Education
Music
Art
Helen E. Scannell, B.A., M.Ed., C.A.G.S. (1970)
Michael Scarpitto, B.A., M.Ed. (1972)
Paul A. Schapira, B.A., M.Ed. (1972)
Susan E. Sellers, B.A., M.A.T. (1972)
Jean S. Silva, B.A. (1968)
Warren D. Snyder, B.S., M.Div. (1975)
Paul D. Soule, A.B. (1966)
Margaret B. Starrett, B.A. (1974)
Sally Stembridge, A.B. (1955)
EleanorC. Stoppe, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (1976)
Meredith L. Suld, A.B., M.A., M.R.E. (1968)
Robert R. Swanson, B.A., M.A.. (1970)
William Tufts, B.S. (1977)
Eric A. Turner, B.S., M.Ed. (1969)
Peter J. Valeska, B.A., M.Ed. (1970)
Frederick C. Wales, B.S.E. (1942)
Charles A. Whipple, B.A., M.Ed. (1972)
JohnW. White, Jr., B.S., M.Ed. (1958)
Peter T. Wood, Jr., B.A., M.A. (1970)
Kevin J. Zenewicz, B.A., M.Ed. (1969)
Business Education
English
Mathematics
Social Studies
Learning Resource Specialist
Business Education
Biology
Business Education
English
Reading/English
French
Social Studies
Decisions I
Mathematics Dept. Head
Decisions III
Industrial Arts Dept. Head
Social Studies
Physical Education
Art
Chemistry
236
Carolyn Zeytoonian, B.A., M.A. (1976)
William A. Waight, B.S., M.Ed. (1976)
Spanish/French
Focus Coordinator (Grant)
Arthur W. Coolidge Junior High School
Albert A. Lahood, B.A., M.S.Ed. (1960)
Louis A. Adreani, B.S., Ed.M. (1955)
Polly H. Alexander, B.S., M.Ed. (1967)
John R. Burns, B.S., M.Ed. ( 1960)
Mark S. Burton, B.A., M.Ed. (1977)
Richard G. Chapman, B.S., M.Ed. (1958)
RosanneE. Colarusso, B.S. (1976)
Louise C. DiCarlo, B.A. (1971)
Robert B. Dinwoodie, Jr., B.Ed. (1961)
Cynthia C. Dollard, B.A. (1977)
Sylvia Duani, B.A., M.A. (1974)
John J. Fasciano, B.S., M.Ed. (1959)
Walter J. Fitzgerald, B.S. (1965)
Donald B. Garland, B.S., M.Ed. (1956)
RuthE. Hood, B.S. (1973)
Irene Kalogeris, B.S. (1975)
Gretchen M. Koch, A.B., M.A.T. (1975)
Andrew P. LeCompte, B.A., M.A. (1977)
Jennifer L. Lindquist, B.A. (1972)
William A. McQuillen, B.A., M.A. (1967)
Robert F. Mingolelli, B.A. (1964)
Elizabeth Q. Morrison, B.S., M.Ed. (1970)
Ronald C. Morrison, B.S., M.Ed. (1967)
Sandra L. Osborn, B.S. (1969)
Marjorie T. Pacino, A.B., M.Ed. (1964)
Barbara A. Palmieri, B.A. (1975)
Joseph A . Terilli
,
B .S
. ,
M .Ed
.
( 1977)
Nancy G. Turbett, B.S. (1973)
Frank E. Tuxbury, Jr., A.B., M.Ed. (1961)
Robert S. Ward, B.S. (1969)
Terry M. Woody, B.A. (1968)
Sarah M. Yates, B.F.A. (1974)
Maureen H. Zolubos, B.A. (1973)
Supervising Principal (1975)
Asst. Principal & Science
Learning Resource Specialist
Social Studies
Guidance
English
Physical Education
English
Industrial Arts
French
English
Science Dept. Head
Physical Education
Science
Home Economics
Mathematics
Reading Specialist
Social Studies
Social Studies Dept. Head
Social Studies
Music
Special Ed. Resource Room
Science
Home Economics
Mathematics Dept. Head
English
Social Studies
Science
Mathematics
Industrial Arts
English Dept. Head
Art
Mathematics
Walter S. Parker Junior High School
John D. Delaney, B.S., M.Ed. (1964)
Stanley E. Butcher, A.B
,
M.A (1949)
Raymond E. Anderson, B.S., M.Ed. (1961)
Virginia K. Brogna, A.B. (1975)
Mary A. Cann, B.S., M.Ed. (1970)
William R. Carne, B.S., M.Ed. (1966)
John R. Copithorne, B.A., M.Ed. (1946)
William D. Cowles, B.S., M.Ed. (1965)
Jeffrey L. Cryan, B.A., M.A.T. (1976)
Supervising Principal (1972)
Asst. Principal & Social Studies
Mathematics
Mathematics
Learning Resource Specialist
Science Dept. Head
Science
Mathematics Dept. Head
English
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Kathleen A. Forbush, B.S. (1973) Physical Education
Donald G. Green, B.M. (1958) Music
Lois W. Harkless, B.S. (1970) Art
Peter C. Hichbom, B.S.B.A., M.Ed. (1968) English
Joan A. Hunnefeld, B. A., M.Ed. (1961) Special Ed. Resource Room
Katherine S. Jacob itz, B.S. (1973) Science
Ellen R. Jordan, B.S. (1974) Social Studies
Joan E. Liever, B.S. (1976) Mathematics
Alice A. Lovely, B.S., M.S. (1950) Home Economics
Wilburt G. MacGregor, B.A., M.A.T. (1961) Social Studies
James D. McCann, B.S., M.Ed., M.A.T. (1963) Social Studies Dept. Head
John T. McHugh, B.A. (1970) Social Studies
Donald E. Meroth, B.S. (1967) Physical Education
Edward J. O’Gorman, B.S. (1957) Industrial Arts
Priscilla B. Perry, A.B., Ed.M. (1957) French
Jean B. Putney, B.S. (1964) Home Economics
Robert M. Quinn, B.S., M.Ed. (1969) Guidance
Francis A. Sateriale, B.S. (1973) Science
Elizabeth M. Small, B.A., M.A. (1977) English
Michael J. Tierney, B.A. (1967) Industrial Arts
Francis S. Tyburc, B.S., M.A.T. (1972) Social Studies
Thais E. Waldron, B.S. (1961) (1964) English Dept. Head
Patricia J. White, B.A. (1971) Reading
Patricia A. Zona, B.S. (1975) English
Alice M . Barrows School
Charles N. Papandreou, A.B., M.Ed. (1960)
Eileen B. Shine, B.A., M.A. (1973)
Judith A. Angus, B.S. (1962)
Susan J. Briggs, B.S., M.A. (1970)
Priscilla A. Cancellieri, A.B. (1975)
Laurence J. Conn, B.A. (1974)
Thomas F. Hoffrage, B.S. (1974)
Mary C. Hynes, B.S.E. (1974)
Stephanie E. Kendall, B.A., M.L.S. (1976)
Jana C. Leichtman, B.S. (1977)
Joan-Anne Marshall, B.S. (1968)
Gary M. Nihan, B.S. (1976)
Angelika Papke, B.S. (1973) (1977)
Sharon A. Patterson, B.S. (1975)
Elaine P. Petersen, B.S., M.Ed. (1973)
Nancy G. Powell, B.S., M.Ed. (1970)
JaneN. Rosa, B.S., B.A. (1972)
Ronnie G. Ventura, B.A., M.Ed. (1973)
Susan C. Viegas, B.A. (1975)
Virginia H. Walters, B.S. (1967)
Eileen A. Woods, B.A. (1975)
Efrosine A. Yeannakopoulos, B.S., M.S. (1974)
Supervising Principal (1973)
Asst. Principal & Grade 2
Grade 4
Kindergarten
Grade 2
Grade 5
Grade 6
T.M.R.
Learning Resource Specialist
Special Ed. Pre-school
Grade 3
Elementary Physical Education
Grade 1
Grade 1
Grade 5
Reading
Elementary Music
Guidance/Psychologist
Special Ed. Resource Room
Grade 3
Grade 6
Grade 4
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Birch Meadow School
Dennis F. Murphy, B.S., Ed.M. (1953)
Ronald L. Wood, B.S., M.Ed. (1960)
Joseph R. Allosso, B.S. (1968)
Irene C. Bourne, B.S. (1974)
Dorothy Conron, B.S. (1953)
Janice G. Feagley, B.S. (1970)
Mary Ellen F. Flaherty, B.A., M.Ed., C.A.G.S.
M. Gaynell Knowlton, B.A. (1972)
Diana C. LaMarca, B.S. (1966) (1972)
Kaye S. Michelini, B.A. (1970)
Elaine B. Morgan, B.S. (1974)
Nathalie J. Palmunen, B.S. (1975)
Robert A. Penta, B.S. (1974)
Marie A. Pessin, B.S., M.Ed. (1975)
JuneM. Poluzzi, B.S. (1975)
Gloria S. Rosenthal, B.S. (1949) (1955) (1967)
Deborah A. Rypma, B.A. (10/77)
Sandra A. Schifano, B.S. (1974)
Louise Spracklin, B.S. Ed.M. (1957)
Peter H. Teloian, B.S., M.Ed. (1964)
Eleanor C. Wall, B.A. (1971)
Carol A. Wertheim, B.A., Ed.M. (1966)
Paul E. Zalubas, B.S, Ed.M., C.A.G.S. (1966)
Deborah D. Zitola, B.S., M.S. (1971)
Supervising Principal (1960)
Asst. Principal & Grade 5
Elementary Physical Education
Grade 2
Grade 2
Grade 3
(1976) Learning Resource
Specialist
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 4 & 5
Kindergarten
Special Ed. Resource Room
Grade 1
Speech/Language
Grade 1
Grade 6
(Perm, sub for Hagins) Grade 3
Grade 3
Reading
Guidance/Psychologist
Grade 4
Grade 6
Grade 6
Grade 1
Joshua Eaton School
Donald B. Farnham, B.S., Ed.M., C.A.G.S
Vincent J. Blandini, B.Ed., M.Ed. (1964)
Rebecca H. Alexander, B.A., M.Ed. (1962)
June C. Connor, B.A. (1973)
Shirley J. Crompton, B.S., M.Ed. (1955)
David J. Dolan, A.B., M.Ed. (1970)
Mary R. Fuller, B.A. M.Ed. (1970)
Janis E. Gerety, B.S. (1973)
Linda M. Guerrette, B.S. (1973)
Kathleen A. Hahn, B.S. (1973)
Susan J. Helfgott, B.S., M.S. (1975)
Elizabeth B. Klaiman, A.B., M.Ed. (1964)
Mary L. Leary, B.S. (1961)
Carol A. Livingston, B.S. (1973)
Mary C. McGowan, B.A., M.Ed., C.A.E.S.
Rosemary C. McKenna, B.S., M.Ed. (1973)
Sarah D. Merchant, B.S. (1977)
Genevieve B. Norcott, A.B. (1970)
Doris A. Parry, B.A., M.S. (1973)
Stanley J. Quinlan B.S., M.Ed. (1975)
Maureen E. Rea, B.S. (1969)
. ( 1955) Supervising Principal ( 1964)
Asst. Principal & Grade 4
Special Ed. Resource Room
Grade 4
Grade 4
Grade 6
Grade 6
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 5
Kindergarten
Reading
Grade 1
Grade 3
(1976) Guidance/Psychologist
Elementary Physical Education
Elementary Music
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 5
Grade 3
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Christine C. Redford, B.S., M.A. (1972)
Leslie W. Riedel, B.A., M.L.S. (1975)
InaM. Segal, B.S. (1967) (1973)
David S. Williams, B.S. (1976)
Grade 6
Learning Resource Specialist
Grade 3
Grade 5
Highland School
Elizabeth A. Twomey, A.B., M.Ed. (1973)
Barbara E. Leslie, B.S. (1971
Frances F. Akell, B.S., Ed.M. (1958)
Linda J. Anderson, B.A. (1970)
John T. Babine, B.A. (1973)
Claire M. Bitinas, B.S. (1968) (1975)
Anne L. Creeden, B.A. (1975)
Pauline Cynkus, B.S. (1975)
Richard H. Downes, B.S. (1973)
Gertrude B. Drozek, Ctf. (1964)
Harold B. Elder, B.S. (1972)
Susan C. Englund, B.A. (1975)
Claire L. Flynn, A.B., M.Ed. (1969)
Diana L. King, B.S., M.Ed. (1977)
Barbara J. McLean, B.S. (1974)
Irene Montigny, B.A. (1955)
Dorothy R. Payzant, B.L.I. (1953)
Pamela A. Rygiel, B.A., M.Ed. (1974)
Louise W. Ward, B.F.A., M.S. (1977)
Supervising Principal (1975)
Asst. Principal & Grade 3
Grade 3
Grade 5
Grade 5
Grade 2
Grade 2
Special Ed. Resource Room
Grade 4
Grade 1
Grade 4
Grade 1
Reading
Psychologist/Guidance
Learning Resource Specialist
Grade 6
Kindergarten
Grade 5-6
Speech/Language
J. Warren Killam School
John F. Morabito, B.S., M.A. (1954)
John H. Kelliher, B.S. (1971)
Gail M. Amiralian, B.S. (1972)
Susan J. Andrews, B.A. (1974)
Linda A. Augello, B.A. (1973)
Joseph M. Buckley, Jr., B.S. (1970)
Sandra J. Buswell-Charkow, B.S., M.Ed. (1974)
Marian K. Carlyle, B.S. (1972)
Joan L. Ciampa, B.S. (1964) (1975)
Ruth Abbott Clark, B.A., M.Ed. (1973)
Virginia A. Collins, B.S., M.Ed. (1971)
Anne E. Coneeney, B.S., M.Ed. (1963)
Kathleen Connolly, B.S. (1974)
Marcia L. Cook, B.A. (1974)
Margaret-Mary Dailey, A.B., M.Ed. (1977)
Carole A. Davis
,
B.A. ( 1969) ( 1975)
Nancy L. Dugmore, B.S., M.Ed. (1969)
Jill D. Habalow, B.S., Ed.M. (1974)
Carol M. Hale, B.A. (1973)
Pamela K. Higgins, B.S., M.Ed. (1975)
Elaine C. Hondorf, B.A., M.S. (1971)
Supervising Principal (1959)
Asst. Principal & Grade 5-6
Grade 5-6
Grade 3-4
Grade 5-6
Grade 5-6
Primary Special Needs
Grade 1
Grade 3-4
Grade 1
Grade 5
Kindergarten
Grade 5-6
Grade 2
Learning & Behavior Class
Elementary Art
Grade 1
Speech/Language
Grade 3-4
EMR Class
Learning Resource Specialist
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Diana M. Kasarjian, B.S. (1969)
Marie E. Lopinto, A.B., M.A. (1975)
Jean M. Maloney, B.S. (1970)
Dorn F. Mar, A.B., M.Ed., C.A.G.S. (1970)
Roberta Kelley Messina, B.A., M.A. (1969) (1977)
Ellen E. Messing, B.A., M.A. (1971)
Elise O’Brien, B.S., M.S. (1969)
Rosemary Palmer, B.Ed. (1974)
Marthanne Pressey, B.S. (1975)
Donna M. Ryan, B.S. (1968)
Nancy R. Stapen, B.A. (1977)
Helen M. Thebideau, B.S. (1955)
Judith G. Upham, B.S. (1969)
Grade 3-4
Guidance/Psychologist
Reading
Grade 5-6
Grade 3-4
Learning Disability
Elementary Physical Education
Grade 2
Special Ed. Resource Room
Kindergarten
Elementary Art
Elementary Art
Grade 3-4
Pearl Street School
Paul A. Guerrette, B.S., M.Ed. (1965)
Donald L. Welford, B.S., M.Ed. (1970)
Ann L. Adams, B.S., (1961)
Jane E. Barry, B.S. (1963)
Mary E. Boghossian, B.S. (1956)
Mary A. Boyle, B.A. (1966)
Marguerite S. Brisbois, A.B. (1966) (1968)
GailD. Broussard, B.A. (1975)
Shari K. Chinitz, B.A., M.S. (1975)
Jane G. Clancy, A.B., M.Ed. (1957) (1967)
Constance Cooke, B.S., M.Ed. (1970)
Lisa M. T. Christie, B.A. (1977)
MayaC. Das, B.A., M.Ed. (1960)
Robin J. Dewey, B.M. (12/21/77)
Martha B. Forgiano, B.S., M.Ed. (1975) (1977)
Nancy B. Hoover, B.A., M.S. (1975)
Jean E. Jacob, B.Ed. (1955)
Rhoda M. Marotta, B.S.E. (1975)
Elizabeth J. Mello, B.S. (1977)
AnnM. Robleski, B.A. (1968)
Bonnie B. Sher, B.S. (1974)
Jean E. Weatherbee, B.S. (1972)
Martha Williams, B.S. (1977)
Barry R. Wright, B.S., M.Ed. (1972)
Supervising Principal (1968)
Asst. Principal & Grade 4
Grade 3
Grade 5
Grade 2
Kindergarten
Grade 2
Kindergarten
Speech/Language
Grade 6
Grade 2
Grade 6
Grade 4
Elementary Music
Special Ed. Resource Room
Learning Resource Specialist
Grade 4
Grade 1
Grade 1
Grade 6
Grade 3
Grade 5
Grade 1
Reading
Janet M. Senesi, B.S. (1970) Childrearing LOA 11/21/77 Grade 3
Woburn Street School
Herbert Baron, B.S., Ed.M. (1955)
James J. Dumas, B.S., Ed.M. (1970)
June S. Brown, B.S. (1969)
Lynne H. Cameron, B.A. (1974) (1976)
Richard N. Crump, B.S., Ed.M. (1964)
Michael H. DeLong, B.S. (1973)
Mary E. Finnon, A.B., M.L.S. (1962) (1977)
Supervising Principal (1970)
Asst. Principal & Grade 6
Grade 3
Grade 1
Guidance/Psychologist
Grade 5
Learning Resource Specialist
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Michelene M. Gaffney, B.A., M.A. (1970) Grade 6
Paul D. Graveline, B.A., Ed.M. (1970) Reading
Victoria L. Griffin, B.S. (1962) (1977) Grade 3
Lynn D . Holbein, B.A., M.A. (1974) (Child-rearing LOA 12/23/77) Grade 3
Sally J. Mucica, B.S. (1973) Grade 2
Barbara A. Murphy, B.S. (1973) Grade 4
Adele M . Pekins
,
B .S
.
( 197 1 ) Grade 5
Susan M. Rettberg, B.A. (1973) Grade 6
Sheila O. Richardson, B.S., M.A. (1974) Special Ed. Resource Room
Barbara J. Seaward, B.S. (1972) Grade 2
Ruth A. Stanieich, B.S. (1974) Kindergarten
Nancy A. Sumner, B.S. (1974) Grade 1
William G. Webb, B.Ed., D.M. (1964) Grade 4
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READING MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
JUNE 12, 1977
PROGRAM
PROCESSIONAL High School Band
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Led by Class President Nicholas Mitropoulos
STAR SPANGLED BANNER Key-Smith
Audience, Senior Class, and Band
PRAYER The Reverend Frederick E. Emrich
SALUTATORY Fred Conover
REMARKS by Foreign Exchange Student Else Hemar
VALEDICTORY Kathryn Komidar
SCHOLASTIC HONORS
Announced by Ara A. Karakashian, Principal, and
presented by W. Bruce MacDonald, Chairman, School Committee
CONFERRING OF DIPLOMAS
Dr. Robert S. Wells, Superintendent of Schools
Nancy Elgart for the School Committee
BENEDICTION The Reverend Frederick E. Emrich
RECESSIONAL High School Band
CANDIDATES
Bruce C. Adams
Jane Ahearn
Gordon L. Ahlstrom
Steven Amaru
Walter Amaru
Christopher B. Anderson
Donald R. Anderson
Mark Andreola
David N. Andrews
Diane E. Arsenault
Lisa F. Arthur
Lynn Atkinson
Sheila A. Bailey
William S. Balkus
Constance A. Barbaro
Pauline E. Barton
Sharon E. Bassett
Andrea L. Basso
Harold 0. Beede
Susan L. Bennett
John Bernard
Susan E. Berry
Anita L. Berson
Margaret E. Bigwood
Donna M. Blacker
William H. Blackett
Martha J. Blowney
Matthew J. Bond
Catherine Ann Bosbach
Christine Sarah Bosnian
Cynthia L. Boucher
Catherine Theresa Bourke
Gerard M. Bowen
Nancy Elaine Boyd
Jean M. Brady
Susan Mary Brennan
Michael Guy Brigida
Lesiie Brown
Susan M. Brown
Cheryl A. Burnham
Marjorie L. Cail
Carol Ann Campbell
Susan T. Campbell
David J. Castine
Georgia Celehar
Robin Ann Cellere
Richard H. Chamberlain
Jo-Marie Champa
Janet L. Chapman
Charles W. Chisholm
John Christopher
Michele Ann Ciccone
** Charles B. Clark, Jr.
** Christopher R. Cleary
Peter Clemens
David William Clements
Charles W. Cochrane
** Steven D. Cogger
Robert David Collins
Michael R. Condon
Peter D. Condon
Judith A. Connors
Richard P. Connors
** Fred L. Conover
John R. Copithorne, Jr.
Ellen Corsano
Antony Corsetti
Richard Joseph Costello
Susan L. Cote
Douglas A. Coyle
Mary Kate Cronin
Robert L. Crosby
Bette-Luise Crowley
Patricia A. Crowley
Peter C. Cummings
Anthony D. Curto
Joseph Cusato
Cynthe Jean Cutelis
Theresa Dady
Kevin Darcy
Louis S. Davarich
** Ellen E. Davidson
Kimberley A. Davis
David A. Dennis
Anne T. D'Entremont
Keith J. D'Entremont
Ronald R. DeRosa
David J. DeWolfe
* John M. Diamond 1
Debra Ann DiGiovanni
Diana Rosalie Dixon
Jill Patrice Doherty
Donna Marie Doucette
Michael R. Doucette
** Linda L. Doyon
Cathleen M. Driscoll
* Upper 10%
** National Honor Society
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Daniel F. Driscoll
** Elizabeth Anne Dudinski
** Kathy Marie Duffy
Scott M. Dugan
*
* Kathleen M. Dunn
Leslie Dwyer
Stephen Eldredge
Susan Eldredge
Mark Elgart
** Sandra Elliott
Janet Lynn Emrich
Stephen T. Erickson
*
* Jeanne Fallon
Steven Fallon
Kathleen Farrell
Paul Fasciano
Nancy M. Feid
Christine A. Ferro
James Michael Filosi
**Alicia Fitzpatrick
Stephen Richard Foohey
Dorothy Fortunato
Kathleen Mary Fraser
Thomas H. Freeman, Jr.
Elizabeth M. Fulgoni
** Susan Burnice Fuller
Ellen Louise Gardner
Cynthia A. Garey
Scott A. Garrard
Donald P. Garrity
,
Jr.
Patricia L. Gaskill
Carol A. Gatteny
Lori A. Gemellaro
Peter Gent
Donna M. Gentile
Robert J. Gentile
Colleen M. Gilbert
Edwin F. Gilbert
James C. Gilbert
William Gilbert
Linda Gilchrist
Jeanne M. Gilligan
Lawrence Gilligan
Nancy J. Gillis
Thomas W. Goddard
Lynne Gray
Robin Gray
** Audrey Lynn Greenwood
William A. Gunnulfsen
Thomas Robert Haberman
** National Honor Society
Susan M. Hailey
** Roberta Hale
** Catherine Anne Haley
Robert A. Haley
Mary McDowell Hancock
Kenneth G. Harper
Paula Elizabeth Harris
Joseph M. Hayes, Jr.
Donna M. Healey
James Heelen
Wayne Charles Heinstrom
Walter Lawrence Helliesen
Else Oline Hernar
Jon L. Heslin
Doreen A Hicksl
Carol Hildreth
** Paula A. Hingston
David W. Hodgkins
Russell Mark Hodsdon
Bonnie Lynn Hoffman
Richard A. Hollowell
Joanne A. Holmes
Paul Charles Horn
Lora L. Hovey
Brian Hoyt
Elsie M. Hubbard
Wendy M. Hubbard
Cindy Lee Hughes
Michael H. Humphrey
Jeffrey A. Hunt
Cheryl L. Husson
Arthur Thomas lannelli
Joseph C. Interrante
** Jeanne E. Isacson
Kathy Ellen Jackson
** Justine Marie Jankun
Laura Louise Jenney
** Ellen Marie Johansen
David K. Johnson
** Gary Johnson
Robert B. Jonah
Donna Marie Jones
Kathleen Marie Jones
William F. Jones
John J. Kagan, Jr.
William R. Karl, Jr.
James M. Kasper
Stephen E. Kasper
Paul K. Keating
Kathleen Marie Keaton
** Joseph F. Kelliher
*
* Kathleen M. Kelly
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Nancy E. Kelly
Susan M. Kelly
Paula Jane Kennedy
Shawn Kennedy
Kathleen R. Kent
Mary C. Kiely
* Thomas A. Kiezulas
Joann M. Kimball
Ann C. King
* Brenda D. King
* Carol Anne Kleponis
* Andrea Knapp
* Kathryn J. Komidar
Linn H. Kurkjian
Dianne E. Lake
Jo-Ann Marie Lane
Kevin N. Lanigan
* Steven M. Larocco
* Charlene Ann Lawless
Peter S. Leavitt
•Roberta Lee Lindgren
Debra A. Lindley
* Catherine V. Linehan
Martha Elaine Little
Cheryl Ann Livingstone
Patricia Ann LoConte
* James G. Luth
David Lynch
Robert J. MacDonald
Kevin Vincent Mack
Susan M. Mack
Lori K. Maddock
* Shawn F. Maguire
Richard Alan Manasian
Laura J. Marchand
Robert C. Marchand
Marianne Marchesi
Francene M. Marroni
Patricia A. McAuley
* Kathleen McCabe
Christopher J. McCauley
* Steven R. McDonald
Philip McGrail
* Kathleen Anne McHugh
Daniel James McLaughlin
Jean L. McLaughlin
Carlton F. McLeod
* Stephen B. McMillan
Jeanne McSweeney
Karen Mello
Upper 10%
* National Honor Society
** Carolyn J. Menard
Joseph A. Merrill
Craig D. Merry
Richard B. Messina
** Jacquelyn A. Meuse
Eileen Micalizzi
Mark S. Micalizzi
** Craig Marshall Miller
Donna Marie Miscowski
** Nicholas J. Mitropoulos
** Karin Sue Moller
** Peter Moloney
*
* Stuart J. Monk
** David M. Monson
Gregory J. Moore
Janet E. Moore
Robert Joseph Morgan
Bruce W. Moriarty
Ann Frances Morris
Michael Morris
Paula C. Morris
David Robert Morrison
Michael A. Moscariello
Kathleen Ann Mullin
John P. Mullins
Susan E. Mullins
Paul Murphy
Timothy J. Murphy
Michele A. Mustone
Michael D. Myette
Steven P. Myette
Lorraine C. Newcomb
John A. Nicholson, Jr.
Judith L. Nickerson
Matthew D, Nicolson
Joanne M. Nigro
Thomas A. Nihan
Mary Alice Nola
Nancy Norris
*
* Stephen E. Norton
Karen C. O'Brien
Marjorie E. O'Brien
Matthew J. O'Brien
Timothy P. O'Brien
Susan E, O'Donnell
*
* Janet L. Oliver
Colleen M. O'Maley
Susan J. Or nsby
Mark C. O'Shea
Mary EHen O'Sullivan
Edward E. Papkee
Wesley R. Parks
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Nancy A. Parsons
Michael V. Patalano
Karen L. Patterson
Robert J. Patterson
Joseph N. Pedi
Stephen L. Pepin
Christine Lorraine Pepoli
Christopher A. Pepoli
Jane D. Petersen
Donna R. Peterson
Richard Phelan
Joan L. Pike
John Polimeno
John M. Powell
Frederick C.J. Powers
Joseph M. Prew
Robyn Patrice Prioli
Elizabeth R. Prizio
Lynn E. Quackenbush
Craig A. Ramsdell
Michael Restuccia
Donna M. Ricci
Michael A. Ricci
Carolyn Rice
Cynthia Jean Rice
Peter Richardson
Martha E. Rickley
Everett F. Rikeman
Joan M. Robinson
Mary Lee Rogers
Leslie A. Rouvalis
Mark Santoro
Heidi E. Saunders
David W. Savage
Karen M. Sawyer
Richard Saxon
Donald F. Schloth
Gretchen A. Schmuch
Catherine R. Seaward
William P. Seldon
Kevin T. Shea
Karen Sheehan
Lisa Beth Sheppard
Lisa Ann Simone
Marcia J. Sims
David James Singleton
Scott L. Slezinger
Debra J. Smith
John Smith
Margaret M. Smith
** Marilyn Arline Smith
Maureen Anne Smith
*
* Nathan W. Smith
Matthew Adam Sorenson
Ellen M. Souther
*
* Keith B. Spinney
R. Scott Sprague
Joanne R. Steele
*
* Mary Ann Steele
*
* Michael F. Steen
Gail Laura Stephens
Wayne H. Stoddart
Linda D. Stone
*
* Sharon Kay Strandberg
Joanne M. Strazzere
Michael D. Sullivan
David Joseph Surette
Karen Marie Surette
Mary Jo Sweeney
Ernest James Swymer
Susan Swymer
Lisa Teague
Nancy Teel
** Lome W. Thomas 1 1
1
Eric Mark Thompson
Susan M, Trocki
Richard W. Tucker, Jr.
Stephen J. Tulipano
Robert A. Turnbull
Glenn W. Tyler
*
* Gail Frances Upham
W. Matthew Vander-Haegen
Jeffrey F. Varney
Wendy Carol Waldron
Marcy M. Wales
Jennifer L. Walker
Maureen E. Wall
Kevin F. Wallace
Robert Wandrey
Anne L. Ward
Jacqueline D. Ward
Richard Wasserboehr
Mary M. Whalen
Stephen M. Whalen
Laurel A. Wheaton
Daine M. Whippen
Abigail E. Williams
Glenn Richard Zaramba
Carl P. Zitzow
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EIGHTY-THIRD
ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
MUNICIPAL LIGHT BOARD
For the year ending
DECEMBER 31, 1977
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GENERAL STATISTICS OF
READING MUNICIPAL LIGHT DEPARTMENT
A TEN YEAR COMPARISON
SYSTEM OUTPUT 1967 1976 1977
Energy Purchased Kilowatt Hours 199,020,034 365,309,468 374,480,545
Cost per Kilowatt Hour Purchased 1.1573c 3.1932c 3.5811c
System Peak Kilowatt Load 46,272 71,360 74,880
KILOWATT HOURS SOLD
Residence 76,755,490 112,299,355 125,570,909
Industrial & Commercial 101,926,929 216,144,566 219,320,550
Other 3,454,521 4,198,381 4,294,460
Total 182,136,940 341,642,302 349,185,919
NUMBER OF CUSTOMERS
Residence 14,859 17,817 17,971
Industrial & Commercial 1,099 1,483 1,550
Other 133 104 128
Total 16,091 19,404 19,649
OPERATING REVENUE
Residence $1,904,231. $5,670,904. $6,478,733.58
Industrial & Commercial 1,939,541. 8,902,175. 10,126,783.92
Other 113,860. 281,721. 288,240.69
Total $3,957,632. $14,854,800. $16,902,758.19
AVERAGE REVENUE PER KWH
Residence 2,4809c 4.6369c 5.1666c
Industrial & Commercial 1.9029c 4.1186c 4.6173c
Other 3.3240c 6.9376c 6.7119c
Average Revenue All KWH 2.1729c 4.3354c 4.8406c
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MUNICIAPL LIGHT BOARD
John H. Crooker
Allan E . Ames
Francis H . Doughty
Term Expires 1978
Term Expires 1979
Term Expires 1980
Norbert D. Rhinerson
General Manager
25 Haven Street
Reading, Massachusetts
MANAGER’S REPORT
To: The Municipal Light Board
Gentlemen
:
Respectfully submitted is the eighty -third report of the Municipal
Light Department.
No new rate filings were made by Boston Edison Company during
1977 but this did not mean there was no activity before the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). FERC is successor to the
Federal Power Commission (FPC) under the new United States
Department of Energy as of October 1, 1977. The fact was that 1977 was
more costly to Reading in pursuing issues before FERC than in any
previous year in our history. I will attempt to summarize the activity in
each of the rate cases during 1977.
S—2 [Effective January 1, 1973 through December 14, 1974]
On January 24, the Presiding Administrative Law Judge (ALG)
issued his “Supplemental Initial Decision on Remand.” The Initial
Decision issued on June 2, 1976 had been sent back to the ALG for
further consideration of several items, such as test year and price
squeeze, that the then FPC felt were not adequately dealth with. The
ALG on January 24 ruled that price discrimination was found to exist
and that the test year should be the actual 1973 and 1974 years.
On July 6, the FPC issued opinion No. 809 which ordered the test
year to be that of 1973. The FPC also reversed the ALG’s decision on
price squeeze which would have required Edison to reduce their wholesale
rates down to the retail industrial rate level. The FPC ordered more
hearings on the price squeeze issue. Challenges to this July 6 order were
made by ourselves, the towns of Norwood, Concord and Wellesley and
250
Boston Edison Company. Reading’s major complaint was with regard to
the test year, specifically that 1971 should have been used in any decision
because that year was used in Edison’s initial application for the S—
2
rate. The FPC denied any rehearings but did decide to reconsider certain
aspects of Order 809 issued on June 6.
On December 9, 1977, FERC issued Order 809A and in it reaffirmed
the 1973 test year but made certain modifications of their original orders.
FERC ordered Edison to file a new S— 2 rate schedule by February 9,
1978 upon which refunds will be determined. FERC also terminated the
portion of the rate case in which partial requirements rates were con-
sidered. Reading would have no further interest here as it began
operating under a contract demand rate on November 1, 1976. FERC did
order additional hearings to determine whether price squeeze did exist
during the S— 2 period. These hearings will begin early in 1978.
Reading’s interest here will be primarily determined by Edison’s S—
rate filing and how that new rate level matches up with Edison’s in-
dustrial rates during that same period.
S-3 [Effective December 15, 1974 to February 27, 1976]
The FPC ALG issued his Initial Decision on the S-3 case on June 14,
1977. All briefing was completed before the end of the year and we now
await a decision by FERC itself.
Due to a later ruling in 1977 by the United States Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia which decided that S-4 should have been
made effective on February 27 instead of July 24, 1976, Rate S-3 would
retroactively be replaced by Rate S-4 on February 28, 1976. I will go into
more detail on this under the S-4 rate discussion.
S-3 Revised [Effective April 1, 1976 to July 24, 1976]
Boston Edison Company filed this rate on January 2, 1976 and the
FPC let it become effective on March 1, 1976. The filing was made to
comply with the FPC fuel adjustment provision order issued November
13, 1974. The key provision in the S-3 Revised rate was a deferred fuel
charge which Edison claimed the customers would have to pay over a
two-year period as a result of Edison having to bill fuel on a current basis
rather than on a two-month lagging basis.
The result to Reading was that over a two-year period we have to
pay Edison an additional $871,191.00. At the end of 1977, we had made
payments of $785,924.35 to Edison. The $871,191.00 payment will be
reached in early March of 1978.
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The FPC Administrative Law Judge issued his initial decision on
March 9, 1977, in which he stated that Boston Edison shall return all
monies collected under this rate to the municipal customers. Our at-
torneys have fully briefed this case and we now await a decision by
FERC. The FPC had ruled in a similar case (Public Service of New
Hampshire) that a similar fuel surcharge there was not to be allowed.
We are hopeful that this case will be resolved in early 1978 and
refunds can be made to our customers.
The S-3 Revised rate period is also within the S-4 retroactive period
back to February 27, 1976, but the deferred fuel expense issue is also in
the S-4 rate period.
During the course of the S-3 Revised rate case, our Washington
economic consultants discovered an error in Boston Edison’s fuel
calculations. As a result, Edison filed a corrected rate schedule which
was accepted by the FPC on January 12, 1977. On February 11, 1977, we
received a check from Edison in the amount of $103,903.03. As this was a
fuel charge refund, our customer’s fuel charges were reduced by 1.7 mils
per kwh during the months of February and March. This fully dispersed
this refund.
S-4 [Originally Effective on July 24, 1976 to October 31, 1976]:
On August 27, 1975, Boston Edison filed their S-4 rate schedule
applicable to Reading, Norwood, Concord and Wellesley. The FPC on
September 24, 1975 notified Edison that its filing wras deficient and a new
filing should be made.
On January 23, 1976, Edison refiled their S-4 rate and asked that it
be made effective on February 27, 1976. The FPC suspended the rate
until July 24, 1976. We were elated because the further delay saved our
customers a substantial amount of money and delayed the increase in our
wholesale rate increase surcharge from 26 to 47.6% for five months.
Edison appealed this FPC decision to the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia.
On July 28, 1977, this court referred the case back to the FPC with
orders to allow Edison to retroactively apply the S-4 rate to its
customers, including Reading. This court order was appealed to the U.S.
Supreme Court and as they did not hear it, the Appeals Court decision
was upheld.
On September 15, 1977, the FPC ordered the S-4 schedule to be
effective retroactively to Reading as of February 27, 1976. Shortly
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thereafter, Edison billed Reading $720,445.12, plus interest, to cover the
retroactive period of February 27, 1976 to July 24, 1976. At year end, no
payments had been made to Edison as we assumed refunds from the
other cases would offset this amount.
Contract Demand [Effective November 1
,
1976 to Present]:
Our decision to become a contract demand customer of Edison’s
together with the 5000 kw Life of Unit purchase of Edison’s Pilgrim #1
Nuclear unit at Plymouth, Massachusetts, has reduced our pruchased
power costs by $400,000. in the first year of its implementation,
November 1, 1976 through October 31, 1977.
There was a one-day formal hearing on this case on May 17, 1977
and following that, initial and reply briefs were filed by all parties.
On October 4, 1977, the FERC Administrative Law Judge issued his
initial decision. The Edison Cost of Service was not a consideration in the
Contract Demand Case as that would be dealt with in the S-4 case. The
matters to be dealt with in the Contract Demand case were the notice
provisions, how the base-intermediate and peaking capacity relationship
was determined, the transmission rate levels and the general terms and
conditions of such service. The Judge opined that we had met the notice
provisions and should have been allowed to embark on various unit
contract arrangements that we had proposed.
Briefings on this case were delayed as we entered into settlement
negotiations with Edison on S-3, S-4 and Contract Demand, but at year
end no agreement had been signed.
Early in the year, the FPC staff brought all the parties together in
the first attempt at settlement since late 1974, but negotiations broke off
early in February. We felt that we could agree with Edison on settlement
rates and refunds but the other Towns could not.
While our basic retail rates and surcharges remained unchanged
during 1977, charges to customers increased dramatically beginning in
October because Boston Edison’s Pilgrim #1 nuclear plant was shut
down in August for refueling. The Pilgrim plant was scheduled to resume
operation in late October but due to added problems did not begin
operation until mid-December and then only for a short time. This had a
drastic effect on fuel adjustment charges which had averaged 1.7c/kwh
during the first eight months. At year end, fuel adjustments had risen to
nearly 2.8c/kwh, a 65% increase. Assuming that fuel charges represent
50% of each electric bill, the increased fuel charge would mean a 32.5%
increase in the average electric bill by the end of the year. When Pilgrim
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#1 resumes normal operation the fuel adjustment will return to near the
previous level. The new nuclear fuel is about 0.1c /kwh higher than
before.
Our load management efforts during 1977 proved themselves during
the very hot summer periods of July 18 through the 21st and on August
29. On each of these days our demand approached 75,000 kW.
Two of our larger customers, Sweetheart Plastics and Charles River
Breeding Laboratories, achieved load reductions during these peak
periods of 1047 and 391 kVA respectively. The Town of Reading In-
cinerator shut down completely on the first period and partially on the
second. A blacktop plant and a gravel crushing operation also cooperated
with us. We had also reset time clock controls on some 1800 water
heaters so they could not come on during the noon to 6:00 p.m. period.
The total result in our estimation was a reduction in our system load of
close to 2000 kW.
Many schemes are being put forth these days to help utilities lower
their demands, the intent of which is to reduce the need for new
generating plants in the future.
The Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities on December 29
issued a final order mandating investor-owned electric utilities operating
in Massachusetts to adopt rate structures based on peak load pricing.
The order, not applicable to municipal electric systems such as Reading,
requires a three-stage gradual implementation over a nine-month period.
Investor-owned companies, amongst othe things, must do load research,
study various load management systems, do more detailed cost of service
presentations in rate cases, and offer time of day or peak load pricing
rates to customers who elect to pay for the special metering required. The
D.P.U. will also require a flat rate schedule unless utilities can justify
using the present declining block schedule.
While these regulations do not apply to Reading now, our being
adjacent to investor-owned electric utilities which are using peak load
pricing rates, will pressure us to develop such rate methodologies also.
Planning work proceeded on the expansion of the Kenneth E. Gaw
Substation on Causeway Road in Reading and the new and larger
Wildwood Substation in Wilmington. Specifications were prepared, bids
were taken and contracts awarded for the four power transformers, 7 oil
circuit breakers, air brake switches, and metal clad switchgear, all of
which is scheduled to be delivered in May through Uly of 1978.
Specifications were issued for control boards, bids on these will be taken
in January of 1978. The consultants were also preparing drawings for
concrete foundations and steel structures and the specifications for the
supervisory control system at year end.
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As the project will cost close to $3,000,000. it was necessary to
request Town Meeting to approve a $1,500,000. bond issue. This ap-
proval was granted on November 14, 1977. The bond issue will be for a
ten -year term. The balance of funds for the project will come from the
Department’s depreciation reserve fund.
During the year we completed the blacktopping, fencing and other
work on the additional 1/2 acre property adjacent to our present garage
and storage area which was purchased at the close of 1975. Facilities were
also added to light the new area which is primarily for pole storage. An
electrically -operated gate was installed on the Ash Street entrance which
can be operated by the Ash Street operator. Ultimately this will make
access to all materials much easier and snow plowing within the surface
storage area more efficient.
Work was also started late in the year on repairing the roof at the old
Ash Street Station building. Two parapet walls will be removed, the slate
repaired and new gutters and downdrains installed. There was con-
sideration of a complete replacement of the slate by asphalt shingles but
this was not thought to be wise as the repaired slate would outlast the
asphalt shingles.
Trouble had been experienced for some time with the pipeline which
supplies steam, the condensate return from the garage to the Ash Street
Power Station boiler. In November we retained a heating consultant to
prepare plans and specifications for a new boiler installation in the garage
building. When this boiler is installed, we will discontinue the use of the
pipeline and at that time review as to whether the larger old boiler in the
Power Station should be replaced. We will also be looking for ways to
reduce the heating costs in both buildings by the use of insulation and
other means.
Planning for the future power supply continued during the year.
Additional power sales contracts were signed with the Massachusetts
Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC). MMWEC engaged in two
financings during the year. The first, classified as 1977 Series A,
amounting to $177,370,000. was to provide funds needed for joint
ownership in (1) Nuclear Mix #1 (156,231 kW of Boston Edison Pilgrim
#2; 18,440 kW of Northeast Utilities Millstone #3, and 3,744 kW of New
Hampshire Public Service Seabrook #1 and #2 through January 1, 1982;
(2) Nuclear Project #3 (36, 756kW of Northeast Utilities Millstone #3
through January 1, 1982, and (3) 22,031 kW of the Central Maine Power,
William F. Wyman Unit #4). The second MMWEC financing during
1977 amounted to $83,500,000. and was to provide funds needed for a
joint ownership in 100,000 kW of New Hampshire Public Service
Seabrook #1 and #2 through January 1981.
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Reading has now signed power sales contracts for the following
capacity:
26,261 kW of MMWEC Nuclear Mix #1 which is made up of
22,996 kW of Boston Edison Pilgrim #2
2,714 kW of Northeast Utilities Millstone #3 and
551 kW of New Hampshire Public Service Seabrook #1 and #2
25,874 kW of MMWEC Nuclear Mix #2 which is made up of
20,844 kW of New England Power Co. NEP #1 & #2 and
5,030 kW of Northeast Utilities Montague #1 & #2
1,934 kW of MMWEC Nuclear Project #3 which is all in
Northeast Utilities Millstone #3
12,556 kW of MMWEC Nuclear Project #4 which is all in
New Hampshire Public Service Seabrook #1 and #2
1,744 kW of MMWEC Nuclear Project #5 which is all in
New Hampshire Public Service Seabrook #1 and #2
49,255 kW of MMWEC Phase 1 Project which is in MMWEC’s
Combined Cycle Plant at Ludlow, Mass.
33,170 kW of MMWEC Phase 11 Project which is in MMWEC’s
Peaking Plant at Ludlow, Mass.
The first power sales contract will become effective when MMWEC’s
Combined Cycle Plant in Ludlow becomes operational in lat 1981.
MMWEC’s Peaking Plant will begin operations during 1982. The nuclear
plants will become available from 1982 through 1986. In the meantime we
have a power supply from Boston Edison Company under a Contract
Demand contract and with other utilities under short term contracts
.
These have been a number of delays in the area’s nuclear plant
operational schedules and any further delays will create serious power
supply problems for all New England electric utilities in the mid-1980’s.
Operating highlights for 1977 are presented here followed by a
summary of construction activities and financial statements.
PEAK LOAD: 74,880 kW - Increased 4.18%
The peak system load was on July 21 between 12:00 noon and 1:00
p.m. This was the fourth day of a very hot spell where the temperature
reached 102° at 3:15 p.m. From 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. that afternoon, the
temperature fell from 99 ° to 80° and constituted a very great relief for us
and our distribution system. The system reached the same peak again on
August 29 between 4:00 and 5:00 p.m., but this hot period was of a one-
day duration.
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PURCHASED POWER: 374,480,545 kWH - Increased 2.52%
This represents less than projected increase but sufficient to cover
our increased operating costs.
ENERGY SALES: 349,185,919 kWH - Increased 1.91%
Residential use this year increased by 2.68% while commercial
usage increased only by 1.47%. This is a reversal from the increases
experienced during 1976.
OPERATING REVENUE: $16,902,758.19 - Up 13.79%
As energy sales increased only 1.9%, the real increase in average
energy costs in 1977 was 11.65%.
TOTAL EXPENSES: $15,405,263.44 - Up 12.78%
Purchased power expenses increased 14.98%, which represents
85.3% of total expenses. Expenses other than purchased power were
reduced by 2.8%.
CUSTOMERS: 19,649 - Up 1.26%
This represents 154 new residential and 67 new commercial
customers.
PAYMENT TO TOWN: $438,996.84 - Decreased 1.3%
TOTAL COST OF PLANT AND GENERAL EQUIPMENT: -
$13,645,079.08 - Up 3.19%
Net additions to plant were $422,209. Gross additions were $516,460
and retirements were $94,252.
CONSTRUCTION HIGHLIGHTS
Construction of Feeders 168 and 1451 on Industrial Way,
Wilmington, are progressing with the installation of 40,200 ft. of 336.4
MCM aluminum spacer cable. Final cutover of these circuits will be
completed along with the transfer of the existing spacer cable to the new
pole line in 1978. These feeders will have a rated capacity of 10,000 kVA
each.
The construction to increase the capacity of Feeder 1415 to 10,000
kVA was partially completed this year with the installation of 10,500 ft.
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of 336.4 MCM, ACSR line wire on Lowell Street, Wilmington, from
Woburn Street to Cross Street.
Feeder 1459 has been extended on Butters Row, Wilmington, from
Main Street to Chestnut Street. 9600 ft. of 4/0 AWG, copper spacer
cable was installed and 100 kVA of 5 kV load was transferred to the 15kV
system.
Main and Lowell Streets, Wilmington, has been converted from the
existing 5kV system to the 15 kV system with the exception of two
customers. These transfers also included DeMoulas’ Shopping Center
and Lucci’s Shopping Center. The total load transfer for this project was
2500 kVA.
Work is progressing on the conversion of Middlesex Avenue,
Wilmington. The construction on Glen Road for the 15 kV conversion is
complete and the final cutover is expected early in 1978. The remaining
work on this project will continue in the coming year. The total load that
will be transferred is 700 kVA.
The conversion work from 5 kV to 15 kV in Wilmington has
necessitated the addition and upgrading of 15 kV feeders in Wilmington.
The two 5 kV stations, (Wilmington Center and Wildwood Street) will be
removed in 1978 and a new 35 kV to 15 kV station will be installed.
Work is still progressing on the Reading street lights, 221 — 189
Watt incandescent units were changed to 100 Watt mercury vapor units:
6 — 100 Watt mercury vapor units were added to the system along with 5
— 100 Watt and 6 — 250 Watt high pressure sodium units. This project
is expected to be completed in 1978 with 259 — 189 Watt incandescent
units left to be converted. When the entire town of Reading is converted
to mercury vapor street lighting, there will be a savings of approximately
333,000 kWH of energy per year and at the same time increase the
visibility of Reading streets.
600 kVAR of capacitors were installed this year in Lynnfield; 300
kVAR on Essex Street, and 300 kVAR on Pillings Pond Road. These
units were installed to further improve system power factor, voltage
regulation, reduce system losses and increase feeder capacity.
The Department’s storage area at the Service Center on Ash Street,
Reading, was expanded to accommodate the storage of poles, pipe,
crossarms and street light equipment. The 20,735 square feet of land at
208 Ash Street was graded, drainage installed, bituminous concrete
installed and the entire area fenced in. 400 ft. of rail and 50 concrete
supports were also installed to support the poles in the storage area.
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The replacement for car #13 was received in 1977. The new vehicle is
a Chevrolet Blazer equipped with 4-wheel drive to facilitate off-the-road
travel which has been increasing due to the number of developments and
pole line construction.
The Department installed 192 new single-phase services, 45 new
three-phase services along with 67 temporary services in 1977.
A.J. Tambone’s new 15,000 square foot multi-tenant building on
Concord Street, Wilmington, received a new three-phase service
requiring the installation of a 75 kVA, three-phase transformer.
A new three-phase, 45 kVA transformer and service was installed on
Eames Street, Wilmington, to service the new Commercial Food Service
Building.
Service was extended on Progress Way, Wilmington, for two new
buildings — 45,000 square foot building for A.D.S. Company with 300
kVA capacity, and 225 kVA of capacity for Acme Cabinet Company.
Service was installed for two buildings on Main Street, North
Reading — East Gate Liquors and Central Pharmacy. This necessitated
the installation of 75 kVA of transformer capacity and 500 ft. of 4/0
quadraplex secondary cable.
The Department relocated 10 poles and installed 1000 ft. of 1/0
AWG secondary cable at Birchmeadow in Reading to make room for the
new football field and ice skating area.
Twenty services were installed at Hopkins Farm off Hopkins Street,
Reading, which included the installation of 30 — 35 ft. Class 3 and 4
poles, 2,000 ft of #2 copper primary line wire, 2,000 ft. #2 aluminum
service cable and 7,500 ft of #4/0 aluminum 1/c line wire.
The Francis Drive development in Reading was started this year and
1,000 ft. of #1/0 aluminum primary line wire was installed along with
1,000 ft. of 3/0 AWG aluminum secondary cable.
UNDERGROUND SUBDIVISIONS
Mohawk Lane off Lowell Street, Lynnfield: This project continued
this year with the installation of 450 ft. of 4/0 aluminum, 600 volt,
secondary cable and 200 ft. of 3” PVC conduit for one new service.
Essex West off Essex Street, Lynnfield: This year 4 new services
were installed which necessitated the installation of 1500 ft. of 4/0
secondary cable and 300 ft. of 3" PVC conduit.
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Eastridge off Wildwood Drive, Lynnfield: Construction at this
project included the addition of 9 new services and the installation of
6,000 ft. of 4/0 secondary cable, 3,000 ft. of 3” PVC conduit, 3 — 37.5
kVA padmount tranformers, 4 concrete manholes along with 2,400 ft. of
1/0, 15,000 volt primary cable.
Patrice Lane off Main Street, Lynnfield: Work progressed on this
project with the installation of 3 new services and 750 ft. of 4/0
aluminum secondary cable and 1,200 ft. 3” PVC conduit. Also installed
at this location were 1 — 37.5 kVA padmount transformer, 1,000 ft. of
#1/0, 15,000 volt primary cable and 2 concrete manholes.
Cormier Park off Aldrich Road, Wilmington: The work completed at
this project included the installation of 4 concrete manholes, the delivery
of 4 additional units and 3,000 ft. of 3” PVC conduit.
Westover off Summer Street, Lynnfield: This project is continuing
with the installation this year of 1 manhole, 1,600 ft. of 3” PVC conduit
and 4 new services which included 1,800 ft. of 4/0 aluminum secondary
cable.
Juniper Ridge off Kilmarnock Street, Wilmington: Service was
extended to one new home which included 100 ft. of 3” PVC conduit and
500 ft. of 4/0 aluminum secondary cable.
North Hill Sub-Division off Park Street, North Reading: This
project was started late in 1977 and 4 manholes were installed along with
3,200 ft. of 3” PVC conduit.
King James Grant off Essex Street, Lynnfield: This area includes 31
lots with 4 services connected this year along with the installation of
2,100 ft. of 4/0 ahiminum secondary cable, 3 — 37.5 kVA padmount
transformers, 6 concrete manholes, 1,000 ft. of 1/0, 15,000 volt primary
cable and 3,000 ft. of 3” PVC conduit.
It is certainly well to recognize the Light Board’s farsightedness in
their planning for our future power supply and willingness to authorize
funds for maintaining our present facilities.
I also wish to thank the officials of Reading, Lynnfield, North
Reading and Wilmington, for their cooperation with our Department this
year, and a special thank you to our own Department employees who are
really the ones that make everything work so well through the worst
weather at times.
In accordance with Section 57, Chapter 164, of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I submit my estimate of income
and expenses of the plant for the calander year ending December 31,
1978.
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ESTIMATED INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR 1978
INCOME:
From Consumers $17,429,000.
From Tax Levy — For Street Lights 88,281.
— For Municipal Buildings 193,000.
From Miscellaneous Income 15,000.
Total Income $17,725,281.
EXPENSES:
Production $14,172,232.
Transmission 8,000.
Distribution 850,300.
Street Lighting 38,400.
Depreciation 402,883.
General Miscellaneous 932,000.
Interest on Bonds & Notes 23,275.
Bonds & Notes Payable Redeemed 30,000.
Taxes — Outside Towns 263,000.
Uncollectable Operating Revenue 50,000.
Interest on Consumer Deposits 8,000.
Total Expenses $16,778,090.
Excess of Income over Expenses: 947,191.
KWH Purchased 388,500,000
KWH Sold 361,100,000
KWH for Reading Street Lights 1,900,000
Expenses for KWH Sold 0.046464
Cost of Reading Street Lights 88,281
Appropriation for Reading Street Lights 88,281
A summary of Revenue and Expenses, Total Cost of Plant together
with the Balance Sheet, the Profit and Loss Account, the Financial
Report of the Town of Reading Municipal Light Department’s Em-
ployees’ Pension Trust Fund and the Auditor’s Certificate are appended
herewith.
Respectfully submitted,
NORBERT D. RHINERSON
General Manager
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TOTAL COST OF PLANT
AS OF
December 31, 1977
LAND — Kenneth E. Gaw Station $139,949.49
226 Ash Street 49,213.44
Garage & Stockroom 4,229.64
25 Haven Street 6,609.46
Wildwood Street, Wilmington 700.00
Main Street, Wilmington 6,726.92
Haverhill Street, North Reading 3,219.19
Main Street, Lynnfield Center 5,000.00
STRUCTURES - 226 Ash Street 88,446.66
25 Haven Street 366,797.66
Garage & Stockroom 124,120.51
Wildwood Substation — Wilmington 1,713.25
Kenneth E. Gaw Station 689,409.62
STATION EQUIPMENT - Reading — K.E. Gaw
Station 1,206,541.50
Reading — Ash Street 596,910.98
Lynnfield Center 164,906.78
North Reading 171,170.94
Wilmington — Main Street 118,225.95
Wilmington — Wildwood 181,621.93
POLES, FIXTURES & OVERHEAD CONDUCTORS
Transmission 105,576.20
Underground Conductors 1,557.80
Tower & Fixtures 67,116.63
POLES, FIXTURES & OVERHEAD CONDUCTORS -
Distribution 3,298,274.69
Underground Conduits 902,335.62
Underground Conductors 1,264,981.18
Line Transformers 1,435,671.06
Services 655,074.11
Meters 819,256.50
Street Lights & Signal Systems 575,579.02
TOTAL COST OF PLANT $13,050,936.73
General Equipment 594,142.35
TOTAL COST OF PLANT & GENERAL EQUIPMENT $13,645,079.08
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Ernst & Ernst
200 Clarendon Street • Boston. MA 021 1 6 • Phone 61 7/266-2000
Municipal Light Board
Town of Reading—Municipal
Light Department
Reading, Massachusetts
We have examined the balance sheets of the Municipal Light Department of the
Town of Reading as of December 31, 1977, and December 31, 1976, and the
related statements of income and earnings reinvested and changes in financial
position for the years then ended. Our examinations were made in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards and, accordingly, included such
tests of the accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we
considered necessary in the circumstances.
The Municipal Light Department continues to be involved in rate hearings
before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission as described in Note B to the
financial statements. The final outcome of these hearings is not presently
determinable
.
The Municipal Light Department depreciates its electric utility plant in
accordance with the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the
regulations of the Department of Public Utilities. The rate used (3% in both
1977 and 1976) is based on financial factors relating to cash flow rather than
engineering factors relating to estimates of useful lives.
The Municipal Light Department's revenues do not reflect accruals for electric
service provided to customers but not billed at the end of each accounting
period. The effect was to reduce net income for 1977 by approximately
$160,000 and for 1976 by approximately $45,000. Also, payments of bond
principal are reflected as an element of operating expense. Reporting bond
principal payments in this manner has the effect of reducing the net income
for 1977 by $30,000 and 1976 by $60,000.
In our opinion, except for the effects on the financial statements of
providing depreciation expense based on cash flow, not accruing unbilled
electric service and including bond principal payments as an operating
expense, and subject to the effects, if any, of adjustments as might have been
required had the outcome of the rate hearings referred to in the second
paragraph been known, the financial statements referred to above present
fairly the financial position of the Municipal Light Department of the Town of
Reading at December 31 1977, and December 31, 1976, and the results of its
operations and the changes in its financial position for the years then ended,
in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a
consistent basis.
Boston, Massachusetts
February 22, 1978
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BALANCE SHEET
TOWN OF READING-MUNICIPAL LIGHT DEPARTMENT
December 31
1977 1976
ASSETS
UTILITY PLANT—Note A
Electric utility plant in service
Less al lowances for depreciation
$13,645,204
7,290,334
$13,222,995
6,994,369
6,354,870 6,228,626
FUNDS ON DEPOSIT WITH TOWN TREASURER
(substantially in time deposits)
Depreciation fund—Note F
Other
1,445,503
229,468
1,286,755
212,820
1,674,971 1,499,575
CURRENT ASSETS
Funds on deposit with Town Treasurer:
Construction fund (approximately $70,000
in time deposits) 363,141 158,394
Reserve fund for payments in lieu of
taxes to Town of Reading 219,498
Reserve fund for payments in lieu of
taxes to other municipalities 50,945 16,000
Employee benefits fund 34,243
Other funds:
Consumers' deposits 132,388 115,387
Petty cash ooo 1,000
801,215 290,781
Accounts receivable—Note C 2,690,397 2,468,411
Materials and supplies 527,325 540,144
Unbilled fuel charges 383,049
Prepaid expenses 37,277 29,484
Other 24,728 30,531
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 4,463,991 3,359,351
$12.493,832 $11,087,552
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December 31
1977
LIABILITIES AND EARNINGS REINVESTED
EARNINGS REINVESTED
Appropriated for loan repayment $ 1,966,578
Earnings reinvested in plant 7.967,970
9,934,548
6% BONDS
—
payable in annual amounts of
$30,000 through November 15, 1990,
less current portion 360,000
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable 1,640,089
Consumers’ deposits 132,388
Accrued employee benefits 34,243
Portion of long-term debt due withir.
one year 30,000
Accrued interest 2 ,925
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 1,839,645
CUSTOMER ADVANCES FOR CONSTRUCTION 114,113
CONTRIBUTIONS IN AID OF CONSTRUCTION 195,526
RESERVE FOR UNCOLLECTIBLE ACCOUNTS 50,000
SYSTEM EXPANSION AND IMPROVEMENT—NOTE F
1976
$ 1,936,578
7,063,647
9,000,225
390,000
1,207,270
115,387
30,000
10,300
1,362,957
97,539
181,331
55,500
$12,493,832 $11,087,552
See notes to financial statements.
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STATEMENTS OF INCOME AND EARNINGS REINVESTED
TOWN OF READING—MUNICIPAL LIGHT DEPARTMENT
Year Ended December 31
1977 1976
Revenue—Notes A and C:
Residential service—Rate Schedule A S 6,487,733 S 5,670,904
Commercial service—Rate Schedule B
Commercial and industrial service
—
325,870 299,891
Rate Schedule C 9,094,834 7,997,335
Private companies and municipal plants 33,283 28,514
Street lighting service 242,856 242,370
Municipal service—Rate Schedule B 30,143 31,256
Municipal service—Rate Schedule C
Private street lighting service
—
675,909 573,693
Rate Schedule D 12,102 10,837
16,902,730 14,854,800
Other income ( principally investment income) 172,733 68,593
17,075,463 14,923,393
Operating expenses:
Operations 14,845,213 13,095,265
Maintenance
Depreciation of electric utility plant—
258,139 255,690
Note A 350,260 331,748
Payments in lieu of personal property taxes 232,405 209,658
Bond payments—Note A 30,000 60,000
Interest 31,218 35.335
15,747,235 13,987,696
NET INCOME 1 .328 . 728 935,697
Earnings reinvested at beginning of year 9,000,225 8,452,549
Appropriation of loan repayment
Transfer to General Funds of the Town in
30,000 60,000
accordance with vote of Town Meeting 438,997) ( 444 , 768 ^
Miscellaneous 15,092 ( 3,253)
EARNINGS REINVESTED AT END OF YEAR S 9.934,548 S 9,000,225
( ) Denote deduction.
See notes to financial statements.
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STATEMENTS OF CHANGES IN FINANCIAL POSITION
TOWN OF READING—MUNICIPAL LIGHT DEPARTMENT
Year Ended December 31
1977 1976
SOURCE OF FUNDS
Net income $1,328,228 $ 935,697
Charges to income not requiring current
outlay of working capital:
Depreciation—Note A 390,217 378,904
Increase (decrease) in reserve for
uncollectible accounts ( 5,500) 26,227
Bond payments—Note A 30,000 60,000
TOTAL FROM OPERATIONS 1,742,945 1 ,400,828
Contributions in aid of construction 14,195 26,560
Customer advances for construction 16,574 32,766
1,773,714 1 ,460,154
USE OF FUNDS
Net additions to utility plant 516,461 423,066
Increase in depreciation fund 158,748 392,030
Transfer to General Funds of the Town in
accordance with vote of Town Meeting 438,997 444,768
Reduction of long-term debt, including
change in current portion 30,000 30,000
Increase in municipally-sponsored
electric power facilities fund 16,648 12,820
Other ( 15,092) 3,253
1,145,762 1,305,937
INCREASE IN WORKING CAPITAL $ 627,952 $ 154,217
CHANGES IN COMPONENTS OF WORKING CAPITAL
Increase (decrease) in current assets:
Fund accounts $ 510,434 ($ 795,188)
Accounts receivable 221,986 927,987
Materials and supplies ( 12,819) ( 30,578)
Prepaid expenses 7,793 19,625
Unbilled fuel charges 383,049
Other ( 5,803) ( 6,051)
1,104,640 115,795
Increase (decrease) in current liabilities:
Accounts payable 432,819 187,656
Boston Edison Company rebate to be refunded ( • 195,697)
Consumers' deposits 17,001 ( 7,016)
Accrued employee benefits 34,243
Current portion of long-term debt ( 30,000)
Accrued interest ( 7,375) 6,635
476,688 ( 38,422)
INCREASE IN WORKING CAPITAL $ 627,952 $ 154,217
See notes to financial statements.
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
TOWN OF READING—MUNICIPAL LIGHT DEPARTMENT
NOTE A—SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Accounting : The Municipal Light Department of the Town of Reading (the
''Department") prepares its financial statements in accordance with the
"Uniform System of Accounts For Electric Companies" as prescribed by the
Department of Public Utilities of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Utility Plant : The electric utility plant is stated on the basis of cost and
includes expenditures for major renewals and betterments, while replacements,
maintenance and repairs which do not improve or extend the useful lives of the
respective assets are expensed currently. When properties are retired or
otherwise disposed of, the Department calculates or estimates the related cost
and accumulated depreciation which is removed from the respective accounts and
any profit or loss on disposition is credited or charged to earnings
re invested
.
Depreciation is computed by the straight-line method at 3%, in both 1977 and
1976, of the cost of the electric utility plant at the beginning of the year,
exclusive of the cost of land and land rights.
Revenues : Revenues are based on rates authorized by applicable regulatory
agencies applied to customer consumption of utility services. The Department
does not record the estimated unbilled revenue at the end of its accounting
period (Note C).
Bond Payments : The Department, for financial statement purposes, includes
payments of bond principal as an element of operating expense. This practice
had the effect of reducing net income by $30,000 and $60,000 for the years
ended December 31, 1977 and 1976, respectively.
NOTE B—RATE HEARINGS
The Department and other interested parties are involved in several hearings
before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (successor to the Federal
Power Commission) in connection with rate increases initiated by Boston Edison
Company in 1973, 1974 and 1976. The Department purchased all of its
electricity from Boston Edison Company in these years.
The Federal Power Commission approved each rate increase subject to refund of
any portion of the rate increases found to be unjustified or unreasonable.
The rate increases, except for the retroactive S-4 rate filing covering the
period February 22, 1976 through July 24, 1976, have been paid by the
Depar tment
On January 5, 1978, the Department approved a Settlement Agreement with Boston
Edison Company, which Agreement, among other things, resolves certain past
differences on rate increases and provides for certain power purchase
commitments by the Department through October 31, 1981. The Settlement
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS—CONTINUED
TOWN OF READING—MUNICIPAL LIGHT DEPARTMENT
NOTE B—RATE HEARINGS—CONTINUED
Agreement has been filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for
acceptance; unless the Commission approves the Settlement Agreement in its
entirety, it will not become effective. As of February 22, 1978, the
Commission had not decided to accept the Settlement Agreement as filed.
NOTE C—UNBILLED REVENUE
Revenues reported by the Department in each year represent actual billings
rendered to customers in that year using a cycle-billing system. Revenue for
electric service provided to customers but not billed by the Department at the
end of the accounting period is not accrued in the financial statements. At
December 31, 1977 and 1976, unbilled revenues were approximately $666,000 and
$506,000, respectively.
NOTE D—EMPLOYEES ' RETIREMENT TRUST
The Department's employees are covered under the State retirement plan for
municipal employees. Actuarially-determined contributions to the Employees'
Retirement Trust were $306,000 in 1977 and $301,617 in 1976. It is the policy
of the Department to fund pension cost accrued.
NOTE E—AGREEMENT WITH MASSACHUSETTS MUNICIPAL WHOLESALE ELECTRIC COMPANY
The Town of Reading and other cities and towns have entered into agreements
with Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) providing for
the purchase of electric power. This allows the Town of Reading to obtain the
advantages of bulk power supply pooling with the other participants in MMWEC.
The Department will pay MMWEC for the cost of power delivered and has agreed
to absorb a proportionate share of the costs of operating MMWEC.
NOTE F—SYSTEM EXPANSION AND IMPROVEMENT
The Department plans to spend approximately $3,000,000 to expand and improve
its present system. At December 31, 1977, the Department had awarded
contracts for approximately $1,316,000. The Town Meeting approved a ten-year
bond issue of $1,500,000; the remainder of the project will be financed from
the Department's depreciation fund.
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Report of the Board of Public Works
To the Citizens of Reading:
The Board of Public Works submits its Annual Report for 1977.
On April 11, 1977 the Board reorganized with Paul C. Dustin as
Chairman and John W. Price as Secretary and Board Members ap-
pointed to the various committees as follows:
School Building Committee
Recreation Committee
Industrial Committee
Growth and Development Comm.
NESWC Northeast and 128 West
Solid Waste Recovery
Rte. 129 Study Committee
Lawrence R. Blood
John H. Russell
John W. Price
John H. Russell
Alexander T. Botka
Lawrence R. Blood
Regular meetings were held on Monday Evenings and additional
evenings as required. There were a total of twenty-eight meetings for the
year.
The Board of Public Works has become increasingly aware of the
heavy tax burden to the citizens of Reading and a review of the budget
for the fiscal year 1978 made a concerted effort to reduce spending to
result in a zero impact on the tax levy, which resulted in cutting back on
services in the following areas: sidewalk construction, sewer house
connections, park construction and drain construction.
The Willow Street Interceptor Sewer Contract was signed early in
the Spring of 1977 and State and Federal Funding have been approved
for the project. It was anticipated that the construction of the interceptor
will be completed during the Spring of 1978. The Street Sewer Con-
struction Program Contract was signed in the Spring of 1977 and State
and Federal Funds have also been approved for this project. It appears
that the contract will be completed in the Spring of 1978.
The Board met with a consultant engineer working on a com-
prehensive study of the water system several times during the Fall of
1977 discussing all aspects of supply, treatment, storage and
distribution. It is anticipated a report will be received in March of 1978.
On November 7, 1977 Alexander T. Botka resigned from the Board
because of personal reasons. The Board wishes to thank Mr. Botka for
his valuable contribution and participation in the activities of the Board
of Public Works.
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To fill the unexpired term the Board advertised in the Reading
Chronicle requesting interested citizens to come forward and express
their interest in serving on the Board. The following people were in-
terviewed: Mr. Richard Berry, Mr. David Testa and Mr. Douglas A.
Cowell. After careful consideration, Douglas A. Cowell was appointed to
fill the unexpired term caused by Mr. Botka’s resignation.
The Board of Public Works is continuing to review the needs and
requirements of the Town in disposing of its solid waste. Mr. Botka and
Mr. Cowell attended meetings of the Northeast Solid Waste Disposal
district keeping the Town apprised of the latest developments in this
area. Also, the Board visited the Resco facility in Saugus and has
reviewed a proposal by Titan Environmental Group to build a resource
and recovery plant in Beverly. The Board has continued to carefully
monitor the rubbish collection and municipal incinerator with an eye to
reduce costs in this area as much as possible.
A contract was let for the construction of a new drainage channel
running northerly and easterly of the dump which will increase the life of
the sanitary landfill to 1990.
During 1977, the Board of Public Works met with the Board of
Selectmen and other Town Boards on several occasions to discuss mutual
probjems of labor negotiations, centralized control of the maintenance of
public lands, parks and playgrounds and conservation and drainage
policy.
The Board wishes to extend its thanks to the Town Boards, Com-
mittees, Department employees and the general public for their
cooperation and assistance.
Respectfully submitted,
PAUL C. DUSTIN, Chairman
JOHN W. PRICE, Secretary
LAWRENCE R. BLOOD
JOHN H. RUSSELL
DOUGLAS A. COWELL
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
To the Board of Public Works
Gentlemen:
As required by Section 4, Chapter 118, of the Acts authorizing the
Town of Reading to establish a Board of Public Works, I respectfully
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submit for your consideration the fifty-seventh Annual Report of the
Department of Public Works and a short resume’ of the work performed
during the year 1977 with recommendations for the future.
GENERAL
The Department continues to provide service to the Town in varied
areas through its maintenance and construction dividions. Residential
construction slowed to a moderate rate and the Department continues to
look at the need to have a proper balance between its own staff and
outside contractors contracting certain types of work out such as sewer
main construction and parts of the highway maintenance program.
BOARD OF SURVEY
The members of the Board of Public Works are ex-officio members of
the Board of Survey. Acting as the Board of Survey several hearings
were held for the consideration of individual street layouts and for
developments including several streets. Conferences were held with
developers, contractors and affected property owners.
Estimates were prepared and performance bonds secured for proper
construction. All construction work by developers is supervised closely
by the Board of Public Works employees. The following sudivisions were
under construction during 1977:
Francis Drive (Parkview Estates)
Milepost Road
Riverside Drive
County Road
Hopkins Farm
South Street (7 Lots)
Countryside Lane Ext.
Colonial Drive Extension
Chapel Hill Estates
ENGINEERING DIVISION
The Engineering Division continues to do the over all planning for
the Department of Public Works making studies of existing operations
and recommending improvements and changes in each division of the
Department and is able to assist in some degree other Boards and
committees with engineering problems. The Engineering Division is by
employing a professional attitude doing excellent work in solving many
of the Department’s major and minor problems by making many
specialized studies.
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WATER DIVISION
Residential construction remained at a light level. A total of 6,004
lineal feet of water main was installed. A total of 68 new water survices
were installed and 50 old services were replaced.
Pumping Stations and Filter Plant
Total rainfall in 1977 was above normal.
A total of 728,181,200 gallons of water was delivered to the
distribution system in 1977.
The highest single day’s consumption was 3,319,200 gallons on May
22, 1977. The highest seven days’ consumption for the period was July
14, 1977 through July 20, 1977, 20,428,000 gallons.
WELL FIELDS
The tubular wells at 100-Acre were cleaned, inspected and repaired
by contractor this year as this appears to be a much more efficient way to
handle this problem.
Statistics for the Year Ended
December 1977
Population — Town of Reading Census of 1977 — 23,539.
Date of construction of Pumping Stations — 1931, 1942, 1948, 1959,
1960, 1962, 1965, 1966, 1974.
Sources of supply: Tubular (Driven) Wells and Gravel Walled Wells.
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HIGHWAY DIVISION
Street Betterments
Six streets were accepted as public ways. The streets were: Indian
Tree Lane, Hodson Lane, Beaver Road, Rustic Lane Ext., Balsam Road
Ext., and Annette Lane.
Sidewalk Construction and Maintenance
Due to a new policy developed by the Board the Department is no
longer constructing new sidewalks but is only maintaining those in
existence. Repairs were made to sidewalks on Sanborn Street, Lowell
Street, Linden Street and California Road.
Maintenance of Storm Drains
All catch basins were cleaned with a mechanical cleaning machine.
Culverts and ditches were cleaned as required to prevent flooding.
Storm Water Drains
This item continues to be a source of constant request for facilities.
The program has been developed to include only those projects which is
felt will be of most value to the Town and abutters under a reduced
annual appropriation. Only the worst problem areas are being considered
for improvements.
Snow and Ice
Several plowable snow storms occurred: also, several that required
sanding only. However, in January of 1977 the Town was hit with a
severe snow and icing condition which required a substantial effort on the
part of Department personnel and additional hired equipment to bring
the Town back to a reasonable and normal condition. Every reasonable
effort was made to plow and remove snow and return the Town to normal
condition in each instance.
Park and Playground Division
Extensive maintenance was accomplished on all areas; debris was
removed, beds and walks edged, fertilizer applied, grass cut, loam and
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seed spread, play equipment repaired, bleachers repainted, fences
repaired, brush cut and removed, ball fields maintained, tennis courts
maintained plus many other related items of work.
Men and equipment were placed at the disposal of the Recreation
Committee and work done which would allow their program to be carried
out efficiently.
During 1977 the Department employed four additional people during
the summer months funded by Federal Funds to assist the Department
in combating the ever increasing vandalism in this area.
Work began at the skating area at Birch Meadow to convert this
area into a multipurpose are, suitable for a practice field and winter
skating. It is hoped that this work can be completed by the Fall of 1978.
Sewer Division
Sewer Construction, generally speaking, followed the program as
printed in the Annual Report. Some changes in programming were
necessary.
Sewers were installed in several streets, with the work being done by
contract.
Sewer house connections were installed in 48 houses by Town forces.
The Licensed Drain Layers installed 122 house connections.
Maintenance of main sanitary sewers was accomplished, using a
power operated cleaning machine.
The sewer pumping stations at Charles Street, Batchelder Road and
Willow Street operated efficiently with no major problem. However, the
sewer ejection station located on Kieran Road had a major breakdown
and it became necessary to obtain an auxiliary pump while repairs were
being made.
Sanitation Division
The sanitary landfill is operating in accordance with the State
Health Department requirements and a proposed planning of operation
and maintenance at the landfill has received the Health Department’s
approval. Also, the rerouting of the Quannapowitt drainage channel
through the center of the landfill has been put out to contract. Since the
Municipal Incinerator was unable to burn all the Town’s trash it became
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necessary to bury trash at the sanitary landfill. Because of the many
difficulties experienced and of the breakdowns, the Incinerator continues
to be an extremely high maintenance item.
The recycling of paper, glass and cans continues to operate with
approximately ten percent of the citizens involved in the program. These
items are being removed from the incinerator and landfill operation and
are a definite plus to the Department. The operation is more than paying
for itself. Further education and involvement by the citizens is definitely
needed in this area.
SEWER CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
1978
Street Section Length
West Street County to Border 1200
Border Road All 1650
Whitehall Lane South to High Point 200
South Street West St. to High Point 815
Breton Circle All 200
Barbara Lane Dana Road Southerly 300
Ejector Station Border Road
4,365
1979
Brewer Lane All 400
Emerson Street All 900
Dividence Road All 1200
Eaton Street Lakeview Ave. to High Point 280
Macintosh Road All 160
Fox Run Lane All 500
Lakeview Ave. Beech to Eaton 240
Ejector Station Brewer Lane
3,680
1980
D Street All 400
Lafayette Road All 1500
Elm Street Beacon to Chestnut 300
Small Lane All 300
Bunker Avenue All 250
C Street East side of Libby 300
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John St. Court All 300
F Street West side of Libby 400
Beacon Street Auburn to Elm 400
Sanborn Lane All 2600
Brande Court All 200
Longwood Road 500
Kelch All 300
7,750
General Resume
/
During 1977, the sewer main construction program continued in
accordance with a planned program with the Town’s Engineering
Division handling most of the design and supervision of construction
except for the installation of the interceptor sewer from the Willow Street
Pumping Station along the Aberjona to the M. D. C. truck line in
Woburn and most of the main street sewers in the Willow Street Pum-
ping District. This project was handled by a consultant engineer and is
funded by a Federal and State construction grant for approximately 90%
of the cost. It now appears that this program will be completed in the
Spring of 1978.
The extension of the sewer system is progressing well and in 1977
approximately 6.28 miles of sewer were installed by the Town’s con-
tractors bringing the total miles of sewer lines installed to 82.53.
The Master Drainage Plan began in 1975 and was presented to the
Board of Public Works during the Spring of 1977. This plan points out
many dificiencies in the overall Town drainage system and because of
budget restraint, it is planned to phase the construction recom-
mendations of this plan into the Department’s program in 1981 to
coincide with the anticipated completion of the main sewer construction
program.
A continued review of the park and playground facilities has in-
dicated a definite need to develop an athletic facility program. This
program should be developed during 1978 and be geared to the financial
level recommended by the Town Capital Budget Plan.
The report on Town of Reading Water System Study began in the
Spring of 1977, is nearing completion and studies the water needs
through the year 2010. It is anticipated it will make recommendations in
a three phase program, the first of which should be completed by 1985
recommending the improvement to the existing system and to meet the
demands anticipated to develop by 1985. Phase two improvements are
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recommended to relieve areas with insufficient fire flows by reinforcing
the supply to meet the demands anticipated to occur by 1995. Phase
three improvements are recommended to increase supply to meet the
anticipated demands and provide further reinforcing to the distribution
system. These recommendations are vitally important to the Town and I
recommend that these programs be implemented in a financially
responsible way.
Respectfully submitted,
E. ROGER LOUANIS
Superintendent
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Report of the Board of Assessors
January 1, 1977
Land
Buildings
Personal Property
$68,642,285.00
210,097,050.00
4,573,132.00
Total $283,312,467.00
AMOUNT TO BE RAISED
Appropriated for Town Purposes
To be paid for State & County Taxes
Overlay
$17,744,584.23
1,172,338.98
330,914.48
Total $19,247,837.69
INCOME
$2,773,015.64
2,383,382.00
19,930.35
1,492,436.17
Estimated Receipts — Cherry Sheet
Estimated Receipts — Local
Over Estimates in 1977 Cherry Sheet
Available Funds
Total $6,668,764.16
Net amount to be raised by taxation $12,579,073.53
Amount to be raised
Valuation
$12,579,073.53
283,312,467.00
= $44.40 per thousand
valuation
Actual Commitments for 1977
1977 Real Estate
1977 Personal Property
1977 Farm Animal Excise
1975 Motor Vehicle Excise
1976 Motor Vehicle Excise
1977 Motor Vehicle Excise
Sewer Frontage
Sewer House Connection
$12,376,026.47
203,047.06
62.75
2,497.18
146,525.76
958,150.64
56,149.67
58,120.93
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Sidewalk & Curbing 2 ,40 1 .50
Street 9,882.79
Water Mains 285.90
Water Liens 70,860.52
Sewer Rentals 40,274.46
$13,924,285.63
Following is the list of Real Estate Tax Abatements granted by the
Board of Assessors in the year 1977, in compliance with Article XIII,
Section 5 of the By-Laws of the Town of Reading.
1973 Valuations
Glassman, Joseph M. & Stone, Jacob
117 Main Street $95 .62
1974 Valuations
Glassman, Joseph M. & Stone, Jacob
117 Main Street $46.87
FY 1976 Valuations
Montgomery, Loretta
Ash Street — Plat 44 Lot 3 $310.69
Nichols, David H.
660 Main Street $172.50
FY 1977 Valuations
Higgins, Donald, etux
off Grove Street — Plat 122 Lot 37 $631.44
Montgomery, Loretta
Ash Street - Plat 44 Lot 3 $1675.59
FY 1978 Valuations
Barker, Albert J. Jr. etux
438 Grove Street $88.80
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Broderick, Peter V. etux
34 Winslow Road $64.38
Cain, Paul C. etux
319 West Street $188.70
Campbell, William F. Ill etux
14 Hartshorn Street $107.67
Colwell, Edward J.
9 Fielding Road $59.94
D ’Orlando, Leonard F. etux
50 Kieran Road $149.74
Dyment, William F. etux
35 Parkman Road $170.94
Ellwood, Robert W.
54 Willow Street $13.32
Gibson, Clifford J. Jr. etux
19 Minot Street $177.60
Harris, Frank etux
1056 Main Street $155.40
Kiley, Robert J. etux
189 Franklin Street $99.90
MacPhail, M. Flora etal
238 South Street $194.25
Parziale, Joseph J. etux
59 Van Norden Road $104.34
Pilla, Charles P. etux
239 West Street $133.20
Roche, Thomas J. etux
8 Chestnut Street $133.20
Sartell, Ernest E. etux
13 Breton Circle $92.13
Skinner, David J.
603 Pearl Street $259.74
Smith, Mavis L.
19 Harold Avenue $106.56
Thomas, Lome W. etux
52 Oak Street $452.88
Thompson, Robert G.
17 Condor Road
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$180.93
Towncrest Development Corp.
41 Beaver Road $714.84
Zagorski, Curtis O.
320 Haverhill Street $133.20
In Memoriam
On June 30, 1977, Victor Bazilchuk, appraiser to the Assessors for
nine years, passed away after a long and courageous battle with cancer.
He leaves his wife and two daughters who live in Walpole. Victor was a
skilled and experienced appraiser who was highly regarded throughout
Massachusetts assessing circles. One of the Massachusetts State Tax
Commissioners characterized him as a “living legend” in his field. He
conducted the revaluation and remapping of the Town in 1967 and
subsequently in 1976 supervised the revaluation of State Mandated
100% valuation.
A former Marine, he was devoted to his family and clung to such
virtues as duty, honor and patriotism. Those of us who knew and loved
him will remember him as understanding and fair-minded as well as a
dedicated Town employee. Victor was a good and brave man who faced
death as he faced live — without fear or regret.
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Report of the Town Treasurer
GENERAL CASH ACCOUNT
Balance, January 1, 1977
Receipts
262,044.48
172,646,147.88
Total
Disbursed
172,908,192.36
172,090,397.78
Balance, December 31, 1977 817,794.58
REVENUE SHARING FUNDS
Balance, January 1, 1977
Federal Grants 1977
Interest Earned 1977
321,796.36
362,067.00
15,282.30
Total
Disbursed 1977
699,145.66
400,000.00
Balance, December 31, 1977 299,245.66
U.S.HUD ACCOUNT
Balance, January 1, 1977
Receipts
2,383.70
86,837.29
Total
Disbursed
89,220.99
89,203.96
Balance, December 31, 1977 17.03
ANTI RECESSION PROGRAM
Balance, January 1, 1977
Federal Grants
Interest Earned 1977
37,563.00
7,848.00
2,112.80
Total
Disbursed
47,523.80
.00
Balance, December 31, 1977 47,523.80
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STABILIZATION FUND
Balance, January 1, 1977 300.00
Interest Income 16,40
Total Income 316.40
Disbursed .00
Balance, December 31, 1977 316.40
LOAN IN ANTICIPATION OF SERIAL ISSUES
Balance, January 1, 1977 200,000.00
Borrowed in 1977 200 ,000 .00
Total 400,000.00
Paid in 1977 .00
Balance, December 31, 1977 400,000.00
LOANS IN ANTICIPATION OF
STATE & FEDERAL SEWER REIMBURSEMENTS
Balance, January 1, 1977 .00
Borrowed in 1977 975,000.00
Total 975,000.00
Paid in 1977 100,000.00
Balance, December 31, 1977 875,000.00
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Balance, January 1, 1977 .00
Federal Grants 10,001.00
Total 10,001.00
Disbursed 9,349.52
Balance, December 31, 1977 651.48
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LOANS IN ANTICIPATION OF REVENUE
Balance, January 1, 1977 .00
Borrowed in 1977 .00
Total .00
Paid in 1977 .00
Balance, December 31, 1977 .00
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Report of the Collector of Taxes
Twelve Months Ending December 31, 1977
1978 Real Estate
Committed September 26, 1977
Committed November 28, 1977
Refunds
Interest & Costs Collected
Paid to Treasurer
Abatements
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$12,614,002.24
40.76
11,294.74
2,575.16
$6,219,390.23
165,881.71
6,242,640.96
$12,627,912.90 $12,627,912.90
1977 Real Estate
Balance December 31, 1976
Refunds
Interest & Costs Collected
Paid to Treasurer
Abatements
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$5,532,267.24
51,200.67
5,071.74
$5,342,621.07
28,250.03
217,668.55
$5,588,539.65 $5,588,539.65
1976 Real Estate
Balance December 31, 1976
Refunds
Interest & Costs Collected
Paid to Treasurer
Abatements
Tax Takings
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$116,303.70
181.29
8,436.49
82,497.99
1,272.50
40,431.42
719.57
$124,921.48 124,921.48
1975 Real Estate
Balance December 31, 1976
Tax Takings
$11,238.01
$11,238.01
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Uncollected December 31, 1977
$11,238.01 11,238.01
1977 Motor Vehicle Excise
Committed 1977
Refunds
Interest & Costs Collected
Abatements
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$958,150.64
9,213.91
2,276.52
$104,583.18
661,626.50
203,431.39
$969,641.07 $969,641.07
1976 Motor Vehicle Excise
Balance December 31, 1976
Committed 1977
Refunds
Interest & Costs Collected
Abatements
Paid
Uncollected December 31, 1977
66,087.77
146,525.76
6,928.22
1,880.13
$24,992.81
158,051.56
38,377.51
$221,421.88 221,421.88
1975 Motor Vehicle Excise
Balance December 31, 1976
Committed 1977
Refunds
Interest & Costs collected
Abatements
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$43,510.42
2,497.18
303.12
91.11
$1,951.15
10,757.18
33,693.50
$46,401.83 46,401.83
1974 Motor Vehicle Excise
Balance December 31, 1976
Abatements Rescinded
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$31,953.18
2,450.52
Interest & Costs collected
Abatements
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
11.14
$31,517.02
2,897.82
$34,414.84 $34,414.84
1973 Motor Vehicle Excise
Balance December 31, 1976
Abatements Rescinded
Refunds
Interest & Costs collected
Abatements
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$22,385.22
875.38
12.22
46.83
$22,377.29
942.36
$23,319.65 $23,319.65
Water Use & Misc.
Balance December 31, 1976
Committed 1977
Refunds
Abatements
Added to Real Estate Taxes
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$87,336.59
723,503.10
858.93
$2,673.04
70,860.52
624,893.88
113,271.18
$811,698.62 $811,698.62
Sewer Rental
Balance December 31, 1976
Committed 1977
Refunds
Abatements
Added to Real Estate Taxes
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$48,414.79
230,936.80
1,330.73
2,479.94
40,274.46
198,880.68
39,047.24
$280,682.32 280,682.32
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1978 Personal Property
Committed September 26, 1977
Abatements
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$203,047.06
$501.72
99,732.91
102,812.43
$203,047.06 203,047.06
1977 Personal Property
Balance December 31, 1976
Interest & Cost Collected
Refunds
Abatements
Paid to treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$88,872.22
282.08
7,257.86
$3,797.60
90,698.57
1,915.99
$96,412.16 $96,412.16
1976 Personal Property
Balance December 31, 1976
Interest & Costs collected
Paid to treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$2,815.34
93.08
$525.77
2,382.65
$2,908.42 2,908.42
1975 Personal Property
Balance December 31, 1976
Interest & Costs collected
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$1,996.87
4.02
$21.52
1,979.37
$2,000.89 $2,000.89
Personal Property
1970-71-72-73-74
Balance December 31, 1976
Interest & Costs collected
$5,075.17
216.59
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$1,125.90
4,165.86
$5,291.76 $5,291.76
1977 Farm Animal Excise
Committed September 19, 1977 $62.75
Paid to Treasurer $62 . 75
$62.75 62.75
Unapportioned Betterments
Balance December 31, 1976
Committed 1977
Abatements
Added to Real Estate Taxes 1978
Paid to Treasurer
Uncollected December 31, 1977
$118,262.57
4,670.30
$2,758.68
94,549.06
22,340.40
3,284.73
$122,932.87 $122,932.87
Advance Payments — Betterments
Balance December 31, 1976
Committed 1977
Interest & Costs Collected
Paid to Treasurer
$229.47
21,594.39
142.83
$21,966.69
$21,966.69 $21,966.69
Departmental Accounts
[Public Works — Veterans — Forestry]
Committed 1977
Paid to Treasurer
$32,846.90
$32,846.90
$32,846.90 $32,846.90
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Certificates
Paid to Treasurer
Municipal Lien Certificates
$3,548.00
$3,548.00
$3,548.00 $3,548.00
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Report of the Town Accountant
The Annual Report as required under Chapter 41, Section 61, of the
General Laws, consists of the Financial Statements and Supplemental
Schedules for the year ended June 30, 1977, as prepared by Haskins &
Sells, and including the Auditors Opinion, present fairly the Financial
Position of the Town as of June 30, 1977.
Additionally, the listing of appropriations, encumbered balances,
transfers, expended funds and balances closed to revenue or carried
forward are shown on Schedule H.
RAPHAEL W. MCDONALD
Town Accountant
TOWN OF READING
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AUDITORS’ OPINION
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen,
Town of Reading, Massachusetts:
We have examined the financial statements of the various funds of
the Town of Reading as of June 30, 1977 and for the year then ended
listed in the foregoing table of contents. Our examination was made in
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and, accordingly,
included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing
procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.
As is the usual practice in municipalities in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, the Town has not maintained a record of its general fixed
assets and, accordingly, a statement of general fixed assets, required by
generally accepted accounting principles, is not included among its
financial statements.
As described in Note 1 , the financial statements of the General Fund
contain certain amounts relating to Town departments which, in ac-
cordance with generally accepted accounting principles, should be
presented as separate enterprise funds.
As described in Note 2 to the financial statements, pension costs are
provided on a pay-as-you-go basis instead of on an actuarial basis as
required by generally accepted accounting principles.
In our opinion, except for the effects on the General Fund financial
statements of including amounts relating to Town departments which
should be presented as separate enterprise funds and of not providing for
pension costs on an actuarial basis, the aforementioned financial
statements of the funds of the Town of Reading present fairly the
financial position of such funds at June 30, 1977 and the results of
operations of such funds for the year then ended, in conformity with
generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent
with that of the preceding year.
Our examination also comprehended the supplemental schedules of
the Town as of June 30, 1977 and for the year then ended listed in the
foregoing table of contents. In our opinion, such supplemental schedules,
when considered in relation to the basic financial statements, present
fairly in all material respects the information shown therein.
HASKINS & SELLS
November 4, 1977
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EXHIBIT B-l
TOWN OF READING
GENERAL FUND
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1977
FUND BALANCE, JULY 1, 1976:
Appropriated $346,880
Unappropriated 5 7 1 ,88 7
Other non-liability accounts reclassified:
Continued appropriations 186,094
Other appropriations 201 ,303
Overlay surplus 41 ,569
Other reserves, etc 65,651
Total 1,593,384
LESS — Excess of expenditures over revenues for the year:
Revenues (Exhibit B-2 $16,763,320
Expenditures (Exhibit B
-3) 17,145,103 (381,783)*
FUND BALANCE, JUNE 30, 1977 $1,211,601
See notes to financial statements.
*On a budgetary basis, the change in fund balance for the
year is summarized as follows:
Excess of actual revenues over budget (Exhibit B-2) $205,715
Excess of budget over actual expenses and other charges
(Exhibit B-3) 155,613
Beginning fund balance used to finance 1976/1977
operations (Exhibit B-2) (965,094)
Prior years’ continued appropriations closed
(Exhibit B-3) 3,000
Continued appropriations at year end (Exhibit B-3) 218,983
DECREASE, AS ABOVE $381,783
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EXHIBIT B-2
TOWN OF READING
GENERAL FUND
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, BUDGET AND ACTUAL,
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1977
Actual
Over [Under]
REVENUES:
Budgeted:
Property taxes (actual
includes fiscal 1977
levy of $11,278,873 net
of overlay and tax
titles)
State aid
Motor vehicle
Local receipts
total revenues
TRANSFERS FROM:
Special revenue funds:
Federal revenue sharing . .
Other
Trust funds
Municipal Light Department .
total revenues and tran-
sfers
Budget Actual Budget
$10,895,508 $10,973,331 $77,823
. .2,400,724 2,421,834 21,110
. . .850,000 874,592 24,592
.1,709,586 1,785,303 75,717
.15,855,818 16,055,060 199,242
. 400,000 400,000
67,818 67,818
25,000 25,000
. . 208,969 215,442 6,473
.16,557,605 $16,763,320 $205,715
UTILIZATION OF JUNE 30, 1976
GENERAL FUND BALANCE TO
FINANCE 1976/1977
OPERATIONS:
Appropriated fund balance
and other appropriations 548,183
Unappropriated fund balance 196,058
Continued appropriations 186,094
Appropriations in excess of
budgeted revenues 34,759
Total from fund balance . 965,094
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TOTAL REVENUES,
TRANSFERS,
AND USE OF
GENERAL FUND
BALANCE*$17,522,699
See notes to financial statements.
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Only
Income
earned
on
Investments
can
be
expended
from
these
funds.
(1)
$25,000
was
transferred
to
the
Oeneral
Fund.
(2)
$25,000
Is
appropriated
from
cemetery
funds
to
finance
fiscal
1978
Oeneral
Fund
operations.
EXHIBIT E
TOWN OF READING
BOND INDEBTEDNESS FUND
BALANCE SHEET, JUNE 30, 1977
ASSETS:
Amount to be raised by future taxation $10,645,000
Amount to be paid by the Municipal Light Department
(Note 1) 420,000
TOTAL $11,065,000
LIABILITIES — Bond indebtedness $11,065,000
See notes to financial statements.
NOTE — The balance in the coupon account maintained by the
bond paying agent includes unredeemed bond coupons
in the amount of $9,207 at June 30, 1977.
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EXHIBIT H
TOWN OF READING
DEFERRED REVENUE FUND
BALANCE SHEET, JUNE 30, 1977
ASSETS:
Approtioned assessments not due:
Sewer $256,600
Sewer house connections 271,799
Sidewalk 12,732
Street 67,370
Water 1,622
TOTAL $610,123
FUND BALANCE:
Apportioned assessment revenue due
in future fiscal years:
1978 1979-1996 TOTAL
Sewer . . . $44,064 $212,536 $256,600
Sewer house connections . . . 45,759 226,040 271,799
Sidewalk 1,815 10,917 12,732
Street 7,248 60,122 67,370
Water 221 1,401 1,622
TOTAL $99,107 $511,016 $610,123
See notes to financial statements.
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EXHIBIT I
TOWN OF READING
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1977
1. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The accounting policies of the Town of Reading conform to generally
accepted accounting principles applicabel to governmental units except
as indicated hereinafter. The following is a summary of the significant
accounting policies.
Basis of Accounting
The accrual basis of accounting is followed by all funds other than
the General Fund and Special Revenue Funds, which utilize the modified
accrual basis of accounting whereby revenues are recorded when
measurable and availabel and expenditures are recorded when incurred,
and the Board Indebtedness Fund, which utilizes the cash basis of ac-
counting. Certain reclassifications of prior year’s amounts have been
made to conform to the current year’s reporting.
Fixed Assets
Fixed assets are not capitalized in the accounting records when
acquired. Funds used to acquire fixed assets and/or make the debt
service payments on borrowings in connection therewith are accounted
for as expenditures in the year payments are made.
Water, Sewer, and Light Departments
The activities of the Water Department and Sewer Department are
accounted for in the General Fund. Generally accepted accounting
principles require that enterprise funds te established to account for
financing of services to the general public where all or most of the costs
involved are collected in the form of charges to the users of such services.
Such accounting principles would also require the recording of fixed
assets and related depreciation thereon, as well as the preparation of
separate financial statements for each enterprise fund.
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Massachusetts Bureau of
Accounts, certain amounts relating to the Municipal Light Department
are recorded in the town’s General Fund accounts. Accordingly, the
balance sheet of the General Fund includes cash, accounts receivable
(which are fully reserved until collected), and amounts owed to the
Municipal Light Department. These amounts are also included in the
separate enterprise fund accounts maintained by the Municipal Light
Department (together with other accounts such as property, plant, and
equipment). Financial statements for this enterprise fund are not
presented herein.
Inventories of Supplies
Inventories of supplies are considered to be expenditures at the time
of purchase and are not included in the General Fund balance sheet.
Continued Appropriations
Appropriations for certain projects and specific items not fully
expended at the fiscal year end are carried forward as continued ap-
propriations to the new fiscal year in which they supplement the ap-
propriations of that year. At the fiscal year end, the continued ap-
propriations are reported as a component of the General Fund balance.
Appropriated Fund Balance
At the time the annual budget is approved by Town Meeting,
certain components of General Fund balance and Special Revenue Funds
balances which will be used to finance the succeeding fiscal year’s
operations are transferred from unappropriated fund balance to ap-
propriated fund balance. In determining the appropriation for Federal
Revenue Sharing, the Town anticipates certain receivables and interest
income which will not be received until the succeeding fiscal year.
Bond Indebtedness
All bonded debt is recorded in the Bond Indebtedness Fund in-
cluding $420,000 of Municipal Light Department Bonds. It is the Town’s
intention to retire these bonds from revenues of the Municipal Light
Department. However, the bonds bear the full faith and credit of the
taxpayers of the Town and, accordingly, are included in the bonded debt
regularly serviced through the Debt Service Fund which derives its
revenues from transfers from the General Fund.
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2.
PENSION PLANS
The Town provides for pension benefits to substantially all em-
ployees except School Department teachers through a contributory
retirement system under the Massachusetts Contributory Retirement
Law. This law prescribes the formula for computing retirement
allowances and presently does not permit advance funding of accrued
pension liabilities. Retirement allowances are paid from employee
contributions and Town funding. Employee contributions constitute an
annuity fund from which a portion of the retirement allowance is paid.
The remaining portion is paid by the Town on a pay-as-you-go basis as
directed by the State Division of Insurance through the Town
Retirement Board. Pension expense for the year totaled $704,730, of
which $135,005 was paid by the Municipal Light Department.
Generally accepted accounting principles prescribe that pension
expense be determined on an actuarial basis. Had pension expense for the
year been based on an actuarial study made by the Massachusetts
Retirement Law Commission as of January 1, 1976 it would have ranged
from $1,040,000 to $1,429,000 depending on the method used to
amortize unfunded liability over a forty-year period . Based on this same
study, as of January 1, 1976, the unfunded past service liability of the
Town was $11,895,000 and the value of vested benefits was not deter-
minable.
3.
OVEREXPENDITURES
During the year, the Town overexpended certain budgeted amounts
which will be raised through taxation in the 1977/78 fiscal year, as
follows:
Snow and ice $25,778
Court judgement 6,500
Total $32,228
4.
SHORT-TERM NOTES — Capital Projects Fund
Bond Anticipation Notes — Sewer Construction
The $200,000 of bond anticipation notes bear interest at a rate of
2.75% and are payable on October 7, 1977; the notes were renewed in
September 1977. It is anticipated that these notes will be retired from the
proceeds of a bond issue in fiscal 1979.
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Federal and State Reimbursement Notes — Sewer Interceptor
The $100,000 of federal and state reimbursement anticipation notes
bear interest at a rate of 2.74% and are payable on December 27, 1977. It
is anticipated that these notes will be retired from reimbursements to be
received from the United States Environmental Protection Agency and
the Massachusetts Division of Water Pollution Control.
5. CONTINGENT LIABILITIES AND COMMITMENTS - Sewer
Interceptor and Construction Fund
The Town has approved a sewer construction project with an
estimated cost of $1,840,970. In connection with this project, the Town
applies for and received grants from both the federal and state govern-
ments totaling $1,485,221. The remaining costs will be financed through
issuance of long-term debt or from available funds.
The Town will be reimbursed by the federal and state governments
on a percentage of completion basis. As of June 30, 1977, the Town had
recorded $219,570 as reimbursements due. Final determination of
reimbursements is subject to audit by the Environmental Protection
Agency upon completion of the project.
6. BONDS AUTHORIZED
The Town approved long-term borrowing of $2,200,000 for the
following purposes:
Sewer Construction — 1975 $500,000
Sewer Interceptor and Construction 1 , 700 ,000
Total $2,200,000
As described in Note 4, short-term notes have been issued for the
Sewer Construction Fund totaling $200,000. It is anticipated that a total
of $500,000 of short-term notes will be issued, to be subsequently retired
by issuance of long-term debt.
As described in Note 4, short-term notes have been issued for the
Sewer Interceptor and Construction Fund for $100,000. It is anticipated
that additional short-term notes will be issued through the completion of
the project. The major portion of these notes will be retired from reim-
bursements by the federal and state governments (see Note 5). However,
it is anticipated that approximately $203,000 of the additional short-term
notes will be retired through issuance of long-term debt.
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The Town does not reduce bond authorizations until long-term debt
is issued or until a reduction is voted at Town Meeting.
7. FUTURE DEBT REQUIREMENTS
The debt service requirements of the Town’s outstanding bonds at
June 30, 1977 are as follows:
Fiscal Year Principal Interest Total
1978 $1,089,000 $570,897 $1,659,897
1979
1,088,000 515,093 1,603,093
1980
1,023,000 458,782 2,481,782
1981
1,000,000 406,698 1,406,698
1982 995,000 354,993 1,349,993
Sub-total 5,195,000 2,306,463 7,501,463
1983-1987 3,905,000 1,083,584 4,988,584
1988-1991 1,965,000 215,125 2,180,125
Total $11,065,000 $3,605,172 $14,670,172
8. COMPONENTS OF GENERAL FUND BALANCE
The fund balance shown in the General Fund financial statements is
composed of “Surplus Revenue” and other accounts maintained by the
Town in accordance with Massachusetts statutes and/or requirements
prescribed by the State Bureau of Accounts. At June 30, 1977, the
components were as follows:
Continued appropriations
Appropriated fund balance:
Appropriations budgeted
for succeeding year
Revenue budgeted for
succeeding year:
Special Revenue Funds
Trust Funds
Municipal Light
Department
All other
Unappropriated fund
balance:
surplus revenue 494 , 253
$218,983
$17,299,054
. . .
.
(395,858)
(25,000)
... (240,928)
.(16,094,475) 542,793
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Overlay surplus 43 , 740
Overestimates 19,930
Underestimates (75,820)
Overexpenditures (32,278) 449,825
General Fund balance $1,211,601
SCHEDULE 1
TOWN OF READING
RECONCILIATION OF TREASURER’S CASH
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1977
TREASURER’S CASH, JULY 1, 1976 $4,644,741
ADD — Receipts, fiscal year 1977 249,829,509
DEDUCT — Disbursements, fiscal year 1977 (249,949,736)
TREASURER’S CASH, JUNE 30, 1977 (including savings
accounts of $258,217 and other invested cash of
$1,644,902) . $4,524,514
CASH IS COMPRISED OF:
General Fund $4,349,258
Special Revenue Funds 175,256
TOTAL **********************************$4^524,514
COMPOSITION OF BALANCE AS OF JUNE 30, 1977:
Bay Bank — Middlesex $1,515,823
State Street Bank and Trust Company 1,297,456
U.S. Trust Company 13,097
Boston Safe Deposit & Trust Company 314,263
New England Merchants National Bank 182,446
Wakefield Savings Bank 106,701
Reading Savings Bank 225,434
Reading Cooperative Bank 106,806
Stoneham Cooperative Bank 53,327
First Federal Savings Bank 53,213
Provident Institution for Savings 82,170
Stoneham Savings Bank 101,853
South Boston Savings Bank 471,925
TREASURER’S CASH AS OF JUNE 30, 1977 .... $4,524,515
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TOTAL
****$100,000
$1,000.00
$120,000
$40,000
$3,000,000
$5,740,000
$555,000
$420,000
$11,065,000
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$7,433
$414,000
$27,840
$3,190
$848,125
$2,059,464
$68,720
$176,400
$3,605,172
SCHEDULE 5
TOWN OF READING
COMPUTATION OF LEGAL DEBT MARGIN,
JUNE 30, 1977
EQUALIZED VALUATION — Personal property and real estate,
July 1, 1976 $262,000,000
DEBT LIMIT — 5% of equalized valuation $13,100,000
AMOUNT OF DEBT APPLICABLE TO DEBT LIMIT:
Total bonded debt (Schedule 3) $11,065,000
Less — bonded debt not included in compu-
tation of legal debt margin as defined
in Massachusetts Statutes (Schedule 3) . . . .6,715,000 4,350,000
LEGAL DEBT MARGIN $8,750,000
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for
PROTECTION
of
PERSONS
and
PROPERTY
35,752.81+
1,893,795.97
1+2,277.20
1,971,826.01
1,880,1+56.10
3,000.00
26,212.1+1
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INDEX
Annual Reports of
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